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This year, the newly-formed Vision Team has been reading and discussing Bishop Robert Schnase’s book, Five
Practices of Fruitful Congregations together. The chapter about Radical Hospitality begins with these words:
“Vibrant, fruitful, growing congregations practice Radical Hospitality. Out of genuine love for Christ and for others,
their laity and pastors take the initiative to invite, welcome, include, and support newcomers and help them grow
in faith as they become part of the Body of Christ. Their members focus on those outside their congregation with
as much passion as they attend to the nurture and growth of those who already belong to the family of faith, and
they apply their utmost creativity, energy, and effectiveness to the task, exceeding all expectations.”
“How well are we doing?” This question sparked some deep conversation among us – and we agreed that while
Dixboro is a “friendly church,” it can be difficult for newcomers to make friends and really feel at home here.
These are some simple things we can ALL do to improve our “welcoming ministry”:
Arrive a few minutes early on Sunday morning to allow time to
greet newcomers before Sunday School/worship.
Wear your nametag. If a newcomer is sitting near you,
“Welcome one another, therefore,
encourage them to wear a “Visitor” name tag.
just as Christ has welcomed you,
Rather than giving verbal directions or pointing the way, be
for the glory of God.”
ready to escort first-time guests to the sanctuary, nursery,
restrooms, classrooms or fellowship hall (whatever they’re
(Romans 15:7)
looking for). Let them know you are glad they are here!

“

”

Introduce yourself to newcomers and remember their name. Are they new to the area? Looking for a church
home? If possible, introduce newcomers by name to at least two other people you know (including the pastor).
After worship, invite newcomers to come with you to Coffee Hour – and then be a good host/hostess: make sure
they get refreshments, introduce them to your friends and make sure they aren’t left standing alone. Before
engaging in conversation with your friends, greet newcomers and people you don’t know well.
Before the newcomer departs, invite them to return – or to join you at an upcoming church event you plan to
attend. If appropriate, exchange phone # or email address and contact them during the week.
If ALL of us will consistently, intentionally do these simple things, we will deepen our effective welcome of those
God sends to us – for the glory of God!

Rev. Tonya Arnesen

Summer Sermon Series:

words
with
friends
What words best describe our friendship with God and with one another?

July 5

feast
Are You Hungry?
John 6:22-35
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Independence Day Sunday
July 12

care
Allegra Smith Preaching
Luke 10:25-37
July 19

forgive
The Christian Weight-Loss Plan
Ephesians 4:31-5:2
July 26

hope
Seeing Through the Eyes of Hope
Jeremiah 29:11-14
August 2

feast
Are You Hungry?
Worship on the Green
& Potluck Picnic
John 6:22-35
Sacrament of Holy Communion
August 9

listen
Can You Hear Me Now?
I Samuel 3:1-10

August 16
Rev. Mary Hagley Preaching
August 23

speak
The Double-Edged Sword
(The Power of Words)
Proverbs 12:18; Matthew 12:24; James
3:2b-10

August 30

unite
The Power of the Positive
Psalm 133; Philippians 4:8
September 6

build
Building a Life Worth Living
Luke 6:46-49
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Labor Day Sunday
September 13

home
Homecoming Sunday
& Reception of New Members

www.DixboroChurch.org
Don’t Forget to Check Our Website!
Check our website regularly to stay
up to date with what’s going on with
our church. We have the calendar,
pictures, and news posted regularly.
You will also find our weekly bulletins
along with this CHIMES (and previous
editions) for view and download.

Rev. Tonya M. Arnesen
Lead Pastor

Rev. Mary Hagley
Minister of Children and Youth

Rev. Cathy Freeman
Deacon Emeritus

Zack Belsky
Director of Music Ministry
Administrative Assistant

dumc@dixborochurch.org
Like us on Facebook!
(734) 665-5632
5221 Church Rd.
Ann Arbor, MI 48105

JULY
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

9:30 pm
Women’s Bible
Study

5

6

9:00 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship
*Holy Communion

9

7

8

10

11

1:00 pm
Staff Meeting

5:30 pm
9:30 pm
Italian Cooking Class Women’s Bible
Study

5:00 pm
C.O.O.L. Kids
@ The Market

8:30 am
Course in Miracles
10:00 am
Michigan Folk
School

17

18

12

13

14

15

9:00 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship
12:00 pm
Shelter Meal

Morning
Dixboro Cooks

1:00 pm
Staff Meeting
6:00 pm
Vision Team

5:30 pm
9:30 pm
Italian Cooking Class Women’s Bible
Study
6:30 pm
Outreach Team
Meeting

19

20

21

22

9:00 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship
*Bring Canned
Goods

1:00 pm
Abigail Circle

1:00 pm
Staff Meeting

26

27

9:00 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship
11:30 am
Haiti Mission Team
Info Meeting

