
A Note from Pastor Tonya

Adapted from United Methodist 
Discipleship Ministries 

In the United States, 
Christmastime and thoughts of 
home just go together. "I’ll be 
Home for Christmas," and 
"There’s No Place Like Home for the Holidays," are two of the most popular holiday songs, year 
after year. Christmas movies and seasonal television shows regularly feature stories of people 
going to their family home or extended family home over the holidays. Among the rituals we 
create for this darkest time of the year in the Northern Hemisphere, the majority of them are 
associated with going home.

During this season we also re-create our treasured traditions that remind us of home: lighting 
candles, decorating a Christmas tree, caroling through a neighborhood, hosting festive “open 
house” parties for friends, neighbors, and colleagues. It’s all about home.

In the church, the Advent and Christmas Season are about another kind of homecoming: the 
homecoming of Christ who came to redeem and renew us, this earth, and all creation till "heaven 
and nature sing" with joy. During Advent, our scriptures focus on the final fulfillment of God’s 
promise to bring us to our eternal home with God. In the meantime, God has sent Jesus, 
Emmanuel, "God With Us." The Christmas story reminds us that in Christ, God has made a home 
among mortals here on earth. Christ has made his home in the hearts and minds of those who 
love him.

This year’s Advent and Christmas Season series embraces this promise. Using the metaphor of 
"homecoming," each week we will "unwrap" something that helps us prepare our hearts, our lives, 
our families, our communities, and our world to receive Christ, who comes to make his home 
among us. And each week after worship, we will enjoy an intergenerational activity for the whole 
Dixboro family to experience a seasonal tradition together. I look forward to sharing this Advent 
season with my church family!  

~Rev. Tonya Arnesen



Check out our website!

www.DixboroChurch.org
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Wel  to A n !

12:00PM - Drive to Concordia University
"A Manor Christmas"



Holiday Announcements and Activities

December 3: +Advent Wreath Making during Fellowship Time+
Celebrate the Kickoff of Advent by making a wreath to light together 
as a family. Spend some time using greens to create yours or for a 
family friendly wreath for small children using toilet paper rolls. 
Whichever you prefer. Have a chance to get to know your Dixboro 
Friend too!

December 9: Dixboro Holiday Market

December 10: +Cookie Walk+ The Annual Cookie Walk is Sunday, 
December 10. Please help by baking cookies (fudge or candy is also 
good) to sell at this event. Deliver your cookies to the church by 9 AM. 
And plan to attend worship and buy a wonderful assortment of 
goodies after church. This is a great Sunday to invite friends to 
worship with us.

DUMW Christmas Cookie Walk will be held after church with a cookie 
decorating station, a craft project for our shut-ins, and a card signing 
area. As you stand in line for cookies or decorate a cookie, share your 
favorite memories from past Christmases with the people around you. 
Maybe you could decorate your cookie or do a project with your 
Dixboro Friend?!

December 14: Holiday Tea The Annual Holiday Tea will be at Carole 
DeSantis' home this year, Thursday, December 14 at noon. Carole 
will provide tea and dessert. 12417 Woodlands Court, Plymouth. 
Please bring an appetizer to share, if you are so inclined. If not, 
please come anyway. RSVP to Carole: 734-454-1814 or 
caroleandjez@sbcglobal.net.  

Let her know what appetizer (if any) you are bringing. Please label all 
food which lists all ingredients as there are some severe allergies in 
the group. Children and friends are welcome.

December 17: +Joy is Our True Home+ Come to worship for our 
Music Sunday, and then stay afterwards for our Soup and Salad 
Christmas Party. We will be celebrating the birth of Christ together as 
a family by eating together, singing Christmas Carols, doing crafts & 
talking with your Dixboro Friend, and then going out to carol in 
Dixboro!

December 24: Christmas Eve Services 6pm and 8pm

See the full calendar of events on www.dixborochurch.com

+ Advent Intergenerational 
Activities!+

Dixboro Moms Group
Our next gathering will be on 
Saturday, December 16 for an 
evening Mom’s Night Out Dinner. 
We will meet at 6:00pm. RSVP by 
Dec. 10 to Rev. Mary 
revmaryhagley@gmail.com, so we 
can make reservations.

