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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

It is mid-June (as | write this) — school is out, and we are making the transition to our
summer schedule and the pace of activity is winding down, right? Wrong! | am in the
midst of a particularly busy week, which includes a meeting (or two) every evening.
Monday it was the Council on Ministries, Tuesday, Fund Raising Task Force and Mis-
sions Committee, Wednesday: Vacation Bible School, and Thursday, Dixboro Fair Plan-
ning Committee. Let’s focus on each of these areas in turn, working our way backwards

through the week.

DIXBORO FAIR, AUGUST 6

Mike Huey has been doing an excellent job of coordinating the large number of volun-
teers needed to pull off this annual event. All the committee heads are working hard to
ensure another successful year. Yes, the Fair is “labor intensive”. But I’ve worked at
enough of them now to know they are also a lot of fun. The sense of camaraderie and
feeling of mutual support from the Dixboro Church family makes it all worthwhile. This
is one of those times when we really do function as a large, extended family and that is an

experience not to be missed.

AN HISTORICAL NOTE ON THE FAIR

We are calling this “The 28" Annual Dix-
boro Country Fair”, but is it really?
Thanks to Dale Leslie, who recently
dropped off a wealth of archival material
on Dixboro Church, I’ve been able to do
some research into the origins of the Fair.
It seems to have begun as a celebration of
the American Bicentennial on the Village
Green, July 4, 1976. The following year,
Pastor Hal Ferris and parishioner C. Rich-
ard (Dick) Bird (the first fair chairman)
decided to make the chicken barbeque, ice
cream social and carnival games an annual
event.

Arts and crafts were added in 1978. So if
1977 was year one, that would make 2005
the 29" annual event. And if we begin
counting in 1976, this would be our 30"
fair. But then, some people with long
memories claim that we missed a year
somewhere along the way.

o whether this is the 28", 29" or 30"
Dixboro Fair, come work, come eat,
come buy; in short, come to the Fair!
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

By the time you read this, the “Serengeti
Trek” will likely have ended (it’s sched-
uled for June 27 thru July 1) but I want to
take this opportunity to affirm the leader-
ship of Stephanie Cloutier.

Like her predecessors Sandy Bowers and
Peggy Severin, Stephanie came to the po-
sition of Education Director with no previ-
ous experience of paid church work, but a
lot of energy, enthusiasm and expertise.
During these last few weeks | have had the
privilege of watching Stephanie pull to-
gether a volunteer V.B.S. staff and engage
in a creative give and take with the result
that people are committed to and excited
about this year’s program. It was Stepha-
nie’s idea to add the pre-school component
and to move V.B.S. to evenings — a bold
stroke.

Knowing how some of my clergy col-
leagues struggle to find even adequate
leadership for their churches’ educational
program, | can hardly believe our good for-
tune. To borrow a baseball metaphor,
we’re “three for three” on Education Di-
rectors at Dixboro — not a single strike out.

MISSIONS:

I missed most of the meeting because the
Fund Raising Task Force (see below) were
meeting simultaneously. But | am excited
to report that we are reviving the idea of
becoming a “Spotlight Church”. Thisis a
special recognition that the Detroit Annual
Conference gives to congregations in-
volved in a wide range of missions activ-
ity. Participation in seven areas of mission
is the requirement. But lest that sounds too
daunting, the good news is that we have
most of them covered. There is really only
one area that might pose a bit of a “stretch”
for us, “Missionary Salary Support” — en-
tering into a “covenant relationship” with a
missionary of our choice. It usually takes
the form of pledging $3 per member of the
congregation. I’m not aware that we have
ever done that here — but I’m also con-
vinced that it’s not beyond our grasp.

FUND RAISING:

There have been three meetings of this
task force since the Administrative Board
decided to go forward with the Sanctuary
Renovation Project. Each one leaves me
all the more convinced that our attempt to
underwrite the largest capital campaign in
the history of Dixboro Church is going to
be a success.

The task force is made up of idea men
and women, and the ideas keep coming
and the enthusiasm is growing. | hope and
pray that it will be contagious.

