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VCI update:
On Sunday, August 28th, your Church Council voted unanimously to begin Phase I of the Vital Church Initiative (see July/
August Chimes for a fuller description of VCI). The foundational text for VCI is Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations by
Bishop Robert Schnase and in preparation for our participation in VCI, this fall’s sermon series and Sunday School for all ages
will be based on the Five Practices.
According to Bishop Schnase, vibrant, growing, fruitful congregations repeat and deepen certain fundamental activities and
strive to perform them with excellence: Radical Hospitality, Passionate Worship, Intentional Faith Development, RiskTaking Mission and Service, and Extravagant Generosity. Through these practices, congregations offer the invitation and
welcome of Christ, provide worship that connects us to God and to one another, offer opportunities for people to grow in
Christ by learning in community, relieve suffering and improve the conditions of people in need through service and mission,
and teach people to give of themselves.
The author notes these words are “dangerous, edgy and provocative.” The intent is to push the boundaries: 1) from
welcoming those like us to hospitality with those unlike us; 2) from good worship to worship at its very best; 3) from
education that is stable and stagnant to faith development that is intentional and lifelong; 4) from mission that is safe and
predictable to service that is risky and sacrificial; and 5) from stewardship that is constricted by scarcity to generosity that is
extravagant in response to God’s abundant grace. These edgy words focus us on the appropriate work that helps us fulfill
the mission of church.
Our Children and Youth will be focusing on the Five Practices during Sunday School and Harold Tuckett (Certified Lay Servant)
will be leading an adult class in the Church Parlor (see article on next page). My sermon series during worship will be based
on the book as well. Books will be available in the church office for a suggested donation of $12.00.
Schedule:
9/11
9/18
9/25
10/2
10/9
10/16

Radical Hospitality – and First Responders Thank You Picnic
Passionate Worship
Intentional Faith Development – and Bibles awarded to our Third Graders
Worldwide Communion Sunday
Risk-Taking Mission and Service – and Church-wide Mission Immersion Experience after worship
Extravagant Generosity

Be blessed – Rev. Tonya Arnesen

Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations
Adult Book Study
Harold Tuckett

Why do some churches thrive while others die? Robert Schnase suggests there
are 5 practices that characterize healthy and vital congregations: Radical
Hospitality, Passionate Worship, Intentional Faith Development, Risk-Taking
Mission and Service, and Extravagant Generosity.
In this 5-week class, we'll read the book "Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations"
by Schnase and discuss how well Schnase's 5 practices are reflected at Dixboro
UMC. The class will be led by Harold Tuckett, and each class will discuss the same
topic that Rev. Tonya will be preaching on the same day in her sermon series.
The class will meet Sunday mornings at 9am on September 11, 18, 25, October 9,
and 16. Books may be picked up in the church office. A $12.00 donation would be
helpful but not required.

DUMC Traditional Turkey Dinner Returns
Saturday, October 15, 2016
Barb Scheffer
Get your taste buds ready for another delicious Turkey Dinner this coming
October 15, 2016 in the Fellowship Hall. The ladies of the Abigail Circle along
with other members of the Dixboro United Methodist Women (DUMW) will
be coordinating this favorite fall event. Seating will start at 5:00 PM and end
at 7:00 PM
For those of you who haven’t had the pleasure of enjoying this feast in the
past, be assured it is a wonderful opportunity for great food and great
fellowship. Roasted turkey and all the trimmings are prepared by the cooks in
the church kitchen. Many others provide homemade pies and cakes, all for a
very reasonable price. Proceeds minus costs contribute to a variety of Mission
projects throughout the year.
Please share this information with friends and neighbors. Reservations are
preferred but walk-ins are acceptable as space is available. Reservations can
be made by calling either the church office (734-665-5632 ) or by calling Helen
Snedeker (734-761-3813)

Thursday Women’s Bible Study Group
Susan D. Engle
Recently the Women’s Bible Study group began studying the Gospel of John. We
take turns reading aloud, comparing translations, looking at the study notes in our
Bibles, and discussing what it all means. The new understanding that we have
gained from the first few chapters is amazing! If this appeals to you, please join us
in the Conference Room on Thursday mornings, 9:30-11:00 AM. (Homework is not
required, although helpful.)
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Motown Mission Experience Reflections
Our Youth Motown Mission Trip was a great success this year! It was
wonderful being together and working for all the people that we met.

