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Homecoming Sunday is September 13
This month we celebrate Homecoming Sunday. The purpose is twofold: 1) it’s a special opportunity for you to introduce your
unchurched friends and family to Dixboro Church, and 2) it’s a chance to invite Dixboro members we haven’t seen for a while to
return home and reconnect with their church family. During worship, we’ll bless the backpacks, briefcases and planners for
another year of learning, spiritual growth and service. After worship, the Nurture Team is sponsoring a special Coffee Hour so you
can greet newcomers and catch up with old friends.
As we prepare for Homecoming Sunday, I encourage all of us to anticipate ways we can help guests and returning members feel
comfortable and at ease. Let us ALL be intentional about creating and maintaining an atmosphere that welcomes every person
who walks through our doors to experience the genuine love and acceptance of God through the people of God – that’s the
“ministry of hospitality.”

“

Making all people feel welcome should be Dixboro’s first priority – and it is
the ministry of EVERYONE. When it comes to the ministry of hospitality, we
are all responsible for welcoming others as we have been welcomed by
Christ. What might that mean in practical terms?
Let them know you’ve missed
For at least 10 minutes prior to each worship service, we need people
them and are glad they’re here.
posted at both entrances to greet guests as they arrive. A hospitable host/
hostess would never just leave the door open and expect first-time guests
to find their way around a strange place by themselves. A hospitable
church will make it a priority to greet our guests at the door and show them
inside; help them find their way to a classroom, nursery or the sanctuary.
At the conclusion of worship, before you catch up with your friends, greet our guests and returning members FIRST. Thank them
for coming; introduce yourself and ask their name; find out where they’re from; introduce them to your friends. If they are
returning members, welcome them home! Let them know you’ve missed them and are glad they’re here.
During coffee hour, be on the look-out for people who are standing alone. Have you ever been to a party where you didn’t know
anyone? It’s awkward – and so is standing in fellowship hall, when everyone else seems to have someone to chat with. Instead of
talking with the same people every week, look around you – see who isn’t engaged in conversation and reach out to them.

”

I want to encourage us to intentionally seek ways to create a climate at Dixboro Church that welcomes every person who walks
through our doors – and helps them find a home here. Let us make it our priority to welcome guests and returning members in
the same way that Jesus Christ has welcomed us – not just on Homecoming Sunday, but every week!
Hope to see you Sunday!
Rev. Tonya Arnesen, Lead Pastor

Rev. Tonya Arnesen

Dixboro Church at the 41st Annual CROP Walk
Amy Knutilla

Join us at the 41st Annual Washtenaw/Ann
Arbor CROP Walk on Sunday afternoon,
October 11, 2105! CROP stands for
Communities Responding to Overcome
Poverty, and this is an opportunity to help
fight hunger and poverty, aid refugees, and
support the vital self-help developmental
programs for which the Church World
Service has been known for over 60 years.
Twenty five percent of what we raise by walking will help local agencies in
Washtenaw County. The Interfaith Council for Peace and Justice (ICPJ) is hosting
this walk and is leading an interfaith exploration of how our food choices impact
our environment, our economy, and our neighbors. (Go to icpj.org for more
information about the Washtenaw County agencies supported and about “Food
and Justice”.)
Please support CROP by walking or supporting a walker at Dixboro Church. You
can obtain a walker envelope from Amy Knutilla after Sunday worship or email
noodla4-crop@yahoo.com. Our goal is to raise $1500, 10% more than last year.
The Dixboro Youth have participated in past years and will do so again. Look for
opportunities to support them on the walk. Let’s challenge ourselves and see if
we can get as many adults on the team as youth!
We have an official team, “Dixboro Church”, and a special CROP website so that
family, friends, co-workers and neighbors can easily donate with a credit card to
either the Dixboro Church team or individual walkers on the team. (Walkers must
join the team on the team page.) Go to http://hunger.cwsglobal.org/goto/dixboro
or find the link on our church homepage at dixborochurch.org. Checks are
payable to CWS/CROP.
The walk begins at Rudolph Steiner High School, 2230 Pontiac Trail, Ann Arbor, MI
on Sunday, October 11, 2015. Registration begins at 1:00pm, with the walk
starting at 2:00pm. Two routes available for walkers to follow - a 3 mile and 1
mile. Snacks and beverages will be provided after walkers have finished their
chosen route. All walkers are encouraged to bring a non-perishable food item(s)
or fresh produce during the registration time, which will be donated to Back Door
Food Pantry this year. Contact Amy Knutilla with any questions.
Thank you for helping the hungry – one step at at time!
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Don’t Forget to Check Our Website!
Check our website regularly to stay
up to date with what’s going on with
our church. We have the calendar,
pictures, and news posted regularly.
You will also find our weekly bulletins
along with this CHIMES (and previous
editions) for view and download.
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DUMY Fall Activities
D.U.M.Y will begin again on September 13 from 5:30-7:30pm. All 6th-12th grade
welcome. During our time together we will gather, eat snacks, worship, and then
break into discussion groups to dive into God’s word deeper. Sandy Bowers will be
leading them during the fall.