Some “big ticket” items have been dis-
cussed — like the possibility of receiving
payment for enrolling the Village Green in
the Ann Arbor “Greenbelt Program”. Or
the “Path of Faith”, a brick-lined walk with
individual bricks recognizing donors or
memorializing loved ones. Other ideas
might be dismissed as “small potatoes”,
but here’s the point: nobody is dismissing
anything. We realize the value of every-
one’s ideas and the importance of both
large and small gifts.

In order for us to raise $508,000 no gift is
unimportant and no giver is unimportant.
Everything and, most especially, every one
matters. A scripture passage comes to
mind from the often-overlooked Book of
Tobit: “If you have many possessions,
make your gift from them in proportion: if
few, do not be afraid to give according to
the little you have.” (4:8) To this | can
only add a hearty amen!

One of the ideas that came up in Tuesday’s
meeting was changing the name for Fund
Raising Task Force to Dixboro Church
Renovation Project Committee. | can just
hear the anguished cry of the congregation,
“How can you cease to be the Fund Rais-
ing Task Force even before you’ve raised
any funds?” Sigh... Maybe you just had
to have been there.

Stay tuned. We’re working hard and
you’ll be hearing from us soon.



COUNCIL ON MINISTRIES

This program-planning group is looking
ahead to the Fall and into 2006.

We’ve decided to change the Sunday
morning worship schedule (again).

9:00am Contemporary worship service
10:00 am Sunday School
11:00 am Traditional worship service

We keep trying to find the One Single
Perfect Schedule of Services and I’m be-
ginning to fear that there is no such thing.
There are pros and cons and possibilities
that work better for some and not as well
for others. What isn’t working about our
present schedule is that it essentially seg-
regates children from parents and makes
worship an “adult only” activity. It also
has effectively eliminated adult education
from Sunday mornings. The new Fall
schedule allows for Intergenerational wor-
ship (kids will leave for an age-appropriate
experience during the sermon) and pro-
vides more time between services for adult
classes and interaction. Is it perfect? No,
but we believe it will be an improvement.

Fall Family Retreat

Registration forms are now available in
this newsletter and in Fellowship Hall for
the Fall Family retreat to be held at the
FaHoLo Camp & Conference Center in
Grass Lake. The retreat will begin on the
evening of October 28" through the after-
noon of the 29th. The focus will be “Wor-
shipping as a Family.”

Our dynamic speaker is an excellent re-
source on family worship. In addition,
there will be lots of activities for family
members of all ages, including rock-wall
climbing, swimming, crafts, and an eve-
ning bonfire and game night.

Cost: Adults: $115.00 (per couple), family
members age 6-17: $37.00, family mem-

We’re adding a service on Christmas Eve
and taking one away on Christmas and
New Year’s Day.

New for Christmas Eve will be a family- :
oriented 5:00 pm service. The focus will
be on telling the Christmas story to young
children. A lot of singing and not so mucke
preaching. And not over an hour in Iengthé
The familiar 7:00 and 11:00 services will
be unchanged. :

Then, since both December 25, 2005 and
January 1, 2006 fall on Sundays, we will
offer ONE SERVICE ONLY on both dayst
11:00 a.m. Christmas Day will be a tradi-
tional service with a lot of carol singing.
New Year’s Day will be a contemporary
celebration.

And if you’re reading this and thinking, I
don’t want to even consider something that
is six months away”, perhaps the talk of
Christmas might cool off whatever July
heat wave you might be experiencing at
this moment.

BIBLE READINGS

July 3
Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49,

i 58-67
Psalm 45:10-17

Romans 7:15-25a

i Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

July 10
Genesis 25:19-34

i Psalm 119:105-112
{ Romans 8:1-11
i Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

EJuly 17

Genesis 28:10-19a
Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24

: Romans 8:12-25
i Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

P July 24
i Genesis 29:15-28

i Psalm 105:1-11, 45b

Shalom,

Tohn

Romans 8:26-39
i Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

Euly 31

i Genesis 32:22-31
! Psalm 17:1-7, 15

bers age 0-5 are free. Fees will cover the
cost of lodging, meals, snacks and sup-
plies.

Thedeadline for registration isJuly 31 i
at which time 50% of payment is also due.:
The remaining balance is due September
25. Make checks payable to DUMC with
FALL REATREAT in the memo section.