Day 1 we worked with NSO
Day 2 & 3 we worked with
Redford Brightmoor
Initiative. Between the 2
days we painted (almost)
the whole inside of Westin,
Tatiana, and Taylor’s house.

(Neighborhood Service
Organization) who primarily works
with elderly neighbors. We worked
with Mason doing some painting
and taking care of the gardens.

Day 4 We worked with Joy-Southfield Development Corporation
and helped Ms. Gladys with a new cement driveway. First, we had
to dig out the grass. Second, mix concrete, and third,
smooth out the concrete. It was a fun day!

Day 5 We helped JoySouthfield again by
cleaning up alleys and
rebuilding the trailer,
and then enjoyed
Belle Isle Beach and a
Tiger’s Game.

Thank you Dixboro Church for supporting us
in your prayers and through your gifts!

DUMY Calendar
September – October

Sunday School
PK to 12th Grade

September 11
1st Responders Thank You Picnic 11:30am-1:30pm
**Run games**
September 18
DUMY Kick-off 11:30am-2pm
September 25
CROP Walk—Potluck lunch after church, walk is at 2pm.
It starts and ends at Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Ann Arbor.
October 2
DUMY 11:30am-2pm
October 9
Risk-Taking Mission and Service Day: All Church Mission
work after a short 10-15 minute service. Be ready to work!
October 15
Turkey Dinner help
October 16
DUMY 11:30am-2pm
**Design Trunk for Trunk or Treat**
October 21
Trunk or Treat 5-6pm, be there by 4:30pm
October 30
Assist with Celebration Brunch 8:00am, Brunch at 8:45am
with Celebration Sunday at 10am
November 4
Trivia Night 7pm at Church
**Invite friends, fundraiser for missions**

This fall we have 3 Sunday School Classes from our children
and youth, all classes will meet upstairs. PK (age 3) –
Kindergartners will meet in the first classroom with Mrs.
Tuckett. 1st – 3rd graders will meet in the third classroom
with Mrs. Cox. Youth (6th-12th grade) in the last classroom
with Mrs. Pobanz and Mrs. Fragner. Our first 6 weeks
together will follow our Worship Themes for the Fall.
September 11 Radical Hospitality
September 18 Passionate Worship
September 25 Intentional Faith Development
**3rd Graders will receive Bible during worship**
October 2 World Communion Sunday
PK-K: Communion Lesson
1st-5th: Learning the Bible Lesson #1
Youth: 5 Practices Session #6
October 9 Risk-Taking Mission and Service
October 16 Extravagant Generosity
October 23 PK-K: Self Control
1st-5th: Learning the Bible Lesson #2
Youth: 5 Practices Sessions #8 & 10”
October 30 No Sunday School:
Celebration Brunch @8:45am

4th Annual Fall Festival
Trunk or Treat Friday, October 21
Rev. Mary Hagley
Mark your calendars and check the weekly announcements for
more information. The Fall Festival goes from 3-7pm, the Trunk or
Treat is 5:30-6:30pm. This is how you can help:


Sign up to bring your car and hand out candy. Feel free to
decorate your car to be entered into the Trunk Contest. Also
have an interactive activity or game to play with the kids. All
cars need to be there no later than 5:15pm.

Rev. Mary Hagley



Donate candy for DUMC to hand out.

If your son or daughter or
grandchild will be in 3rd Grade this
year, we would like to honor them
with a Bible. Receiving your first
Bible is very exciting so please join
us on September 25 at 10am to
celebrate. If you know someone
who will receive one, please
contact Rev. Mary
revmaryhagley@gmail.com.



Help at the Craft Corner



Set up and clean up

3rd Grade Bible Presentation
September 25

Contact Rev. Mary at revmaryhagley@gmail.com or Patty Burns at
prburns2002@yahoo.com to sign up or help with the planning
details.

F.R.O.G Week Fun!
Day 1 our 16-18 youth made shirts, got to know one
another and helped at Growing Hope in Ypsilanti doing the
weeding.

Day 2 we weeded gardens at Helen and Jack Snedeker’s
house and cleaned up the basement. After lunch we went to
Whitmore Lake for a swim.

Day 3 we went to Food Gatherers to sort out spoiled food
and keep good food for our neighbors in Washtenaw County.
This was the youth’s favorite mission! In the afternoon we
went to Rolling Hills Waterpark.