8:30am
Course in Miracles

16

23

8:30 am
Course in Miracles

24

25

5:30 pm
9:30 pm
Italian Cooking Class Women’s Bible
Study

5:00 pm
C.O.O.L. Kids
@ The Market

8:30 am
Course in Miracles

28

29

31

1:00 pm
Staff Meeting

5:30 pm
9:30 pm
Italian Cooking Class Women’s Bible
Study

30

Bold = Dixboro Church Events · Italic = Community Events
Please visit dixborochurch.org for more information, and the most up-to-date calendar.
dumc@dixborochurch.org
734-665-5632

AUGUST
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
8:30 am
Course in Miracles

Dixboro Fair

2

3

4

9

10

11

9:00 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship
12:00 pm
Shelter Meal

17

18

9:00 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship
*Bring Canned
Goods

1:00 pm
Abigail Circle

1:00 pm
Staff Meeting

23

24

25
1:00 pm
Staff Meeting

9:00 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship
11:15 am
New Member Class

9:00 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship
11:15 am
New Member Class

12

1:00 pm
Staff Meeting
6:30 pm
Nurture Team

16

30

5

1:00 pm
Staff Meeting

NO Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship on the
Green
*Holy Communion

6

7

8

9:30 pm
Women’s Bible
Study

5:00 pm
C.O.O.L. Kids

8:30 am
Course in Miracles

13

14

15

9:30 pm
Women’s Bible
Study
7:00 pm
Trustees Meeting

19

26

8:30 am
Course in Miracles
10:00 am
Michigan Folk
School

20

21

22

9:30 pm
Women’s Bible
Study

5:00 pm
C.O.O.L. Kids

8:30 am
Course in Miracles

27

28

29

9:30 pm
Women’s Bible
Study

31

12:00 pm
Hocking Wedding
Shower

Bold = Dixboro Church Events · Italic = Community Events
Please visit dixborochurch.org for more information, and the most up-to-date calendar.
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8:30 am
Course in Miracles
5:00 pm
Nicole Howes 25th
Anniversary Vows

C.O.O.L Kids @ the Market is going
well! As of June 26 we have
reached out with the love of Christ
to at least 25 kids (those are the
ones who have signed in). A few of
them have been returners. We
share a Bible story with them, sing
a song together, do a craft or
other activities. Each child has had
a smile on their face while leaving.
Come check it out July 10 or 24
and August 7 or 21 from 5-6pm at
the Dixboro Farmers’ Market!

Busch’s Cash For Education cards
are now available in the church
office. There are instruction sheets
on how to use the card when you
do your grocery shopping in the
office when you pick up your card.

Serving at Food Gatherers last summer 2014

FROG Week August 10-14
Friends Reaching Out for God
Beth Little

All youth entering 6th through 9th grade are welcome to join us for a week of
mission work and fun! In the mornings we will do a service project somewhere,
followed by an afternoon of fun! We will be volunteering at the House by the Side
of the Road, Food Gatherers, Animal Rescue, and local retirement communities.
We’ll end the week with a
campout at Murrays Lake.
F.R.O.G. Week (Friends Reaching Out for God) will run from 9am – 4pm M-W and
Thursday 9am through Friday at 12 noon. It is $50 per student; scholarships are
available if needed.
For more information or to donate cookies, snacks, water, or juice boxes email
Beth Little at tom_and_beth_little@msn.com or call 734-645-6160.

Kroger Community Rewards is easy...
all you have to do is shop at Kroger
and swipe your Plus Card!
To enroll, please visit
www.krogercommunityrewards.com

YOUTH CASS COMMUNITY SOCIAL SERVICES MISSION JOURNEY RECAP

On Monday, June 15, 10 youth and 3 adult volunteers left
Dixboro UMC heading out for a week in Detroit at Cass
Community Social Services on Woodrow Wilson Ave. It was an
exciting week filled with many hands-on mission projects,
including working directly with homeless and mentally
disabled people.

During the evening, we stayed at the CCSS Activity Center on
Cass & Seldon, just across the street from the church. Staying
at the Activity Center was a bit adventurous. During the day,
the CCSS hosts about 125 developmentally disabled people.
Therefore, each morning we had to take down all our bedding
and store it along with our suitcases and bags up into the
second floor of the building; and then set up again each night.
CCSS is actually run by the Cass Community United Methodist We had to have everything upstairs by 8am.
Church. Their pastor, Reverend Faith Fowler founded the
CCSS about 20 years ago. They have four areas of service, (1)
Food, (2) Homelessness, (3) Health and (4) Jobs. The CCSS
main functions are located on Woodrow Wilson in the Scott
Building.

