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From the Pastor’s Heart... 

What kind of Resolutions did you make for this New Year?  To spend more time with your family?  Quit 
smoking?  Lose weight?  Or did you resolve to get serious about your  prayer life?  Read your Bible every day?  
Truth is, no resolution is worth much, unless you COMMIT yourself to keeping it!   

Bob Vernon, Deputy Chief of Police in Los Angeles, wrote a devotional, suggesting that commitment can 
mean the difference between life and death.  He began by describing what was supposed to have been a 
routine traffic stop.  One of his motorcycle officers stopped a red pickup truck, which had just sped through a 
stop sign.  The policeman wasn’t aware of it, but the pickup driver had just robbed an all-night grocery 
story… and was making his getaway.  Meanwhile, the pickup driver didn’t realize he had failed to stop at the 
intersection.  He imagined the cops were after him for the robbery.  In a panic, he pulled his gun and fired on 
the officer, hitting him in the chest at point-blank range.   

All was quiet for a moment.  Then slowly, the policeman stood to his 
feet.  The robber couldn’t believe his eyes.  “This guy must be Clark 
Kent,” he thought.  He surrendered to the officer, “Don’t shoot!  I 
give up!”  Bob Vernon writes, “The officer’s life had been spared 
because he was wearing a bullet-proof vest.”   

Just a few months later, a different young policeman was shot in a 
drug raid.  The bullet hit this officer precisely in the same place as 
the motorcycle officer had been hit – squarely in the center of the 
chest.  With one difference:  it was a hot summer day… and the 
officer had removed his bulletproof vest!  He left behind a wife, 
three small children, and a bulletproof vest… in the trunk of his car 
parked just 30 feet from where he fell.  

Chief Vernon writes, “Every police officer in Los Angeles believes in bullet-proof vests.  They work!  I doubt 
you could find a policeman anywhere who doesn’t believe those vests save lives.  But that is not enough.  An 
officer must do more than believe in vests.  He must take his belief to the point of personal commitment.  He 
must be willing to wear the vest… and wear it at all times.  Even when it is hot.  Even when it is 
uncomfortable.”  

Vernon concluded with these words: “And in a similar way, it is not enough to believe that a man named 
Jesus lived 2000 years ago.  We must take that belief to a point of commitment.  We must be willing to take 
that belief to the point of “putting on” the Risen Christ… receiving Him as Savior and Lord.”  (from Illustration 
Digest, January 1995)    

Commitment to Christ Jesus ensures new life, eternal life, abundant life – a life rich with meaning and 
purpose and hope.  As you consider your resolutions for 2014 – why not resolve to commit yourself whole-
heartedly to Jesus?  It could be a life or death decision, you know! 

Rev. Tonya Arnesen 
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DUMY Calendar of Events 
 

January 12: Youth Group 5:30 to 7:30pm 

Lesson: Judaism part 1 
 

Monday, Jan. 20: Sledding 2-4pm Huron Hills Golf Course  

*Bring your own sled and bundle up! 
 

January 26: Youth Group 5:30 to 7:30pm 

Lesson: Judaism part 2 
 

February 2: Souper Bowl Sunday 

(Motown Mission Fundraiser) 

*Make a pot of soup, bring it to church, and we will sell it 
after church 

 

February 9: Youth Group 5:30 to 7:30pm 

Lesson: Islam part 1 
 

February 23: Youth Group 5:30 to 7:30pm 

Lesson: Islam part 2 
 

Saturday, March 1: All Church Family Game Night 6:30-8pm 

DUMY Fundraiser for Motown Mission 
Experience: 
By Rev. Mary Hagley 

On February 2, Souper Bowl Sunday, either stay to 
eat or take soup home to enjoy later in the day while 
watching the Super Bowl. The Dixboro UMC youth 
will be selling soup after the service from 11:30am to 
12:15pm. $3 for a bowl of soup, $2 for a cup of soup. 
Proceeds will go towards our Motown Mission 
Experience July 13-19. 