Dixboro United Methodist Women make hats and mittens!

mailto:revmaryhagley@gmail.com


History of the Christmas Cookie
By Jayne Worthy-Howlett

Long before Christmas, ancient cooks prepared sweet 
baked goods to celebrate the winter solstice. By the 
Middle Ages, the Christmas holiday had overtaken 
solstice rituals throughout much of present day Europe, 
but the old feast traditions remained. Spices like ginger, 
nutmeg, cinnamon, and black pepper were starting to be 
widely used and were quickly incorporated into holiday 
baked goods. German lebkuchen (gingerbread) is 
thought to be the first cookie traditionally associated with 
Christmas. However, gingerbread men are credited to 
Queen Elizabeth I of England, who had gingerbread 
molded into the shapes of her favorite courtiers. 

Dutch settlers introduced Christmas cookies to the "free land" in the early 17th century. Here's a recipe for 
'Christmas Cookey' from Amelia Simmons' 1796 cookbook, "American Cookery."

'To three pounds of flour, sprinkle a tea cup of fine powdered coriander seed, rub in one pound of butter, 
and one and a half pound sugar, dissolve one tea spoonful of pearl ash [a rising agent] in a tea cup of milk, 
kneed all together well, roll three quarters of an inch thick, and cut or stamp into shape and slice you 
please, bake slowly 15 or 20 minutes; tho' hard and dry at first, if put in an earthen pot, and dry cellar, or 
damp room, they will be finer, softer and better when six months old.'

It may be too late to try out Mrs. Simmons' recipe for your Christmas 2017 cookie plate, so check out the 
UMW Cookie Walk on December 10 for an assortment of (freshly made) treats. Happy eating!

Senior Fellowship

October Guest Speaker:
Pastor Noelsaint 

District Superintendent from Haiti

November Guest Speaker:
Bob DeWolf



Welcoming DUMC's New Interns

Hello! My name is Elijah Emmons. I am a freshman trombone 
performance major at EMU. I've been going to church since I 
was a baby--I even played baby Jesus when I was three 
months old in a church play. I have been in band since 6th 
grade.

During my sophomore year I started to join extra ensembles. I 
joined the pit for the musical, the local community orchestra,

the Cadillac symphony orchestra, and the community band. My junior year, I became a section 
leader during marching band, I became a founding member of the Cadillac HS jazz band, and I got 
the pep band playing at hockey games. 

After that, a few of my friends and I decided we wanted to start a band. That's right, a bona fide 
band, the kind that plays in the community and gets payed to entertain people. We started making 
money from music and it was glorious. That was the moment I found out my dream was to play in a 
gig band and live off of it. 

By my senior year, I had fallen in love with music and wasn't afraid to show it. I conducted the pep 
band during basketball season, I got a lead role in the musical. I joined the top choir for the last half 
of my senior year. I also was asked to perform with the Cadillac area symphony orchestra as a 
soloist and performed my very first solo last year.

Still, I was accepted to Michigan Tech to study pharmacy and business, and planned on going until 
I had an epiphany. During my last few days of A.P. Calc, I realized I hated sitting at a desk not 
being able to move or express myself. That's when I realized music was probably the way to go. 

After a few weeks of music classes at Eastern, I saw a flyer for this vocal internship, and I am so 
glad that I sent a message to Zack. I love being a part of this congregation, I love the atmosphere 
here. You all make me feel so welcomed and loved. Thank you for the opportunity to get paid to do 
something I love at a place I love. I look forward to getting to know you all! 

My name is Amber Hoffman. I am a sophomore at Eastern 
Michigan University, and I am studying Vocal Music Education. 
Throughout high school, I was in band, choir, and orchestra. I 
have always had a love for music, and knew it was what I wanted 
to do for the rest of my life. This year has been a very exciting 
year for me. I was elected president of the EMU Women’s choir 
and received a spot in the EMU choir, one of the

most prestigious choirs in the country. The EMU choir will be performing with Andrea Bocelli at the 
Little Caesar’s arena, and we will be heading to New York City in March to perform at Carnegie 
Hall. I am so thankful to be a part of this wonderful group. 

