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From the Pastor’s Heart... 
 

Change is always difficult, isn’t it?  In his book, Innovation, Richard N. Foster tells about watching the 
wonderful old musical Singin’ in the Rain with Gene Kelly, Debbie Reynolds, and Donald O’Connor.  Suddenly 
he realized that the movie was about change.   

The plot focuses on two silent movie stars whose careers are 
threatened by the new “talkie” technology.  Although their friends 
assure them that moving pictures with sound will never sell, soon all 
the Hollywood studios are producing them.  These two stars attempt to 
make a “talkie” as well, but fail miserably.  The microphones pinned to 
their clothes make loud noises every time they move, because “talkie 
technology” is still being perfected.  Even worse, their glamorous 
female lead has a high, squeaky voice.  Knowing that she could become 
a laughing-stock to her fans, they bring in Debbie Reynolds to record 
her lines and sing for her.  It is a wonderful hybrid product that works – 
at least for one movie.  But when folks discover that Debbie Reynolds is 
the real voice behind the face (and she is just as pretty), Reynolds becomes a star.  And the beautiful blonde 
with the squeaky voice?  Her career is over.   

What happened in the movie, also happened in real life:  unless they were able to adapt to the new 
technology, silent screen stars faded when “talkies” appeared.   

It is a basic fact of human life:  change is constant and it’s happening everywhere – in our families, our 
workplaces, in technology and culture, in the world.  It’s even happening in the church!       

Change can create fear and anxiety, insecurity about the present and uncertainty about the future; change 
can create distrust and division within a community.  However, change can also be creative and exciting; can 
motivate and stimulate growth; can energize where there is stagnation, and transform death into 
resurrection.  Either way – whether we welcome or resist change, we know it is hard work!  Lovett Weems, 
distinguished professor of church leadership and director of the Lewis Center for Church Leadership at 
Wesley Theological Seminary reminds us, “The only people who LIKE change are babies.”   

In what ways might God be calling Dixboro to step out of our comfort zone and change?  In the way we 
worship together?  In the way we connect with and serve our community?  In the way we focus our 
resources and set our priorities?  In the methods we use to communicate the gospel?  In the way we 
assimilate new people into our fellowship?     

The answer is – ALL the above.  As we follow God’s vision into the future, let us strive to worship, witness, 
fellowship, educate and serve in the spirit of unity, which is ours through the Holy Spirit.  For, while the 
church is ever-evolving to meet the needs of an ever-changing culture, we worship the one Christ, who “is 
the same yesterday, today and forever.”   

In Christ’s loving service, 

Rev. Tonya Arnesen 
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Register Now For Vacation Bible School 
By Rev. Mary Hagley, Minister of Youth and Children 

We invite all children to step right up at “Everywhere Fun Fair: Where God’s World 
Comes Together” Vacation Bible School. Explore and experience God’s welcoming 
love at VBS! The fun begins JULY 21 and ends JULY 25 from 6:00-8:00pm here at 
Dixboro UMC. 

Adventures include interactive Bible fun and great music, super science, cool crafts, hands-on mission work, 
global games, and more. To be a part of all the excitement at “Everywhere Fun Fair,” register at 
http://2013.cokesburyvbs.com/dixboroumc. All children ages 3 years old to 5th grade are welcome! 

Help needed on the following dates to decorate, set up craft projects, and clean: 

Wednesday, July 17 1:00pm to 3:00pm 

Thursday, July 18 6:00pm to 8:00pm 

Friday, July 19 1:00pm to 3:00pm 

Sunday, July 21 12:00pm to 5:00pm 

F.R.O.G. Week – August 12-16 
By Beth Little 

All youth entering 6th through 9th grade are welcome to join us for a week of mission 
work and fun! In the mornings we will do a service project somewhere, followed by an 
afternoon of fun! We will be volunteering at the House by the Side of the Road, Food 
Gatherers, Animal Rescue, and local retirement communities. We’ll end the week with a 
campout at Murrays Lake. 

F.R.O.G. Week (Friends Reaching Out for God) will run from 9am – 4pm M-W and Thursday 9am through 
Friday at 12 noon. It is $50 per student; scholarships are available if needed.  

For more information or to donate cookies, snacks, water, or juice boxes email Beth Little at 
tom_and_beth_little@msn.com or call 734-645-6160. 

Updates... 
From Rev. Mary Hagley 

Imagine No Malaria—Thank you to everyone who donated towards Imagine No Malaria. We raised $666 
towards our $2,750 goal, which is $10 per member. Our VBS mission project this year will support this 
project! 

Camp Scholarship Update—Thank you to everyone who made it possible for each 
and every one of our youth to attend camp. Total we raised a little over $2000, 
which means we have a little left over for next year! Praise God! I knew you would 
help us solve this beautiful problem. 