Day 4 we sang at Atria and Glacier Hills Retirement
Communities. Afterwards we went to Murray’s Lake for their
campout. Overall the week was amazing and a great
opportunity to be God’s hands and feet!

Dixboro Devotional
Where the Church Meets to Pray
From Marilyn Pobanz
Read Psalm 63: 1-8
Psalm 63:1-2 “Oh God, you are my God. I earnestly seek you. My soul thirsts for you; my
body longs for you in this parched and weary land where there is no water.”
This Psalm has a special meaning for me; it is really a story of my life. At an early age, my
father took me to his church, a Baptist church in Redford. In Sunday School I learned the
23rd Psalm and the Lord’s Prayer. I enjoyed my time in Sunday School but wasn’t fond of
going to the church services; the minister was scary! After three or four years, we stopped
attending church altogether. My brother was born with cerebral palsy. It became too
difficult to care for him and go to church, too. I never pushed to go back because the
minister scared me with his fire and brimstone preaching. However, those two prayers
never left me. Later on in my high school and college years, they would re-enter my
mind. They entered my mind when I was confronted with difficult decisions, or when I
found myself in unsettling situations.
Those prayers were what grounded me after my husband died.
Unbeknownst to me, Jesus was nudging me, nagging me, pulling me back into the church.
I knew there was something missing in my life and those prayers always comforted
me. Since I had learned them in church, I began to think perhaps that is where I was
meant to be. I found my way back to church and fell in love with the Bible. I read it, but
reading it is different from understanding it. I wanted to understand it. Eventually,
a Thursday Bible Study group was formed. We met to read and discuss the bible
and biblically based books. That was a good start, but it didn’t quench the thirst I had for
learning about God’s words and what they meant for me.
Things changed when Marla Sonntag began leading our group. She lit a fire under all of us.
We began digging into the Bible; reading passages we had read before but hearing them
with fresh ears and understanding them in a new light. We invited the Holy Spirit into our
group each Thursday to guide us and help us understand the words we were reading. I felt
the Holy Spirit’s presence. Now that Marla is gone, we still open our time together with
an invitation to the Holy Spirit. We read the bible as we have before; sometimes sitting in
silence as we search out different bible interpretations for these verses. When sharing
these translations, we experience such joy. We’ve found a new piece to our Bible puzzle, a
new way of looking at an old verse! It is exhilarating. There is such a desire to know more,
to understand more, to cloth ourselves in Jesus and feel His Presence. It seems reading
more has given us an understanding but also led to more questions; so we dig deeper.
Thank you God for this little band of women who thirst as much as I do, to understand
your words.
Prayer:
Oh, God, you are my God and we so earnestly seek you. Fill us with your Holy Spirit. Guide
us as we try to live our lives the way You want us to live them. As we continue to study
your Word, help us to know there will always be more of You to learn about. Thank you
for the gift of your son, Jesus, and for the gift of the Holy Spirit. We are filled with awe in
your Presence.
John 7:37-38 “All you thirsty ones, come to me! Come to me and drink! Believe in me, so
that rivers of living water will burst out from within you; flowing from your innermost
being, just like the Scripture says!”
Focus: Thirsting to understand God's Word

Want to Share Your Story?
If you would like to participate in the Dixboro Devotionals,
please contact Mary Turfe: maryt810@yahoo.com

Rowan Says Thanks!
The Brandon family would like to
thank the church family for all the
well-wishes, prayers, help, visits,
meals and the MANY kindnesses
shown during Rowan’s first 6
months of life.
He is a healthy, happy, normal baby
and we are SO grateful.

Thank You Dixboro
Marian Robinson
Five years ago I joined Dixboro
United Methodist Church, and it was
one of the best things I have ever
done. During my time here, I have
met so many wonderful people and
have become involved in some of
the many activities that this church
does on a yearly basis, much of it to
help some of the needy families in
the community. Last year, I learned
how to make hats. In the fall, I
hosted a table for the spring salad
and dessert evening, and in past
years have helped with the annual
fair. I love the music, all of the
choirs. Thank you Zack for your
wonderful talent! Also, what gifts
we have in Reverends Tonya, Mary
and Cathy. I'm looking forward to
fall and the annual "Trunk or Treat".
Happy Fall Everyone!