DUMC Family Game Night For All Ages  
By Rev. Mary Hagley  

On Saturday, March 1 from 6:30-8pm come to the church-wide game night. Bring 
your family and friends to play some fun games for all ages. Dinner will not be 
served, so please bring a snack to share and bring your favorite game along. DUMC 
will provide beverages and kid friendly games.  

Last Year’s Souper Bowl Sunday! 

Christmas Greetings from Sandy 
Bowers, serving with the Peace 
Corps in the Philippines 
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Thank you from the Youth of Dixboro Church 
Thank you to all who came to support our children and youth in their Christmas Program and Motown 
Mission Fundraiser Dinner! We had 19 youth perform a spectacular rendition of the Christmas Story in front 
of about 85 friends and family members. Thank you to all who stayed for our delicious dinner afterwards and 
for your generous gift towards our mission trip, we raised $500.  

 

Opportunity for Fundraising and Fun! 
From Gary King 

Attention :  The Yankee Air Museum will donate $500.00 to the organization that supplies 15 volunteers for 
our air show, held at Willow Run Airport, Bellville , MI.  Featuring  the U.S.A.F. Thunderbirds. The show  takes 
place on August 9th and 10th, 2014 and is fun for men and women and older children. For more information 
contact: Gary King at734-662-8020 or E-mail at garyandroberta@sbcglobal.net. This is an opportunity to 
help at one of the worlds best airshow and make a little money for DUMC.. More info about the Airshow can 
be found at www.yankeeairmuseumm.org/.airshow. 
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History Corner 
by Susan Engle 

In our portrait gallery hangs a photograph from 1903 of the Reverend John E. 
Mealley with his young son. He was ordained as Deacon, became a full member 
of the Detroit Conference, and was appointed to the Dixboro M. E. Church - all 
in September 1909; he served here two full years. Dixboro church records do 
not have much to say about him. The information below is from census records 

and Memoirs (obituaries) from the 1942 and 1952 Detroit Annual Conference journals.   

John E. Mealley was born March 22, 1864, in Detroit; at age twelve he began "assisting his mother to manage 
a boarding house [and] worked in a railway car shop before he was fifteen.…He…earned enough money by 
1887 to enter Albion College and spent three years in the Preparatory Department and then went on with the 
regular A.B. course to graduate in 1894. He became principal of the high school at Hastings in 1895, and 
1896* to 1900 was superintendent of schools there. The next four years he was superintendent of schools at 
Plymouth. In 1905 he studied at the University of Michigan and received a Master of Arts degree. [Then] he 
went to Wheeling, West Virginia, to teach, and while there became interested in the ministry. He returned to 
Michigan in 1907 and was received on Trial in the Detroit Conference and appointed to Redford (Bell Branch). 
Pastorates followed at Farmington, Dixboro and New Haven. In 1912 he was appointed to Washington 
Avenue Church at Port Huron, and for the next thirty years all his ministry was spent in Methodist churches of 
that city and vicinity.…He [married] Annie A. Tighe…September 15, 1891. [She] died March 22, 1942, after the 
couple had celebrated their fiftieth wedding anniversary.…John E. Mealley, age 87,…died…January 20, [1952,] 
at the Port Huron Hospital after a long illness.…Burial was at Lakeside Cemetery." 

The Memoir in 1942 for Anna A. Mealley, born October 10, 1866, stated, "to them were born two sons, 
Edward and Sterling, both of whom died in infancy”; however, her husband's Memoir stated, “they had three 
children, who all died in childhood." The 1900 census showed one birth and listed one son, "John E.,” age 
three. The 1910 census showed two births, but none still living; Annie was 43. Presumably, “John 
E.” (Edward?) was the son pictured with his father in the 1903 portrait.  

*[In the100th year celebration program in 1987 of the Hastings High School Alumni Association, 
Superintendents were listed; the dates for Mealley were 1898-1900, which seem more likely. (Go 
to www.HastingsPublicLibrary.org, then find Alumni Association 1987.)] 