Summer Music News 
From Jaclyn Johnson, Music Director 

 Dixboro Sunday Morning Singers—Come one, come all! Do you love to sing, but don’t have a lot of spare 

time? Then sing with us the last Sunday of June, July, and August. (Up next:  July 28 and August 25th) We will 

rehearse Sunday morning at 9am in the choir room and present the song as our gift of music during the 

service. Open to all ages and singing levels!  

Summer Gifts of Music—There are still Sundays available this summer for musicians who would like to share 

their music during worship. Please sign up on the bulletin board across from the choir room.  

http://2013.cokesburyvbs.com/dixboroumc
mailto:tom_and_beth_little@msn.com
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We have set up a Facebook page for Dixboro Church! Here’s a 

place to share Church events, pictures, and news. The next time 

you are on Facebook, search for Dixboro UMC and click the Like 

button! 

Motown Mission Experience 
By Rev. Mary Hagley 

The youth and I had a wonderful trip to Detroit the week of June 16-21. 
We gathered at Metropolitan UMC with many other youth groups (7 in 
total) go out into the city to bring God’s light into a broken city. During 
our last worship service the youth made a mural of items found at 
different worksites throughout the week (see picture), and they 
decided to put lots of broken pieces on it surrounding a cross because 
Christ will bring healing to Detroit.  

Throughout the week we worked with the Joy-Southfield organization to help them bring more community 
into the neighborhood. Every Tuesday afternoon they run a Farmer’s Market and they would like it to be 
more of a permanent gathering place for the community. This is how we helped: 

Day 1 we pulled weeds out of the cracks in the parking lot, removed the grass and dirt from a cement island, and built 
part of the raised garden bed maze.  

Day 2 we continued to build the maze, removed dirt and rocks out of the island, 
and helped set up the farmer’s market.  

Day 3 we pulled more weeds from the cracks in the parking lot, jack hammered 
(at least Mark Moran did for us), sledge hammered the cement island, and filled 
the garden maze with mulch and the dirt we had removed from the cement 
island.  

Day 4 we sledge hammered a little more, 
filled part of the island in with gravel to 
make it level, built a sign, pulled weeds 

and whacked away at tall grass in the neighborhood community garden, and 
then we went to a Tiger’s game that they won in the last inning!  

Day 5 we put top soil in the garden maze, planted 
some seeds, finished taking down the grass at the 
community garden, trimmed some branches that 
were overgrown, and had lunch provided by the group we were helping. On Friday we 
only worked a half day, so in the afternoon we relaxed on Belle Isle Beach, had dinner in 
Mexicantown, and came home after our closing worship. 

Thank you for supporting our youth on this 
mission trip. You should be very proud of the 
work they did and are continuing to do for 
Christ. Our youth have already said they want 
to go back next year, Praise God! Also thank 

you everyone who came down to help during the day; and a big thank 
you to Scott Bowers and Wolfram Buschhaus who spent the night at 
Metropolitan UMC. Let’s get ready for next year! 
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Ministry at the Homeless Shelter 
By Rev. Cathy Freeman, Deacon 

Dixboro Church has helped to serve meals at the Washtenaw County Homeless Shelter 
for something like 25 years.  We used to have to cook the meal in our kitchen and 
transport it to a temporary Shelter in downtown Ann Arbor. 

In 2003, the Delonis Center, a permanent shelter on Huron Street in downtown Ann 
Arbor opened.  This marked an amazing cooperative effort among governments, faith 
communities, and non-profit organizations in Washtenaw County. 

People from Dixboro still help with this ministry but today we cook in an industrial 
kitchen and serve about 130 people, all under the direction of trained chefs from Food 
Gatherers. 

You can help with this ministry, which occurs –on the second Sunday of each month.  There are 2 shifts:  
from noon to 2:30 we prepare the meal, from 2:30 to 5:00 meals are served and clean up is done. 

You can be a permanent volunteer in this ministry.  This means you show up for your shift every month or 
get a sub.  Or you can sign up to be a sub and will get contacted now and again to fill in for someone.  In 
either case, contact Cathy Freeman and 734-323-4149 or cathyfreeman27@gmail.com. 

This is an extremely rewarding ministry – working with nice, nice people and helping to fight hunger in our 
community.  Will you join us? 

 Dixboro Church and Habitat for Humanity Huron Valley 
By Spence BeMent 

Where: 1269 Lester and 1244 Lester:  Good News Houses for 2013 

When: Friday July 12 and/or Saturday July 13, 8am-12pm or 12:30pm-4pm or all day 

Please join us in this important mission. Some information for volunteers: 

Each and every volunteer plays a key role in helping us achieve our mission, no matter 
how experienced they may be. Those who participate in the rehabilitation of a home 

help to provide the opportunity for a family in need to have a decent and affordable place of their own. 
General Construction Volunteers participate in the upgrading of homes at all stages of construction. No 
experience is necessary! A willingness to help is the only requirement. House leaders and other skilled 
construction leaders supervise and train general volunteers on the build site. 