Please return forms along with payment toé
Angela Charnetski or mail them to:

Dixboro United Methodist Church
Attention Angela Charnetski

5221 Church Road

Ann Arbor, M1l 48105-9792

i Romans 9:1-5
i Matthew 14:13-21

i Aug.7

i Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28

! Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b
{ Romans 10:5-15

Matthew 14:22-33
Aug. 14

: Genesis 45:1-15

Psalm 133
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32

: Matthew 15:(10-20) 21-28

i Aug. 21

i Exodus 1:8-2:10
i Psalm 124

i Romans 12:1-8

{ Matthew 16:13-20

Aug. 28
: Exodus 3:1-15

{ Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45¢
i Romans 12:9-21
i Matthew 16:21-28



BIRTHDAYS
AUGUST:
Joan Erickson
Thomas Zinn
Bobby Knutilla
Lora Woodward
Paul Rock
Thomas Mooradian
James Woodward
Alexander Lal.onde
Amanda Brown
Betty Geidner
Geoffrey Anderson
John Ferris
Mary Jane Hocking
8/11 Bernadine Cox
8/13 David King
Ruth Bennett
8/16 Betty Fishbeck
8/17 Lionel Guregian
8/18 Debbie Fox
Donald Staebler
Linda Coffey
8/23 Andrew Berry
8/24 Marla Johnston
8/25 Anna Little
Dale Sanford
Phillip Ventura
8/26 Autumn Powers
8/27 Sonya Ferris-Keiser
8/30 Karen Spears
8/31 Jeff Sanford
Kaila Warren
Kristina Harter
Mary Baird
Ross Moran

8/1

8/2
8/3
8/4
8/5
8/6
8/7
8/8

8/9

ANNUAL DIXBORO FAIR

The Dixboro Fair is Saturday,
August 6 from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm

and promises to be another great event
again this year. We will have food —
home-made pies and cakes are the
biggest draw — games for the kids,
craft booths, a petting zoo, free music
and lots, lots more!

This is a big fund-raising event for
our church. Part of the proceeds this year
will go to “Habitat for Humanity” and part
will go into the church’s General Fund.

WE NEED YOUR HELP. Canyou
volunteer some time that day? There are
all kinds of jobs from selling tickets to
shucking corn to baking pies to serving
food — something for everyone!

Please contact Mike Huey (417-9413 or

mhuey0409@aol.com), or Cathy Freeman
(665-8471 or freeman@washtenaw.or g)

Tell your friends and neighbors about
the Fair so they can join usto sharethe
fun!

THE FIRST “DIXBORO SUMMER CAMPOUT”

All are invited to a
tent campout in Brandon
Park (next to the church)
on Saturday, July 30th.
Start the fun by pitching
your tent in the
afternoon and then join
us for crafts, games and
a dinner campfire
cookout. A morning pancake breakfast
will be served for all campers on Sunday
morning before church at 9:30.

Not the tent camper type? NO
PROBLEM! Just come join the fun and
head home when you want. All interested
persons need to either sign up on the clip-
board in the Fellowship Hall or contact

FAMILY YARD SALE-Aug 27

The Congregational Development Committee is putting together a multi-family “Yard
Sale on the Village Green” for August 27th with 10% of the proceeds going to help pay
for activities at the Fall Retreat. For a small percentage of your profit, we will provide the
advertising and a prime location for you to sell your “treasures”. If you are interested or
would like more information, please contact Angela Charnetski 662-6412.

SAVE SEPTEMBER 16
That is the Friday evening that the Trustees Committee has set aside for their first
DIXBORO FISH FRY, served from 5:00 to 7:00 pm.
Bring the family and friends.

YOU DIDN'T KNOW THE TRUSTEES COULD COOK?
Come and find out for yourself. Help us “Raise the Roof” and
support our Missions work.

Marla Johnston. Reservations are
needed to plan for supplies. Let us
know if you are coming and
whether you will be camping out for
the night.

Questions??? Contact Marla
Johnston at 734-572-0109. Hope to
see you there!

COFFEE CANS NEEDED...