Youth Cass Community Social Services Mission Journey Recap

Monday, June 15
We left Ann Arbor about 7:45 and arrived at CCSS at 8:30.
They immediately put us to work in their Green Industries
making "mud mats" (door mats) out of recycled tires. CCSS
collects discarded tires, cuts up the sides of the tires, and
makes mud mats. They also take the tire treads, and make
them into flip-flops with the Detroit "D" logo stamped into
the bottom. We worked alongside homeless people who
work for Green Industries, while trying to get back on their
feet.
After lunch, we went to work in the paper shredding
department. With this operation, CCSS earns money from
two sources. First, they are paid to take the recycled paper
from various businesses. They then sort the paper, put it
through the shredder, bail it up and sell it to Georgia Pacific
for recycling. The shredding room also employs mentally
disabled people to sort the paper, who usually can’t find a
job at all.

In the afternoon, we went
on a "Tire Hunt." You
might guess that this
would be a trip along the
expressway to find tires.
Sorry, . . . that is wrong.
Companies that sell new
tires have to collect a fee
to properly dispose of the
old tires. The problem is
that many are not being
honest, and instead they
keep the fees, and then
they find abandoned
homes and dump the tires
in the vacant house. Ed,
our man in charge knew which house to go to. You would
not believe how many tires were in that house. We all lined
up in a row from the house to the truck. As one tire was
passed out of the house, we then rolled it down to the truck.
We had a lot of fun rolling the tires assembly line style!

Tuesday, June 16
In the morning, we worked on preparing a vacant home for
demolition. There are two homes near the CCSS facilities.
One is owned by CCSS and will be demolished. The other
one is in the process of being foreclosed for taxes, at which
time, CCSS will purchase that home for the property value.
The kids really worked hard at a dirty job. We had to remove
all of the trash and debris from the house, plus salvage the
metal from the house before the construction equipment
comes to knock it all down. The lot will eventually be turned
into an urban garden.

In the evening we went to a Tiger’s Game, unfortunately
they lost, but it was still fun.

Wednesday, June 17

Thursday, June 18

In the morning, we went back to work on the demolition
home, where more walls and stuff was thrown into an
overflowing dumpster. The girls also take pride in pulling
very old and disgusting piece of carpet out.
In the afternoon, we went to the church. Three of us were
assigned to work on the flower beds on the Cass Street side
and three were assigned to work on the Selden Street side.
The rest of the crew were assigned to the church
playground. There were quite a few weeds to be removed.
Rev. Fowler's instructions were that she did not want to see
any green in the playground. Had to be a tough job. The
tools we had to work with were minimal, but we made it
look much better.

In the morning, we worked in the kitchen with Chef Matt.
Chef Matt has been at Cass for about three months and have
saved so much money by cooking healthier meals and using
old produce from stores and Food Gleaners. The food tasted
amazing! Cass serves hundreds of people for breakfast, lunch
and dinner. Some of us made lunch, breakfast for the next
day, and the boys got to take the trash and recycling out.
And then we all had the opportunity to serve the homeless
people, workers and other volunteers.

In the evening, we went to the Detroit Public Library to hear
Rev. Faith Fowler talk about her book, This Far By Faith,
Twenty Years at Cass Community. She helped us all
understand more about the people and structure of Cass
Community. After the talk, we had dinner with Rev. Faith
Fowler and Rev. Sue Pethoud at the Middle-Eastern AlAmeer Restaurant in Dearborn.

That evening we attended Worship in the Warehouse, which
is another worship service that Cass Community UMC holds.
We all enjoyed the music from The Ambassadors, who are all
homeless or have been at Cass previously. After singing we
listened to the prayer requests of the people, and then Rev.
Mary offered the sermon about “Running the Race with
Perseverance.” After worship we went for ice cream and had
a chance to debrief. We asked everyone two questions 1)
what has been your
favorite thing, and 2)
what have you learned?
Hearing the responses
were great, but what all
of us took away from
the week was how
uplifting it was to do
ministry with others,
instead of ministry for
others. Both are great,
but we all learned so
much
more
about
homelessness and doing
ministry.

In the afternoon, we visited with the mentally disabled folks
at the Activity Center where we did puzzles, played games,
or just visited with them. We were all blessed by our
interaction with the amazing people there.

Friday, June 19
In the morning, we continued working at the church in the
playground area, removing more weeds and trash. It looked
beautiful when we left.
In the afternoon, we pulled more weeds and made the
parsonage grounds look much better. The parsonage has a
pool that they bring the homeless children to every Friday,
and the mentally disabled to throughout the summer. We
had a great opportunity to work with Rev. Faith during this
project. And then we said good-bye and headed home,
however, Cass will be forever on our hearts. Now it’s time to
take more adults to experience what we have during our
ministry with the people of Detroit!