September 13 Kickoff DUMY 5:30-7:30pm (How can you raise funds for CROP
Walk?)
September 27 DUMY 5:30-7:30pm
3rd Annual Fall Festival and
October 11 CROP Hunger Walk meet at 1:00pm
October 18 DUMY 5:30-7:30pm (Decide how you can help at the Trunk or
Friday, October 23
Treat)
October 23 (Friday) 3rd Annual Trunk or Treat
Mark your calendars and check the
November 8 DUMY 5:30-7:30pm (Make care packages for college students)
weekly announcements for more
November 20th or 21st See Mockingjay Part 2
information. The Fall Festival goes from
3-7pm, the Trunk or Treat is 5:306:30pm. This is how you can help: Save
your toilet and/or paper towel holders
for a craft at the Festival. Place them in
Fall Sunday School Kickoff September 13
the bin outside of the youth room and
Sunday School for all ages will start at 9am every Sunday morning. The youth
nursery, please.
and children will meet in the youth room. We will continue with our rotation
Sign up to bring your car and hand out
model Sunday School that we started with in the spring. Each month we will
candy. Feel free to decorate your car to
discover and experience a new Bible Story by looking at it from different
be entered into the Trunk Contest. Also
viewpoints. Sometimes everyone will meet together, and other times the
have an interactive activity or game to
elementary youth (K-5th grade) and Middle and High School (6th-12th
play with the kids. All cars need to be
grade) will split off. Our teachers are Marilyn Pobanz, Patty Fragner, Michelle
there no later than 5:15pm.
Cox, and Cody Sulkowski. The themes for this fall are:
To donate candy for DUMC to hand out,
help at the Craft Corner, set up and clean
September: Abraham and Isaac: God Will Provide
up, please contact Patty Burns at
October: Jacob and Esau Part 1: Blessing and Birthright
prburns2002@yahoo.com to sign up and
November: Jacob and Esau Part 2: Reconciliation
help her with details, or catch her on a
December: Christmas Through the Eyes of Isaiah
Sunday morning.

Trunk or Treat

Fall Sunday School Kickoff

Blessing of the
Backpacks

Rev. Mary Hagley’s
Maternity Leave

The Blessing of the Backpacks will be on
Homecoming Sunday, September 13.
Bring your backpack or briefcase or
laptop bag to church on September 13th
for a special blessing of the new school
and another work year. You don’t want
to miss out! Tell your friends, neighbors,
and family members about this special
day, it will be at 10:00am on September
13.

Once Baby Girl Hagley decides to grace
us with her presence, I will be on
maternity leave for 10 weeks, which
should bring me back just in time for
Advent! Thank you to all who will be
leading and teaching Sunday School
and Youth Group while I am at home
with our newest arrival and Big
Brother! And for those running the
Trunk or Treat event this year! Your
prayers and support is greatly
appreciated.