I am also very excited and thankful to be working with the choir at Dixboro. This is a wonderful 
opportunity for me, and I promise I will not let any of you down! 
Feel free to come up and say "hi!" Two fun facts about me: I have been a lifeguard for 4 years, and 
I have been sewing since I was 4.



Faith Formation Corner by Rev. Mary

Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, for he will speak peace to his people, to his faithful, to those 
who turn to him in their hearts. Psalm 85:8

Over the past few weeks I have been researching and preparing for our upcoming Advent Season in the 
life of the Church. I have been creating Advent calendars and bags, arranging intergenerational activities, 
designing worship services, and recruiting volunteers to assist me with all of these endeavors. With all of 
this planning, I keep praying for God to use this Advent season to bring people back into a relationship 
with his Son, the perfect love of all. 

Advent is a time to prepare our hearts and minds for the coming birth of Jesus. We spend the four weeks 
of Advent thinking about prophecies and how God used John the Baptist, Mary, and Joseph as resources 
to provide a way for the Good News of Jesus to be heard and accepted. Advent also marks the beginning 
of the liturgical calendar, meaning the life of the church. You may hear Pastor Tonya say, “Happy New 
Year” on the first Sunday of Advent, and it doesn’t mean she is confused with the time of year, but it is a 
celebration of starting over and reliving the Good News of Jesus Christ that is proclaimed at his birth.

Unfortunately in our culture today, we lose the mystery of this Holy Season because we are too busy 
doing lots of stuff--even if it is good stuff. We can get so caught up in the season of giving that we forget 
Advent is a time to make space for Jesus to enter our lives as a baby full of hope, peace, joy, and love. 
Maybe this means we need to let go of a tradition that we always do, so we can connect better with our 
family. Make time for family dinners, Christmas book readings, devotions, playing games, and watching 
movies together. Share stories and memories from past Christmases when you were a child or when your 
child or children were younger. Create new memories by trying a new activity. Give your family and 
yourself the permission to rest and relax together. 

Feel free to use the Advent Calendar and bags with your family as you prepare to welcome Jesus into our 
arms and hearts once again. If you don’t use everything it’s OK. Have fun together as you focus on Jesus, 
and all of your other Christmas traditions your family celebrates.

Even as I write this I find myself saying, “Can I really make time for my family to rest when the calendar is 
already filling up?” Here’s where I need to be gutsy and go first because I can connect with God and my 
family better by allowing space to focus on preparing our hearts and minds for Jesus entering our lives 
once again. Will you join me in being gutsy enough to find rest during Advent? Will you give yourself grace 
when you forget to do something on the Advent calendar, or forget to move the Elf, or when you don’t feel 
"put together?" God’s grace is enough, and He will pull us through. May your preparations be holy, restful 
as needed, and joyful as we prepare to sing Joy To the World the Lord Has Come! 

Advent Calendars and Bags will be available for pick up on Sunday, December 3.

Thanksgiving Baskets

Thanks to the generosity of the entire 
congregation, we were able to bless 
10 families with Thanksgiving basket 
meals this year. Thank you to all who 
donated food and time to this special 
ministry. 



Donations for January 2018 Mission Trip to Haiti

On January 17, 2018, four members of West Bloomfield UMC and two members of Dixboro UMC (Jayne 
Worthy Howlett and Martha Tanicala) will travel to Jeremie, Haiti for a medical mission trip. This trip will be 
a medical mission and provide much needed medical treatment to 3 villages around Jeremie that have little 
or no access to health services. Many medical supplies are unavailable to purchase in Haiti and thus need 
to be brought with our team. We are asking for donation of the following medical supplies:

*  Clean, empty pill containers  *  Infant Tylenol liquid drops (acetominaphen) 
*  "Tums—Calcium carbonate (No gummies or soft      **80mg/0.8mL concentration (30-60mL/1-2oz) bottles
     chewy products the hot and humid climate.) We  *  Adult Tylenol (acetominaphen) 500mg and/or 325mg tabs
     never have enough Tums!  *  Quart & gallon “ziplock” storage bags (no slider closure bags)
*  Children’s Tylenol (acetominaphen):  *  Artificial tears moisturizing and lubricating drops. NO visine.
    ** 80mg chewable tabs    Prefer individual doses as we can give to more patients.
    **160mg chewable tabs    (lubricating by Refresh 100ct available at Costco)
    **160mg/5mL (120mL (40z) or larger)  *  Antifungal creams such as lotrimin, tinactin, or clotrimazole 