We could use donations of any size empty
coffee cans with lids for a craft project at
the campout. Please bring as many as you
can donate with you to church and place in
the box designated “Campout”. Thanks
for your assistance. ...Marla Johnston

gAM




CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2005 GRADUATES!

AMY CHAPPUIS

Amy has been an active member of our
high school class and we will miss her en-
thusiasm and wonderful sense of humor.
Amy went to Mountain T.O.P. three times
and was great at bringing new people to
our group. Amy helped with last year’s
H.O.T. program. Amy is a beautiful diver
and was Captain of the Women’s
Swim/Dive team this year at Huron High
School. She also played on the Varsity
Volleyball team. Amy will join her

ZACHARY CZAPLA
Zachary plans to continue his very success-
ful swimming career at the University of
Cincinnati in the fall. Zachary is entering
an Architectural Program and has held an
architectural internship at the Veterans
Hospital. Zachary was captain of the
Huron Men’s Swimming Team this year,
and played on the Men’s Water Polo
Team. Zach has been involved with the
Senior High class, attended Mt. T.O.P. and
helped with VBS, F.R.0.G., and

r Gradua
brother, Bobby, at Lake Forest College in ov te@

Illinois in the Fall. She has plans to be-
come a teacher and also will continue play-
ing college level volleyball. Good Luck,
Amy!

ANNE FISHBECK
Anne will also be joining her brother at
college - she plans to attend Michigan

HOT. Good luck, Zachary!

NATALIE KORZON

Natalie will also be attending West-
ern Michigan in the fall where she is
planning a career in art. She re-
ceived the PTSO Huron Art Depart-
ment Award and 2 other art awards,
so Natalie is sure to be very success-

ERIN BOWERS
AMY CHAPPUIS
ANNE FISHBECK
NATALIE KORZON
ALl SPEARS
DANIELLE WARREN

State University in the Fall. Congratula-
tions to Anne on a very successful high
school career at Huron — Anne was a
member of the National Honor Society,
played in the band and orchestra, sang in
the choir, ran Cross-Country, and played
on the Women’s Varsity Lacrosse team.
Anne has helped with VBS for many
summers. Go Anne and Go Green!

ERIN BOWERS

Erin has been accepted into the Nursing
Program at Western Michigan in Kalama-
z0o. She has been an active member of the
senior high class and is a 4-year veteran of
Mountain T.O.P. We will miss her dra-
matic flair and her performance as Martha
Stewart will long be remembered. Erin ran
cross-country for Huron High School and
was captain of the Women’s Lacrosse
Team. Erin has helped with VBS for many
years and, together with Amy Chappuis
and Zachary Czapla, organized and ran last
summer’s H.O.T. program.

ful in this pursuit! Natalie, like all

the Korzon women, is an avid

hockey player, and played with the Pioneer
Women’s Hockey Team (Huron does not
yet have a women’s hockey team). Natalie
is also a 4-time veteran of Mountain
T.O.P., and a Summer VBS helper.

ALl SPEARS

Ali is attending Hope College in Septem-
ber and plans on a career in teaching. Ali
has also been very active at Huron. She
was a member of the Huron Women’s
Swimming Team and sang with the Huron
Choir. Ali has also been to Mountain
T.O.P. four times and has helped with VBS
many years. Good Luck, Ali!

DANIELLE WARREN

Danielle is also attending Hope College in
the Fall. Danielle is a member of the
Huron High School Executive Board and
played on the Huron Women’s Field
Hockey Team. She plans on becoming a
nurse. Good luck, Danielle!

Congratulations to these outstanding young women and young man. We are proud of
your accomplishments and our prayers go with you for success in your future pursuits.
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DIXBORO UNITED METHODIST YOUTH WRAP-UP:

In DUMY (Dixboro United Methodist
Youth) we recently wrapped up our last
unit of the year, “The Body of Christ”,
taken from 1Corinthians, Chapter 12.
We concluded our unit by sharing some
of what we had learned with the congre-
gation during the Contemporary Wor-
ship Service. Thanks to Carl Johns for
working with our group in develop-ing a
service built around this theme. The kids
brought a level of enthusiasm and energy
that had every-one jumping up and down
in their seats!