We are looking for construction volunteers to support the renovations of 1269 and 1244 Lester in Ypsilanti, 
the 2013 Good News Houses. 

Time Commitment: We ask our General Construction Volunteers to commit to a full day of volunteering on 
a build site.  A volunteer day will begin promptly at 8:00am. It is very important that you arrive on time for 
the safety information and delegation of tasks.  You are more than welcome to bring along breakfast items 
if you would like.  You will sign-in, fill out the Volunteer Wavier (if you haven’t already), and then participate 
in a brief orientation about Habitat and our safety requirements. The Habitat House Leader will then discuss 
the day’s tasks.  You will break for a prepared lunch at noon.  You construction volunteer day will end 
by 4:00pm.  

Age Requirement: Youths ages 16 and 17 can participate on the build site; however, a parent or guardian 
must accompany the minor and they must have a parent or guardian sign the minor release form.  For 
liability reasons, youths ages 15 and younger are not allowed on the build site. 

Sign up and information is available on the table outside the church office or contact Spence BeMent at 734
-665-3334. See http://www.h4h.org/ for more information about Habitat for Humanity Huron Valley. 

mailto:cathyfreeman27@gmail.com
http://www.h4h.org/


5 

Annual Salad And Dessert Dinner– May 9, 2013—Fun, Food, and Fellowship 
 

Be sure to thank Carole Buttrum for the photos! 
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DUMC Scholarship Recipients, 2013 
By Barbara Scheffer, Scholarship Committee Chairperson 

The DUMC Scholarship Committee is pleased to announce the recipients of the DUMC Scholarships for 2013. All high 
school, college, university and training program students who are members of DUMC are eligible to apply. There were 
six recipients this year for the following Dixboro Church scholarships: the Barbara Morris Academic Achievement 
Award; the Ivan & Elnor Parker Academic Achievement Award; the Suzanne Smith Memorial Scholarship; and the Terry 
Wick Memorial Scholarship. This year’s recipients are exemplary. We are very proud. 

Kara Bowers  has completed her 2nd year at Albion College, majoring in Biology with a minor in Spanish. She will be 
studying abroad in Australia this fall exploring sustainable and ecological restoration. She continues her volunteer work 
at college and at home. She likes the motto, “Gulp Life” and says, “I see God in the world around me and feel most like 
a follower of Jesus Christ when I am working with and for other people.” 

Mariam Carson has completed her senior year at Skyline High School and is a member of the National Honor Society. 
She will be attending the University of Michigan this fall. She has been an active member of DUMC helping with Shelter 
Meals, filling in as liturgist, Vacation Bible School, and singing in the adult choir. She says, “Helping others and 
volunteering has helped me realize that you don’t have to give tons of money but that the simplest things can make a 
difference in someone’s life.”  

Bobby Knutilla has completed his senior year at Huron High School after completing several Advanced Placement 
courses and being a member of the National Honor Society. He has been accepted through the Preferred Admission 
process to the University of Michigan’s Ross School of Business in the fall. He achieved the rank of Eagle Scout and has 
participated in multiple charitable activities both within the church and in the community. He credits his “tight-knit” 
family as guiding his growth and says, “I am blessed to have such a loving family.” 

Laura Knutilla has completed her 2nd year at the University of Michigan in the College of Engineering majoring in 
Computer Engineering. This past semester she studied at the Univeridad de Sevilla in Spain and she is working as an 
intern at Lexmark in Lexington, KY this summer. She has been an active member of the DUMC congregation since she 
was in elementary school, sharing, “I remember learning the Lord’s Prayer in Sunday School and winning a box of Thin 
Mints.” Laura too, acknowledges the love and support she has always received from her family. 

Allegra Woodward Smith has just completed her undergraduate degree from MSU. She will be returning to MSU in the 
fall for a master’s degree in Digital Rhetoric. She continues her work at the LBGT Resource Center and the Wesley 
Foundation at MSU. She says, “In the United Methodist Church we believe that everyone is called by God to a greater 
purpose—clergy and laity alike—and I have heard the call to minister, according to my unique God-given talents, 
through higher education in rhetoric and writing.” 

Mackenzie Woodward Smith has just completed her senior year in South Lyon High School and will be attending 
Central Michigan in the fall studying Technical Theater. She has been active in both singing, drama and also peer 
support groups such as “Pride” that mentors incoming freshman each year. She has actively participated in turkey and 
ham dinners at DUMC, as well as the Artisan’s on the Green at our Dixboro Fair. She says, “This event is one of my 
favorite church experiences ….It is so nice to be able to help the artists as well as make money for local charities.” 