Habitat for Humanity
The Good News House Workdays are
Saturday July 18 & Friday July 24, 9am12pm, and/or 1-4pm. Ten workers are
needed for both days. Lunch will be
provided. There is a sign-up sheet and
site directions on the table outside the
church office door. Contact Spence
BeMent for more info. 734-665-3334

Middle & High School
Sunday School Teacher Needed
Rev. Mary is looking for someone to teach Middle and High School Sunday School,
preferably for the full school year (but more importantly from September to
December, when she will be on maternity leave). Our curriculum is one Bible lesson
per month, looked at from four different lenses. You would be responsible for
teaching at least twice a month. Contact Rev. Mary for more information if you are
interested.

Supporting Our Youth and Supporting Our Missions
The 2015 Cass Corridor Youth Mission Trip
Robert L. Baird

This year, I was “volunteered” to go along with the DUMC Youth Mission trip to the Cass Community Social Services in
Detroit. I believe all the fathers had to go to work. But what a great experience this was for me.
I often say how much I enjoy people who give of themselves. We are so fortunate to have Mary Hagley as our youth
minister. She gives so much of herself to our kids. And then, through the youth mission trip, we got to see our youth
give of themselves.
Many of you support our youth. Many of you support missions. It costs money to send our youth to Detroit. This is an
opportunity for you to support both our youth and missions.
When you make your gift:
In the memo line of your check . . . just write “YOUTH MISSION.”
If you use the envelopes . . . just write “YOUTH MISSION.”
And you know what? It does not get any better than this. You know just where your gift is going.

History Corner
Susan D. Engle

As Historian, I scan photos from time to
time. I especially like historic views of
the Dixboro Church. This one was from
the 100-year celebration of our building
in 1957-58. A few years ago some large
trees were removed from the front of
the church after a bad storm caused
damage. We quickly forget how rapidly
the church yard changes!

Dixboro Church
Scholarship Recipients
2015 Dixboro
Graduates
Kara Bowers
Kara graduated from Albion with a
Bachelor of Arts, Major in Biology,
Minor in Spanish, Concentration in
Environmental Science. She is
working for the summer for the
Nature Conservancy on Long Island
doing field research.
Scott Bowers
Scott graduated from Wayne State
University Law School with a J.D. in
Law. He is currently working for
Tanoury, Nauts, McKinney &
Garbarino, a law firm in Detroit.
Sandy Bowers
Sandy graduated with a Masters in
Social Work and she is working for
Washtenaw County, supervising
the Foster Grandparent Program.
Audrey Czachorski
Audrey graduated from Lincoln
Senior high school. In the fall she
will be attending Grand Valley
State University to study film and
video.
Zoe Hart
Zoe graduated from the University
of Michigan with a bachelors in
Vocal Performance. Zoe will be
moving to the east coast for a
Marketing
Internship
with
MetroWest Opera and to perform
the role of Barbarina in Le Nozze di
Figaro.

Allie Moening
Barbara Morris Scholarship
Bobby Knutilla
Ivan & Elnor Parker Scholarship
Audrey Czachorski
Suzanne Smith

Nora Howlett
Nola, daughter of Brent Howlett
and
Jayne
Worthy-Howlett,
graduated from Michigan State
University with a Bachelor of
Science in Zoology. After a summer
internship,
Nora
plans
to
investigate
grad
school
opportunities with a long term goal
of animal conservation/research.
Randy Hucks
Randy received a PhD in
Accounting from the Ross School of
Business at the University of
Michigan,
and
starting
in
September he will be an Assistant
Professor of Accounting at Eastern
Michigan University's College of
Business.
Laura Knutilla
Laura
graduated
from
the
University of Michigan with a
Bachelor of Science in Computer
Science Engineering from College
of Engineering. Laura will be
working for Capitol One in San
Francisco as a Software Engineer
starting in July.
Allie Moening
Allie graduated from Ann Arbor
Skyline High School. In the fall she
will attend Oakland University to
study pre-medicine.
Allegra Smith
Allegra graduated from Michigan
State University with a master's
degree in Digital Rhetoric and
Professional Writing. She will start
her PhD program in Writing,
Rhetorics and Literacies at Arizona
State University in August.

Kenzie Smith
Suzanne Smith
Anna Little
Wick Award

IF YOU NO LONGER WISH TO RECEIVE THIS
PUBLICATION, PLEASE CALL 734-665-5632

“The mission of the Dixboro United
Methodist Church is to develop and sustain
disciples of Jesus Christ through worship,
education, outreach, and nurture.”

Email: dumc@dixborochurch.org
Web site: www.dixborochurch.org

Worship Schedule:
Sunday School for All Ages at 9:00am
Sunday Worship at 10:00am

Rev. Tonya M. Arnesen, Lead Pastor
Rev. Mary Hagley, Minister of Children and Youth
Rev. Cathy Freeman, Deacon Emeritus
Church Phone: (734) 665-5632

Dixboro United Methodist Church
5221 Church Road
Ann Arbor, MI 48105
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