U.M.W. News 
By Phebe Judson, UMW President 

The next U.M.W. meeting will be on Monday, January 20th, 2014 at 1pm. 
Following the business meeting, the ladies will continue to make mittens and 
scarves for needy children. They will be taken to House by the Side of the Road 
and to any other charitable groups that can use them. All of the material for the 
scarves and mittens is being graciously provided by Shirley Koch.  

Ongoing Can & Bottle Drive for Youth Mission Trip 
By Rev. Mary Hagley 

The Dixboro Youth is hosting an ongoing can and bottle drive to raise funds for our upcoming Motown 
Mission Experience July 13-19 in Detroit starting February 9th. Please help support the youth by bringing in 
your returnable bottles and cans now until June 30th. All varieties accepted. The collection bin will be 
outside of the nursery and youth room. 

http://www.hastingspubliclibrary.org/
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From Ingrid Sheldon, Treasurer 

DUMC did it!  From a deficit of $31,000 November 30th, we ended the year with 
a deficit of $3840 which is offset by a $13,900 surplus of a year ago.  And a new 
copier was purchased this year with general funds, so it was a very good year all 
things considered.  I did not use any of the women’s groups pledges to help with 
the financial situation.  Hopefully the funds will not be needed in 2014 but used 
for other church efforts. 

   

December YTD 2013 Budget Difference 

YTD Actual 
as % of 

Budget YTD 2012 

REVENUE       

 General Giving 47,265.22 220,005.33 214,000.00 6,005.33 102.81% 215,164.99 

 Spec Collections, Designations, Other 5,779.25 54,013.26 1,500.00 52,513.26  17,501.45 

         

TOTAL REVENUE 53,044.47 274,018.59 215,500.00 58,518.59  232,666.44 

         

EXPENSE:       

 Conference/District Related  4,317.70 40,747.00 40,342.00 -405.00 101.00% 38,794.00 

 Church Related       

  
Missions, special collections, PHP, 
scholarships 738.40 18,130.65 2,000.00 -16,130.65 906.53% 13,477.31 

  Payroll   4,201.88 49,216.45 51,196.00 1,979.55 96.13% 36,922.04 

  General church operations 3,149.03 40,122.55 40,874.00 751.45 98.16% 34,743.98 

  Committee 577.44 4,270.32 6,000.00 1,729.68 71.17% 5,635.98 

  Special Project: 5,040.85 41,087.61 0.00 -41,087.61  4,441.97 

  Total Pastor related expense 6,633.32 80,580.83 82,550.00 1,969.17 97.61% 81,023.31 

  Total Parsonage Related 258.07 3,477.03 5,999.12 2,522.09 57.96% 3,456.65 

  Total Schoolhouse expense 0.00 225.83 300.00 74.17 75.28% 266.76 

         

TOTAL EXPENSE: 24,916.69 277,858.27 229,261.12 -48,597.15 121.20% 218,762.00 

CHURCH RELATED INCOME (LOSS) 28,127.78 -3,839.68 -13,761.12 -9,921.44  13,904.44 

Relatively Speaking 
by Susan Engle 

Recently at coffee hour I spoke with a family I had not met after I learned their surname was the same as my 
grandmother's maiden name. When I mentioned that I was descended from John Alden of the Mayflower, 
and he said, "I am too!" Now THREE families at Dixboro Church are ALDEN descendants - Susan Engle, Linda 
Aldrich, and John Cox. If any reader of this newsletter also descends from John Alden of the Mayflower, 
please contact me! My e-mail was inadvertently omitted from the 2013 church directory, but you may send a 
message to the church with subject "John Alden to Susan Engle" so it can be forwarded to me. 

Final Notes 
By Amy Knutilla 

Happy New Year! I hope you are enjoying this edition of The Chimes. We will publish again late 
February, in time for Lent — Ash Wednesday is on March 5th this year! Articles will be due on February 24. 

Please note that we still have directories available. I have put some on the table outside of the office.  
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