We also celebrated our great year of
youth group by painting a memory mural
on the wall of the schoolhouse that cap-
tures some of our favorite events and
activities of the past year, plus the names
of our group. Make sure you check it
out during the Dixboro Fair. We are sad
to say goodbye to our graduating 8"

graders, and hope they will still join us,
despite their busy high school lives.
Jenny Chappuis, Rachael Zaracki, Amy
Navvab, Kristin Binz, Caitlin Carden,
Deanna Hart, Kelly Newman, and Nata-
lie Quin — we will miss u!

We finished youth group with a fun
swimming party/picnic at Murray Lake.
The weather cooperated with a hot eve-
ning, and the kids didn’t seem to mind
the cold water! Many thanks to the
Fishbeck family for letting us enjoy our-
selves at Murray Lake.

Youth Group will begin again in Sep-
tember. We need your help with recruit-
ing new 6™, 7" and 8™ graders for our
group. Please let your family, friends
and neighbors know about DUMY. Itis
a great opportunity for middle school
youth and we would love to have our
group continue to grow. Thanks!

30 HOUR FAMINE WRAP-UP:

The Senior High Class would like to thank
everyone for supporting this year’s 30
Hour Famine. We are so proud of our ef-
forts. We were able to send World Vision
a check for $4,233.34. This surpassed our
goal and all previous famine donations!
To put our donation into perspective, with
this money World Vision can feed 141
children for an entire month!

There were 18 participants in the 30 Hour
Famine - however, only 6 of the youth
were members of DUMC. The other par-
ticipants were friends and classmates. We
should be proud of all of the young people
who gave of their

time and made personal sacrifices to sup-
port this cause, but especially DUMC
youth — Leslee Brandon, Scotty Bowers,
Erin Bowers, Amy Chappuis, Natalie Kor-
zon and Ali Spears. Events like the famine
are an important means of outreach into
our community and our kids did a great job
of spreading the message: We are workers
together with God... (2Corinthians 6:1).

In addition to the help from our church
family, we are also grateful to the support
of community businesses: Busch’s,
Krogers, and Evergreen Restaurant.
Please note these businesses and thank
them next time you are shopping there!
Patty, Jill &Sandy

MOUNTAIN T.O.P. NOTE...

It is with great disappointment that we re-
cently decided to cancel our plans for Mt.
T.O.P. this Summer. Unfortunately, the
size of our group was shrinking, and it be-
came clear that we just didn’t have the
level of support necessary to make the trip
happen. On the positive side, we have

money in the bank, and a larger group of
upcoming high school students, for next
year’s trip. We ask for your prayers for the
Mt. T.O.P. ministry and for God’s guid-
ance and inspiration in planning a future
trip to Mt. T.O.P. Sandy Bow-
ers, Youth Director



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

FALL SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES

As you have probably already read, the
Worship and Sunday School hours for next
year have been changed! We will have
Sunday School at 10 a.m. next year which
IS between services... however, there will
be a time during the 9 a.m. service for the
children to leave and participate in a short
children’s church (songs, prayer, games)
and have a snack. This should help us get
Sunday School started promptly at 10AM.

RECRUITING TEACHERS

And while we are on the subject of Sunday
School..... are you still trying to find a way
to serve the church? How about teaching
Sunday School?? We are hoping to have a
couple of teachers for each class (each
teacher taking a season or month). Let me
know if you are interested in being a
teacher or a substitute. Thanks!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

As I’m writing this article we are in the
midst of preparing for VBS, but by the
time you read this it will be over!! I’'m
sure that VBS will be/a huge success and |
want to thank all of the people who volun-
teered their time (I’ll give a complete list
next time!)

ADULT EDUCATION

The Thursday Morning Bible Study group
is continuing to meet throughout the Sum-
mer at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room.
The Women of the Bible are their focus
and they are learning a lot and having a
great time — won’t you join them! Call
Betty DeWolf with any questions.