Scholarship Thank You
Bobby Knutilla

Dear Dixboro Church,
Thank you for awarding me the Ivan &
Elnor Parker Scholarship. I am excited to
begin my junior year at U of M. I plan on
using the scholarships to pay for my
expensive textbooks and food. I am
always scrounging and stressing for
food. Thanks again for helping make my
school year a little less stressful.
Regards
Bobby

FROG Week Wrap Up
We had between 20-25 middle school and high school youth participate in FROG
Week this past August. It went really well and the youth had fun serving God and
hanging out together. The first day they spent getting to know one another, making
t-shirts, learning their songs, and going to House By the Side of the Road.
Unfortunately, there was no work for them, but they had the opportunity to learn
how “The House” operates. Day 2 we went to the Michigan Friends Animal Rescue
in Belleville, where they played with puppies, dogs, and cats. In the afternoon, they
tubed down the Cascades at Argo Pond Park in Ann Arbor. Day 3 they worked hard
at Growing Hope weeding, transplanting plants, and laying mulch. In the afternoon,
they relaxed at a beach on Whitmore Lake. Day 4 we had the opportunity to sing
and visit at Glacier Hills, and new this year we stayed to worship with the residents.
After enjoying lunch at Big Boy’s, we headed out to Murray’s Lake for a fun
afternoon and evening. Throughout the week we challenged the youth to
memorize Matthew 25:34-40 (look it up), however the last verse is the key: “Then
the king will reply to them, ‘I assure you that when you have done it for one of the
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you have done it for me.’” All the great
work they did this week was for Jesus! Thank you to all who donated water,
cookies, chips, or monetary donations.

C.O.O.L Kids @ the
Market Wrap Up
This new children’s ministry was a
huge success! Thank you to all of
my leaders and volunteers who
made these events fun and
enjoyable. All six times we had
great weather and at least 10
children each time. Our last
meeting time in August we had
close to 20 kids, who came
together to color, hear a Bible
Story, sing a song, and do a craft.
Over the 6 sessions held we
reached out to and shared God’s
love with at least 40 children in
our community; some came
weekly, others came off and on,
and others only made it once. We
continue to pray we have made a
difference in the lives of the
children and parents who came, in
hopes they will remember God’s
love and the people of Dixboro
Church.

History Corner
Susan D. Engle

Recently I scanned photographs of the church taken 1949-1950 during construction
of the "first addition." Often called the "church house," this two-story section was
built directly behind the sanctuary and includes these rooms on the ground floor in
2015: choir room, conference room/library, church office, handicapped restroom
(which originally was two small restrooms), and storage closets along the hallway
by the stairway to the basement. The second floor included one large room with a
stage, used for large group activities and programs. In later years, classrooms were
built in that space.
This photograph of 1950 shows the brand-new sidewalk to the front entrance on
the west end of the "church house." (I have no idea if this was a candid or a posed
shot.) The door opens into a hallway, which now features various pictures and
pastor portraits on the walls.

Busch’s Cash For Education cards
are now available in the church
office. There are instruction sheets
on how to use the card when you
do your grocery shopping in the
office when you pick up your card.

Kroger Community Rewards is easy...
all you have to do is shop at Kroger
and swipe your Plus Card!
To enroll, please visit
www.krogercommunityrewards.com

SEPTEMBER
Sun

6

Mon

7

9:00 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship
-Holy Communion

13

14

9:00 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship
11:15 pm
Youth Choir
5:30 pm
DUMY

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

11:00 am
Staff Meeting

9:30 pm
Women’s Bible
Study

8

9

10

4:30 pm
Indian Dance Class

11:00 am
Staff Meeting
5:30 pm
Italian Cooking Class

9:30 pm
Women’s Bible
Study
Times TBD
Chancel Choir
Joyful Noise

15

16

17

4:30 pm
Indian Dance Class

11:00 am
Staff Meeting
5:30 pm
Italian Cooking Class
7:00 pm
SPRC Meeting

9:30 pm
Cars on the Green
Women’s Bible
Study
5:30 pm
Italian Cooking WCC
Times TBD
Chancel Choir
Joyful Noise

8:30 am
Course in Miracles

26

20

21

22

23

24

9:00 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship
-Bring Canned
Goods
11:15 pm
Youth Choir
11:15 am
UMW Meeting

1:00 pm
Abigail Circle

4:30 pm
Indian Dance Class
5:30 pm
Michigan Folk
School

11:00 am
Staff Meeting
5:30 pm
Italian Cooking Class

9:30 pm
Women’s Bible
Study
5:30 pm
Vegan Cooking WCC
Times TBD
Chancel Choir
Joyful Noise

27

28

29

30

4:30 pm
Indian Dance Class

11:00 am
Staff Meeting

9:00 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship
5:30 pm
DUMY
11:15 pm
Youth Choir

8:30 am
Course in Miracles

11

12
8:30 am
Course in Miracles
8:45 am
German School
10:00 am
Michigan Folk
School

18

25
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19

8:30 am
Course in Miracles
8:45 am
German School
10:00 am
Michigan Folk
School

OCTOBER
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

9:30 am
Women’s Bible
Study
5:30 pm
Vegan Cooking WCC

4

5

9:00 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship on the
Green
-World Communion
Sunday
11:15 pm
Youth Choir

11

12

9:00 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship
12:00 pm
Shelter Meal
12:00 pm
CROP Walk

18

19

9:00 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship
-Bring Canned
Goods
5:30 pm
DUMY
11:15 pm
Youth Choir
11:15 am
UMW

25
9:00 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship
11:15 pm
Youth Choir

26

6

7

8

4:30 pm
Indian Dance Class

11:00 am
Staff Meeting
5:30 pm
Italian Cooking WCC

9:30 am
Women’s Bible
Study
5:30 pm
Vegan Cooking WCC
Times TBD
Chancel Choir
Joyful Noise

13

14

15

4:30 pm
Indian Dance Class

11:00 am
Staff Meeting
5:30 pm
Italian Cooking WCC

9:30 am
Women’s Bible
Study
5:30 pm
Vegan Cooking WCC
Times TBD
Chancel Choir
Joyful Noise

20

21

22

4:30 pm
Indian Dance Class
6:00 pm
Michigan Folk
School

11:00 am
Staff Meeting

9:30 am
Women’s Bible
Study
Times TBD
Chancel Choir
Joyful Noise

27

28

29

4:30 pm
Indian Dance Class

11:00 am
Staff Meeting
5:30 pm
Italian Cooking WCC
7:00 pm
SPRC Meeting

9:30 am
Women’s Bible
Study
Times TBD
Chancel Choir
Joyful Noise

8:30 am
Course in Miracles

9

10
8:30 am
Course in Miracles
10:00 am
Michigan Folk
School
8:45 am
German School

16

17
8:30 am
Course in Miracles

23

24

5:30-6:30 pm

Trunk or

Treat

30
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8:30 am
Course in Miracles
10:00 am
Michigan Folk
School
8:45 am
German School

31
8:30 am
Course in Miracles

IF YOU NO LONGER WISH TO RECEIVE THIS
PUBLICATION, PLEASE CALL 734-665-5632

“The mission of the Dixboro United
Methodist Church is to develop and sustain
disciples of Jesus Christ through worship,
education, outreach, and nurture.”

Email: dumc@dixborochurch.org
Web site: www.dixborochurch.org

Worship Schedule:
Sunday School for All Ages at 9:00am
Sunday Worship at 10:00am

Rev. Tonya M. Arnesen, Lead Pastor
Rev. Mary Hagley, Minister of Children and Youth
Rev. Cathy Freeman, Deacon Emeritus
Church Phone: (734) 665-5632

Dixboro United Methodist Church
5221 Church Road
Ann Arbor, MI 48105
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