History Corner
Susan D. Engle
I keep coming across interesting photographs of the Dixboro church! This one is
from a collection of digital images that Tom Freeman shared with me. The picture
was rather washed out, so I did a bit of photo editing. This is my result.
The image caught my eye because it is shows details of the front of the church
from the top of the steeple to the bottom of the front steps. Definitely a different
angle than most other photographs!
I was surprised by this tiny label: "New porch 1960." Details such as this never
occurred to me until I became Historian a few years ago! With the 2007
renovation, the exterior was restored to its original appearance – there was no
porch over the front doors in 1858. Another label said: "Dixboro Church 1982."

Cars on the Green Friday, September 16
From 3-7pm the Dixboro Farmers’ Market will be hosting “Cars on the Green,” come
check out all of the cars and buy some great produce! If you are interested in helping Rev.
Mary lead some kids games and crafts from 4-5pm let me know!

Surf Shack Vacation Bible School Wrap Up
We had a great time catching God’s amazing wave of love during our 3day VBS as we partnered with Marble Memorial UMC, London UMC, and
Azalia UMC in Milan. We had an average of 36 kids from ages 3 to 5th
grade, not including the 5 kids in childcare, plus an amazing group of
volunteers to work with! We learned many great songs and dances, we
discovered about Creation, Jesus’ baptism, and Jesus having breakfast on
the beach after his resurrection, and they also we amazed by some
science experiments. We collected 112 Dignity Bags that were sent to
Aid in Milan, and will be distributed to our neighbors. Thanks for helping
us collect toiletries. It was such a great success that we will do it again
next June all together!

Help End Hunger – One Step at a Time
Amy Knutilla

Please join the Dixboro Church Team on
the 42nd annual Ann Arbor CROP Hunger
Walk on Sunday afternoon, September
25, 2016 at Trinity Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Ann Arbor, 1400 W Stadium!
There will be two routes; a 5-mile and 1.5
mile. Registration is at 1pm, the walk
begins at 2pm after a send-off, and there
will be snacks, beverages and children’s
activities after the walk. We are planning
a lunch together after worship before the
walk on the 25th, and can carpool to the
walk.
The CROP Hunger Walk is our opportunity
to recognize our blessings and in
gratitude share our resources with those
who are in need. We can help hungry
2015 CROP Hunger Walkers from Dixboro Church
families throughout the world to eat
today and to feed themselves long into
the future. When we support the CROP Hunger Walk, we establish farms, set up small businesses, provide vital nutrients,
and create opportunities to flourish. Last year Dixboro Church had close to two dozen walkers and we raised $1401. Our goal
this year is to raise over $1500. But just imagine: if 20 walkers raised $150 each, we could double that goal! Consider this:
$150 can provide three farm families with everything they need to make succulent, nutritious and marketable honey –
training, hives, equipment.
$500 can provide 4,000 lbs. of food for a local food bank or provide up to 400 meals in a soup kitchen.
$1500 provides a cement ring well so clean water is a close source for families. Traveling less for water leaves room for
more important activities like gardening and schoolwork.
Please support CROP by walking or supporting a walker! You can obtain a walker envelope from Amy Knutilla (noodla4crop@yahoo.com) or from Rev. Mary.
A great way for walkers to raise funds is to register on-line. It’s easy to do, and it allows you to reach out to many of your
friends and family. Go to www.crophungerwalk.org/annarbormi/DixboroChurch and click on JOIN OUR TEAM. You’ll need to
provide your name and an email address (don’t worry; you only receive email from CROP) and set up a password. This is also
a great place to donate. An email is sent to the donor for the tax deduction. Checks made out to CWS/CROP can be given to
any walker on the team!
75% of money raised goes to support the work of Church World Service (CWS) in the US and abroad. 25% stays local in the
Ann Arbor community, supporting the following hunger relief organizations: Avalon Housing, Community Action Network,
Emmanuel House, Growing Hope, Hope Clinic, Packard Health, SOS Community Services, and St. Andrew’s Breakfast
Program.
Thank you for helping those in need in our local and global community - one step at a time!