Some exciting possibilities for Adult
classes include: The Alpha course, a Book
club Studying “The Heart of Christianity”
by Marcus J. Borg with Pastor John, etc.
Do you have any ideas? Let me know; we
are working on setting up the schedule for

next Fall. Have a wonderful summer,
Stephanie Cloutier, Dir Christian Education

7
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BELATED “THANK YOU”
FROM THE YOUTH

On behalf of the youth I would like to
thank the Dixboro United Methodist
Women for all of their help with the
Rummage Sale. On paper the youth “took
over” this annual event, but in reality, the
UMW did all the work! They did the sort-
ing, organizing, set-up, and helped out all
day with the sale. There is no way we
could have managed the Rummage Sale
without their help and direction. Thank
you, ladies - WE ARE SO
APPRECIATIVE!

Thank you also to everyone who donated
items. We ended up with the Fellowship
Hall stuffed with treasures and made
$1500! The money will be used for the
next mission trip to Mountain T.O.P.
Sandy and the Youth

{iﬂaﬂ&yau

From the Leslie Family:

“Please accept our family’s gratitude for
the wonderful memorial service and lunch-
eon on June 2" in memory of Wilma (Bil-
lie) Leslie. Billie was an active member of
Dixboro UMC for much of her life. She
and her late husband Clinton (Bud) were
married in the church. The participation of
the Reverends Kathy Snedeker and John
Clair Ferris were appreciated, and Janice
Clark played the piano marvelously —
much of her music from memory! The
church and Fellowship Hall looked so dig-
nified and stately, and the women of the
church provided their unique blend of hos-
pitality and good will. Thank you, one and
all....the Leslie family.”

BIRTHDAYS
JULY:

7/3 Karen Judson
Merrilee Day
Scott Connell

7/4 Fred Scheel

7/5 Jill Chappuis
Lisa Poulson

7/8 Jackie Cummings

7/10 Amy Chappuis

7/12 Laurel Marken

7/13 Doug Geidner
Leonard Thomas

7/14 Marilyn Gooding

7/17 Cody Crots
Danielle Warren

7/18 Deborah Ferris
Dorothy Durston
Kathy Walacavage
Kevin Freeman

7/21 Bernice Quacken-

bush
Bill Brandon

7/26 Ed Martin
Tammy Trotter

7/29 Allie Moening
Joan Lippens

7/31 Joann Sherman




Meijer Community

We’re Number 420366!

Rewards>™ allows us to
raise funds quickly and
easily. Here's how you

can participate. We need [ S

you to join Meijer

Community Rewards®M.

It's free and can be done:

online at Meijer.com/rewards,

in store by applying for a Meijer Credit Card, or
by mailing an application (available in the Fellow-
ship Hall) to Meijer application processing.

If you already have a Meijer Credit Card, just call 1-
800-962-7011 to have them add Meijer Community
Rewards® to your Meijer Credit Card account, using
our number, 420366!

Name:

Address:

Then, simply use your Meijer Guest Card>™,
or Meijer Credit Card whenever you shop at
Meijer. Use it for food, clothing, toys,
housewares, jewelry, hardware, garden and
more! We’ll automatically receive a

COMMUNITY REWARDSSM  percentage of your purchase totals whenever

you shop, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Our short-term goal is to raise money to help offset
the cost of the Fall Retreat. After that goal has been
met, all proceeds from the rewards program will go
into the Building Fund.

If you have any questions, please contact me or visit
the Meijer website at Meijer.com/rewards. Thank you
for your support. Angela Charnetski

(734) 662-6412

FALL FAMILY RETREAT REGISTRATION

Registration due July 31
October 28" & 29th
Theme: Worshiping as a Family

Phone number:

List names of those attending:

1.

2.

5.

6.

Age:

Deadlinefor registration is July 31.

Age:

Cost:
Adults: $115.00 (per couple),

Age:

Children age 6-17: $37.00, Children
age 0-5 are free.

Age:

Please return the registration form
and 50% of payment by July 31 to

Age:

the church or to Angela Charnetski.

Age:

The remaining balance is due Sep-
tember 25. Make checks payable to

List any food allergies / dietary needs for your family:

Dixboro United Methodist Church
Attention Angela Charnetski

5221 Church Road

Ann Arbor, Ml 48105-9792

DUMC with FALL REATREAT in
the memao section.

Return forms along with payment to Angela Charnetski or mail them to:



