A Note from Pastor Tonya
This prayer from Billy Graham, written for The Saturday Evening Post in 2008, is just as relevant as
we embark on 2018:
Our Father and our God, as we stand at the beginning of this new year we confess our need of Your
presence and Your guidance as we face the future.
We each have our hopes and expectations for the year that is ahead of us—but You alone know what it
holds for us, and only You can give us the strength and the wisdom we will need to meet its challenges. So
help us to humbly put our hands into Your hand, and to trust You and to seek Your will for our lives during
this coming year.
In the midst of life’s uncertainties in the days ahead, assure us of the certainty of Your unchanging love.
In the midst of life’s inevitable disappointments and heartaches, help us to turn to You for the stability and
comfort we will need.
In the midst of life’s temptations and the pull of our stubborn self-will, help us not to lose our way, but to have
the courage to do what is right in Your sight, regardless of the cost.
And in the midst of our daily preoccupations and pursuits, open our eyes to the sorrows and injustices of our
hurting world, and help us to respond with
compassion and sacrifice to those who are
friendless and in need. May our constant prayer
be that of the ancient Psalmist: “Teach me, O
Lord, to follow your decrees; then I will keep them
to the end” (Psalm 119:33).
We pray for our nation and its leaders during
these difficult times, and for all those who are
seeking to bring peace and justice to our
dangerous and troubled world. We pray
especially for Your protection on all those who
serve in our armed forces, and we thank You for
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… their commitment to defend our freedoms, even at the cost
of their own lives. Be with their families also, and assure them
of Your love and concern for them.
Bring our divided nation together, and give us a greater vision
of what You would have us to be. Your Word reminds us that
“Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord” (Psalm 33:12).
As we look back over this past year we thank You for Your
goodness to us—far beyond what we have deserved. May we
never presume on Your past goodness or forget all Your
mercies to us, but may they instead lead us to repentance,
and to a new commitment to make You the foundation and
center of our lives this year.
And so, our Father, we thank You for the promise and hope
of this new year, and we look forward to it with expectancy
and faith. This I ask in the name of our Lord and Savior, who
by His death and resurrection has given us hope both for this
world and the world to come. Amen
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Faces of Faith VII
One of the annual programs that the
IRT offers the community is a
"face-to-face" experience with
people from many different religious
and spiritual backgrounds.
This year we have six presenters
ready to talk about the joys and
misconceptions that come with their
tradition or beliefs. Come listen to
and engage with a Hindu, an
Interfaith minister, a Muslim, a
Buddhist, a Jew and a Catholic on
what it is that both brings them joy
from their faith traditions and
sadness from other people’s
reactive biases.
$5 suggested donation.
Date: Sunday, January 14, 2018
Time: 4-6 pm
Place: Zion Lutheran Church
1501 W Liberty, AA

Faith Formation Corner by Rev. Mary
Joy is a deep sense of gratitude and understanding of God’s love. Joy is what brings us through rocky patches, it is
what keeps our feet on the path God has laid out for us, it is the answered prayers of a family walking along side a
loved one, it is the light that comes with each morning, it is what comforts us in times of loneliness and grieving, it is
the reason God sent Jesus to live among us, and joy is our deep appreciation of all God has done, is doing, and will
do with our lives.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-21 says, "16 Rejoice always. 17 Pray continually. 18 Give thanks in every situation because
this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus." Bible scholars believe these three commands are the foundation of every
believer; we need to rejoice, pray, and give thanks because this is how we connect with God. Paul continues with
"19 Don’t ignore the Spirit. 20 Don’t brush off Spirit-inspired messages, 21 but examine everything carefully and
hang on to what is good.” In other words, look for the good, or the blessings in all circumstances, not just during the
easy times, but during the hard times too, and then rejoice.
Will you join me in celebrating the joys in our lives? Our joys may be the smile from an infant, the "I love you" from a
child, the hug from a stranger, the accomplishment of doing something new, the laughter of family gathered around
the table, or the gift of cookies from a neighbor. Take delight in the joys you receive and be a joy to others around
you. Let us enter into the new year with rejoicing, praying, and giving thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus for us. For no matter how hard the journey may be, we know that joy is our true home. Where is the joy in
your life?
As we begin 2018, consider writing down the joys or the things you are grateful for each day. When we take time to
focus on the blessings in our lives, it helps us see how God is moving among us and through us. I have been writing
down my blessings each day in December, and it has brought me great joy to go back and read them. Will you join
me in writing your joys down each day of this new year? May God bless your new year!