SEPTEMBER
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

8:30 am
Exercise Class
9:30 am
Women’s Bible
Study

4

5

6

9:00 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship
-Holy Communion

11

7

8:30 am
Exercise Class
4:30 pm
Witness Team
6:30 pm
Outreach Team

12

9:00 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship
11:30 am

8

9

8:30 am
Exercise Class
9:30 am
Women’s Bible
Study

10
8:30 am
Course in Miracles

13

14

15

16

17

8:30 am
Exercise Class

6:30 pm
Chancel Choir
Rehearsal
7:45 pm
Joyful Noise
Rehearsal

8:30 am
Exercise Class
9:30 am
Women’s Bible
Study
6:00 pm
Vegan Cooking—
WCC

Cars on the Green

8:30 am
Course in Miracles

23

24

First
Responders
Picnic

18

19

20

21

22

9:00 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship
-Bring Canned
Goods
11:30 am
DUMW Meeting
11:30 am
DUMYouth

1:00 pm
Abigail Circle

8:30 am
Exercise Class
7:00 pm
SPRC Meeting

6:00 pm
Italian Cooking—
WCC
6:30 pm
Chancel Choir
Rehearsal
7:45 pm
Joyful Noise
Rehearsal

8:30 am
Exercise Class
9:30 am
Women’s Bible
Study
6:30 pm
Finance Meeting

25

26

27

28

29

8:30 am
Exercise Class

6:00 pm
Italian Cooking—
WCC
6:30 pm
Chancel Choir
Rehearsal
7:45 pm
Joyful Noise
Rehearsal

8:30 am
Exercise Class
9:30 am
Women’s Bible
Study
6:00 pm
Vegan Cooking—
WCC

9:00 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship
11:30 am
Walker Lunch
2:00 pm
CROP Walk

8:30 am
Course in Miracles

8:30 am
Course in Miracles
9:00 am
Michigan Folk
School

30
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OCTOBER
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
8:30 am
Course in Miracles

2

3

9:00 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship
-World Communion
Sunday
11:30 am
DUMYouth

9

10

9:00 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship
Mission Immersion

4

5

6

8:30 am
Exercise Class

6:30 pm
Chancel Choir
Rehearsal
7:45 pm
Joyful Noise
Rehearsal

8:30 am
Exercise Class
9:30 am
Women’s Bible
Study

11

12

13

8:30 am
Exercise Class

6:00 pm
Italian Cooking—
WCC
6:30 pm
Chancel Choir
Rehearsal
7:45 pm
Joyful Noise
Rehearsal

8:30 am
Exercise Class
9:30 am
Women’s Bible
Study
6:00 pm
Vegan Cooking—
WCC

16

17

18

19

20

9:00 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship
11:30 am
DUMYouth

1:00 pm
Abigail Circle

8:30 am
Exercise Class

6:00 pm
Italian Cooking—
WCC
6:30 pm
Chancel Choir
Rehearsal
7:45 pm
Joyful Noise
Rehearsal

8:30 am
Exercise Class
9:30 am
Women’s Bible
Study
6:00 pm
Vegan Cooking—
WCC

23

24

25

26

27

9:00 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship

1:00 pm
Hats and Mittens

8:30 am
Exercise Class

6:00 pm
Italian Cooking—
WCC
6:30 pm
Chancel Choir
Rehearsal
7:45 pm
Joyful Noise
Rehearsal

30

31

7

8
8:30 am
Course in Miracles
9:00 am
VCI

14

15
8:30 am
Course in Miracles
5:00-7:00 pm

Turkey Dinner

21

22

Trunk or
Treat

5:30-6:30 pm

28

8:45 am
Celebration Brunch
9:00 am
NO Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship
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8:30 am
Course in Miracles
9:00 am
Michigan Folk
School

29
8:30 am
Course in Miracles

IF YOU NO LONGER WISH TO RECEIVE THIS
PUBLICATION, PLEASE CALL 734-665-5632

“The mission of the Dixboro United
Methodist Church is to develop and sustain
disciples of Jesus Christ through worship,
education, outreach, and nurture.”

Email: dumc@dixborochurch.org
Web site: www.dixborochurch.org

Worship Schedule:
Sunday School for All Ages at 9:00am
Sunday Worship at 10:00am

Rev. Tonya M. Arnesen, Lead Pastor
Rev. Mary Hagley, Minister of Children and Youth
Rev. Cathy Freeman, Deacon Emeritus
Church Phone: (734) 665-5632

Dixboro United Methodist Church
5221 Church Road
Ann Arbor, MI 48105
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