   (all sizes of tubes)

TIPS: Generic medications are fine. No need for brand names. Dollar stores and Costco and Meijer and 
other discount stores often have the best prices for the largest sizes. Many times some of the items are buy 
one and get one 50% off. Please, no expired products. Any supplies that we have left will be donated to 
Gebeau Clinic in Jeremie and given to our Haitian partners to use for community outreach. A collection box 
will be available in the hallway outside the church office. We are accepting donations through Sunday, 
December 31, 2017.

Mesi anpil, (Thank you very much for your generous giving to our partners in Haiti!)

Jayne and Martha and Outreach Team



Mission Immersion Week 

We participated in 8 projects (including the CROP 
WALK) for Mission Immersion Week, and we had 
82 participants.  Thank you to everyone who 
planned, participated, gave and prayed for this 
effort.  We did a lot of work for God's people that 
week! 

Enjoy the photos of our activities below!

Community Outreach DUMW Feminine Hygiene

The Dixboro United Methodist Women put together 
40 reusable feminine hygiene kits to send all over 
the world through an organization called Days for 
Girls. These kits will go to girls and women who do 
not have access to disposable feminine hygiene 
products. They usually stay home from school or 
other activities during these days. Thanks to the kits 
the DUMW made these girls will be able to better 
engage in their lives every day of the month. 40 
pairs of girls' underwear, size 10-14, are still 
needed to finish these kits. 



5th Annual Trunk Or Treat

For the first time in five years it rained on our Trunk or 
Treat night. Plan B was bringing it inside the Fellowship 
Hall. We were amazed by how many families still came 
to Trunk Or Treat and had fun making crafts and playing 
games. 

The Fellowship Hall was overflowing with families. It was 
loud, hot, and packed, but laughter filled the air. Our 1st 
place contest winner for the best “trunk” was The 
Dixboro Ghost, presented by Nancy Durston. Second 
place was The Beach, presented by the Dixboro Moms 
group. Our judges were representatives from the 
Dixboro General Store, Moonwinks, and Dixboro 
Farmers’ Market with prizes from the Dixboro General 
Store and Moonwinks! One of the best homemade 
costumes was a boy who dressed up as sushi! 

Thank you for all of the great “trunks” and volunteers 
who helped make this night special for our Dixboro 
Community!

Outreach, cont...

Celebrating Our Ongoing Mission 
Work in the Community

Janice Clark: Plays piano once a month at 
3 retirement homes: Superior Woods, Saline 
Evangelical, and Atria.

Lyn Yenkel: Involved on the Community 
Engagement Committee at the U of M 
School of Dentistry, where they coordinate 
food drives, and "de-stress" events such as 
Therapaws/Yoga/Healing Touch for 
students, staff and faculty in the Dental 
Community.

Nancy King & Barb Wood: Volunteer at 
House By the Side of the Road on 
Wednesdays, and Hope Clinic on Mondays.

Roberta King: Runs the House By the Side 
of the Road.

Jill Savage: Helps a veteran/family in need 
during the Holidays, the program is called 
"Adopt a Veteran."

Pat Turk: Makes quilts for Valor and 
Safehouse

Nhamo Mumbiro: Involved in the 
Zimbabwe Cultural Center of Detroit (ZCCD)

Kathleen Hucks: Volunteers at The Brides 
Project that sells wedding dresses to 
support families affected by cancer.

Dennis Daellenbach: Involved in “most” 
ministries and Mission Opportunities Short 
Term, especially working with eyeglass 
teams to fix glasses for other people.

Janet Zinn: Volunteers weekly at the Huron 
Valley Humane Society as a “Cat 
Comforter.”

Sue Engle: Sews for UMW Sewing projects.

Jayne Worthy-Howlett & Martha Tanicala: 
Will be traveling back to Haiti again in 
January 2018.

If you would like to share other hands-on 
missions that you are involved in please 
email the church office 
dumc@dixborochurch.org.

mailto:dumc@dixborochurch.org


The Angel
By Marian Robinson

Once upon a time there was a child ready to be born. 

They tell me you are sending me to earth tomorrow, but how am I 
going to live there being so small and helpless?

Among the many angels, I chose one for you. She will be waiting 
for you and will take care of you.

But tell me, here in Heaven, I don't do anything but sing and smile, 
that's enough for me to be happy. Your angel will  sing for you and 
will also smile for you every day and you will feel your angels love 
for you and be happy.

How am I going to be able to understand when people talk to me, if 
I don't know the language that men talk? Your angel will tell you the 
most sweet words you will ever hear, and with much patience and 
care, your angel will teach you how to speak.

What am I going to do when I want to talk to you? Your angel will 
put your hands together and teach you how to pray.

I've heard there on earth there are bad people, who will protect 
me? Your angel will defend you even if it means risking its life.  But 
I will always be sad because I will not see you anymore. Your angel 
will always talk to you about me and will teach you the way for you 
to come back to me even though I will always be next to you.

At that moment there was much peace in Heaven, but voices from 
earth could already be heard and the child asked softly...Oh God, if 
I am about to leave now, please tell me my angel's 
name.......MOMMY

Celebrating Our Recent Baptisms

On November 5, 2017, Corbett Jennings 
Papadopoulos was baptized. 

We celebrated the baptisms of Virginia Lee Burg 
Vial and Alton Maerle Burg Vial (Ginny and Al Vial) 
on October 22, 2017. 



History Corner
By Susan Engle, Historian

Who was the generous benefactor who helped the Dixboro Church finance the building of the first 
addition in 1949-50 so that it would be debt-free when complete? He gave the church $1.50 for each 
hour of donated labor; a significant amount of money was raised this way. 

Who had the idea of paying church men to mow and clean up the Botsford cemetery every year since 
1950? (This tradition continues to the present time, but now everyone is invited to participate.)  

Who gave large contributions through a Foundation to help fund the 1969 Education wing, including 
Fellowship Hall, behind the Dixboro church?

Harry Boyd Earhart was that man. 

Born in Pennsylvania in 1870, Harry was 
educated through the eighth grade (typical 
of that era), but later he established a very 
profitable business that became a large 
distributor of petroleum products. That 
business was eventually sold to Mobil Oil 
Company. 

In 1901 Harry married Carrie Louise Beal in Detroit. 

The family bought land in Washtenaw County from Mr. and Mrs. Botsford in 1917. The Earhart farm 
became known as "The Meadows"; it included "The Mansion," built in 1936. After Harry's death, this land 
was given, through his will, to what has become Concordia University (located near the intersection of 
Earhart Road and Geddes Road).

The Botsford Cemetery is nearby. The name of Botsford Road was changed to Earhart Road by township 
officials a few years before 1928, presumably to honor the Earhart name.  

It is known that H. B. Earhart never permitted his name on any memorial in the church or community. He 
always believed his gifts were no more important than gifts from anyone else. He preferred to be 
anonymous, especially whenever he helped the Dixboro church with extra gifts to accomplish large-scale 
projects.

Carrie Earhart died in 1940; Harry remained in their home for the rest of his life. He died on Oct. 21, 1954. 
Both are buried in Botsford Cemetery.

Harry's memorial service was held October 24 at Ann Arbor's First Methodist Church (which could seat a 
much larger crowd than at Dixboro). The Reverend Loren Campbell, of Dixboro Methodist Church, led the 
service. 

Here's a way to invest in the Dixboro community's future...
You can help support the development of The Michigan Folk School at the historic Staebler Farm on Plymouth 
Rd. The Michigan Folk School facilitates the teaching of old-school skills like blacksmithing, woodworking, 
foraging, canning, and animal husbandry. In six years they've reached 3,500 students, and through 
crowdfunding they hope to reach even more with a remodeled community wood and metal working studio. To 
support their goal of raising $40,000, search for "MI Folk School Campus" at www.patronicity.com.
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