Advent at Dixboro Church
This past December we as a congregation came home together to prepare joyously for Jesus’ birth. We
brought in the Advent Season by kicking off our Dixboro Friend Ministry, as people had the opportunity to
meet their special friend during and after worship. It is a blessing to see the young and young at heart
meeting and talking with one another. I look forward to seeing how these new ministries will blossom and
grow throughout the year.
The first Sunday of Advent we gathered in the Fellowship Hall to make Live Greens Advent wreaths and
Family Friendly Advent wreaths. We also handed out Advent Bags to our families filled with ways to
prepare for the birth of Jesus including an Advent Calendar, Christmas story cube, Nativity book, Nativity
stickers, Advent/Christmas songs, and glow sticks to break on Christmas Eve.

The second Sunday of Advent was our yummy cookie walk with an added cookie decorating station and
card signing and ornament making for homebound and missing in action members. It was a fun day of
being the church together.

Advent at Dixboro Church (continued)
The third Sunday of Advent was our music Sunday, which celebrated this joyous season in song.
We were blessed by a variety of singers from our cherub choir to youth choir to college friends to our
Chancel Choir. Afterwards we gathered for our Soup and Salad Christmas Party
On the fourth Sunday of Advent we focused on the Nativity story with Griffin & Kelsey Charnetski
narrating the story as shepherds while the kids put the characters on a felt board. Brooke Burns and
Callen Savage explained their map of Judea including Bethlehem and the stable where Jesus was
born.

Christmas Eve night we worshipped together even though it was a snowy night. We came together to
welcome Jesus into our lives once again as a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.
We shared communion together and sang Silent Night by candlelight.

History Corner
by Susan D. Engle
Now, 160 years later, it seems appropriate to reproduce parts of the Dixboro church history during this
transition to 2018. During his first pastorate in Dixboro, 1937–1940, Ronald Brunger wrote a meticulous
history of the Dixboro church based on many existing documents. Later in life he became Archivist of
the Detroit Conference. What follows is exactly what he wrote.
History of Dixboro Methodist Church
(1858–1940)
by The Reverend Ronald A. Brunger
The hamlet of Dixboro was platted by Capt.
John Dix in the year 1826: four lots space
were laid aside for the public square on
which should stand the village school and
church. Years passed by before the church
became an actuality.…
In the year 1857, Ira W. Donaldson,
appointed Methodist minister to Ann Arbor Town, saw the need of Dixboro. He was a typical early
Methodist preacher, who had been converted at 16, and given a license to exhort at 23. He was a
revivalist preacher: ‘under his ministry, hundreds of souls were converted; he was powerful in exhortation.’
He came out to Dixboro and started revival meetings. They were attended, we are told, ‘with very good
success.’ This significant statement is made: “Society (in Dixboro) took a different tone.”
Interest was now aroused in building a church. On Dec. 10th, 1857, a meeting of the citizens of Dixboro
and vicinity was called “for the purpose of taking into consideration the Location and form of a Church to
be Erected in Said place.” It was “Resolved that a Church be Erected not to Exceed in Cost $2500 and to
be located within twentyfive rods of public square.”, It was also resolved ‘that a lecture room if practicable
be attached to the church’; this was not found practical. Rev. Donaldson appointed as the Board of
Trustees—James Fair, Isaac N. S. Foster, C. B. Cook, W. S. Waterman, D. B. Newton, H. S. Crippen, and
F. P. Galpin.
The new board of trustees met on Dec. 17 to organize, and to appoint a building committee and a
committee to procure a site. On January 7, 1858, the board “Resolved that we Build a Church 35 feet wide
by 55 long with 20 foot posts and vestibule 9 feet wide with gallery directly over.” On the 30th of January,
the specifications of a committee were adopted, and the secretary was authorized to advertise for bids up
to Feb. 12th, 1858, for building the church. On Feb. 27, 1858, the lowest proposition submitted by B. W.
Ford of Saline, was accepted, and the claim of Mr. Cooper of Ypsilanti for $15, for drawing the plans, was
allowed.
On Dec. 9th, 1858, the trustees accepted the report of the Building committee “Stating the Work finished
according to contract.”
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