Congratulations! 

Left to right: Mariam, Kara, Bobby, Mackenzie, and Allegra. Missing: Laura             
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M/W/F  10:00 am Seniors Exercise 

Tuesdays 8:30 am   Exercise Class 

  10:30 am Staff Meeting 

Thursdays 8:30 pm   Exercise Class 

  9:30 am   Women’s Bible Study 

Saturdays 8:30 am   Course in Miracles 

Sundays 9:30 am   Summer Worship 

  10:30 am Fellowship Hour 

   

1st  Sun Holy Communion 

2nd  Sun  Shelter Meal Ministry 

3rd  Sun Bring canned goods to worship 

2nd Mon 7:00 pm Missions Committee 

3rd Mon 1:00 pm United Methodist Women 

1st Tues 6:30 pm Nurture Committee 

1st Wed 6:00 pm Worship Committee 

1st Thurs 7:00 pm Witness/Outreach 

1st Thurs* 7:00 pm Women of Dixboro 

1st Thurs** 7:00 pm Christian Education Board 

2nd Thurs 7:00 pm Trustees Committee 

4th Thurs 7:00 pm Service of Wholeness 

4th Thurs 6:30 pm Finance Committee 

 * Jan, Mar, Sept, Nov 2013 

 ** Quarterly. Feb, May, Sept, Nov 2013 

Recurring Events at Dixboro Church 

To see the calendar that is maintained in the 
office, go to the Dixboro Church wbsite at 

www.dixborochurch.org and click on  
Church Calendar 

Jill Chappuis  3 
Scott Connell  3 
Merrilee Day  3 
Fred Scheel  4 
Lisa Schneider  5 
Jackie Cummings  8 
Madeline Park  8 
Amy Chappuis 10 
Laurel Marken 12 
Marilyn Gooding 14 
Ron Johnson 14 
Dorothy Durston 16 

Danielle Warren 17 
Kevin Freeman 18 
Faye Ireland 18 
Bill Brandon 21 
Karen Engle 26 
Ed Martin 26 
Tamara Trotter 26 
Joan Lippens 29 
Allie Moening 29 
Bob Branner 31 
Joann Branner 31 

Betty Fishbeck  1 
Thomas Zinn  1 
Breanna Root  2 
Hannah Connell  2 
Bobby Knutilla  2 
Robin Zynda  2 
Thomas Mooradian  5 
Alexander LaLonde  7 
Robert Lippens  8 
Viko Mumbiro  9 
Steve Hornback 12 
David King 13 
Emme Cloutier 17 
Jeff Hagley 17 

Linda Coffey 18 
Deborah Fox 18 
Donald Staebler 18 
Laughlan Campbell 18 
Geoffrey Anderson 19 
Anna Little 25 
Dale Sanford 25 
Autumn Powers 26 
Karen Cummings 30 
Mary Baird 31 
Gordan Jurasek 31 
Ross Moran 31 
Jeff Sanford 31 
Kaila Warren 31 

August Birthdays 

July Birthdays 

Casseroles For Fund-Raising- Come 
And Get Them!!! 
The Dixboro Cooks have a whole new batch of 
casseroles for purchase.  Four options include:  

 Meatloaf and Mashed Potatoes 
 Hearty Beans with Meat 
 Cabbage Rolls 
 Mock Reuben 

Casseroles are available for purchase ($13 each) 
between services and immediately after the second 
service. Contact Elaine Hawks Sanford, Barbara 
Scheffer, Shirley Koch, or Meredith Burr.  

http://dixborochurch.org/
http://dixborochurch.org/Calendar
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Dixboro United Methodist Church 

5221 Church Road 

Ann Arbor, MI  48105 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

The 

CHIMES 
DIXBORO UNITED      
METHODIST CHURCH 
NEWSLETTER 
 

July/August 2013 

Rev. Tonya M. Arnesen, Lead Pastor 
  Rev. Cathy Freeman, Minister of Missions and Nurture 

Rev. Mary Hagley, Minister of Children and Youth 
   Church Phone:  (734) 665-5632 

 
Sunday Worship Schedule Labor Day through Memorial Day 

Casual Worship 9:00 am 
Traditional Worship 11:00 am 

 
Summer Worship at 9:30am 

 
Email:  dumc@dixborochurch.org 
Web site:  www.dixborochurch.org 

 

“The mission of the Dixboro United  
Methodist Church is to develop and sustain 
disciples of Jesus Christ through worship, 

education, outreach, and nurture.” 
 

IF YOU NO LONGER WISH TO RECEIVE THIS 
PUBLICATION, PLEASE CALL 734-665-5632. 
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