THE CHIMES

Dixboro United Methodist Church

Dear Dixboro Family,
The 1st of March begins our Lenten journey in the
Church, it is a time to reflect on Jesus’ life and his
sacrifice for all people. We start this journey with Ash
Wednesday when we receive the ashes on our forehead
as a reminder of our mortality and sign of our desire for
new life in Christ. Dixboro Church will be open at
various times (listed below) throughout Ash Wednesday
for you to come and experience the richness of Christ
through prayer stations and contemplation.
On Sunday mornings we will be discovering different
aspects of Jesus’ ministry, such as Jesus the Spiritual
Guide, the Perfect Human, the New Being, the Healer,
the Shepherd, the Vindicator, and the Promise Keeper.
Please join us in worship, as we grow deeper in our
knowledge of Jesus Christ.
Another way to journey along the 40 days plus Sundays
for Lent is to participate in one of our small groups who
will be studying 24 Hours that Changed the World by
Adam Hamilton. We have 5 groups meeting, please
check the days and times for each. If you are not able to
join a group, please pick up a book and read along with
us as we reflect on the final days of Jesus’ life on earth.
Be blessed in your journey of Lent; may it be a time of
renewal and growing deeper with the One who loves us
and calls us by name.
Faithfully Serving,
Rev. Mary Hagley, Deacon

March/April 2017

Lenten Calendar of Events
Season of Lent
st

March 1 Ash Wednesday
Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion
The Sanctuary will be open: 7:00-9:00 AM, 11:00 AM-1:00 PM and
5:00-7:00 PM for personal Prayer and Contemplation. In a quiet
atmosphere of music and candlelight, a worship folder will guide you
through 6 stations with scriptures, reflection, and symbolic actions.
Come and go as you wish.
March 5th 1st Sunday of Lent Holy Communion
Text: Psalm 32; Matthew 4:12-17; Matthew 7: 4-14
Sermon Title: Christ the Spiritual Guide
March 12th 2nd Sunday of Lent
Text: I Peter 2:19-25
Sermon Title: Christ the Perfect Human
March 19th 3rd Sunday of Lent Lenten Brunch at 8:30 AM
Text: Mark 5:1-20
Sermon Title: Christ the New Being
March 26th 4th Sunday of Lent One Great Hour of Sharing Love offering
Text: Mark 5:24b-34
Sermon Title: Christ the Healer
April 2nd 5th Sunday of Lent Holy Communion
Text: Psalm 23; John 10:11-18
Sermon Title: Christ the Shepherd
Holy Week Schedule
April 9th Palm Sunday
Text: Matthew 21:1-11; Isaiah 50:1-11
Sermon Title: Christ the Vindicator
April 14th Good Friday
6:00 PM Church-wide family potluck dinner in the Fellowship Hall.
7:00 PM A family-friendly worship portraying the story of the Last
Supper through the crucifixion.
April 16th Easter Sunday
Text: John 20
Sermon Title: Christ the Promise Keeper
9:00 AM Easter Sunday Worship Service
10:00 AM Easter Breakfast (Sponsored by our Youth)
11:00 AM Easter Sunday Worship Service
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24 Hours That Changed the World
Experience the last 24 hours of Jesus’ life
as you never have before.
Beginning the week of Sunday, February 26, which is the beginning of the first week of Lent, we will be offering
several options for participating in a Lenten study consisting of a book and DVD study by Adam Hamilton. The
study is a seven session series titled "24 Hours That Changed the World", and it focuses on the events of the last 24
hours of Christ's earthly life. The DVD includes Adam Hamilton taking us to relevant locations in the Holy Land.
One option for the study will be a Sunday morning class led by Harold Tuckett, beginning on February 26 and
running from 11:30 AM -12:15 PM.
We will also be offering the same class content in several small group settings, held in member's homes and being
offered at times during the week.
6:00 PM Sundays, the Burns family home, Rev. Mary Hagley leading
10:00 AM Wednesdays, Becky Horvath’s home, Mary Turfe leading
7:00 PM Thursdays, the Scheffer family home, Brent Howlett leading
10:30 AM Fridays, Carole DeSantis’ home, Marilyn Pobanz leading
Sign up during Coffee Hour or in the office during the week.
Books are available for purchase in the office for $9 or you can buy them online at www.cokesbury.com

Dixboro Devotional (March/April 2017)
Where the Church Meets to Pray
"Help My Unbelief"
by Harold Tuckett
Read Mark 9:14-29
20 And they brought the boy to him. And when the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on
the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. 21 And Jesus asked his father, "How long has this been
happening to him?" And he said, "From childhood. 22 And it has often cast him into fire and into water, to destroy
him. But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us." 23 And Jesus said to him, "'If you can'! All
things are possible for one who believes." 24 Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, "I believe; help
my unbelief!" --Mark 9:20-24 (ESV)
Mark's story tells of a father whose faith has suffered many doubts, due to his son's torments and the seeming lack
of any help for them. The father's anguished cry to "help my unbelief" resonates profoundly for me, since my own
faith journey had a period when doubt and disbelief was ascendant; for many years, I was an atheist.
And yet if doubts can test or threaten our faith, I submit that they can also strengthen it; I've experienced that too.
The theologian Paul Tillich said “Doubt is not the opposite of faith; it is an element of faith” and I believe that's
true. I believe that honest doubt, faced and wrestled with, will both strengthen faith and help us to minister to
those who also struggle with doubt. For example:
 Socrates said that the "unexamined life is not worth living", meaning, I think, that our beliefs can only be wholly
ours when we make them our own through reflection and challenges. Timothy Keller demonstrates this by use
of this analogy in his book "The Reason for God":
“A faith without some doubts is like a human body without any antibodies in it. People who blithely go
through life too busy or indifferent to ask hard questions about why they believe as they do will find
themselves defenseless against either the experience of tragedy or the probing questions of a smart
skeptic. A person's faith can collapse almost overnight if she has failed over the years to listen to her own
doubts, which should only be discarded after long reflection. Believers should acknowledge and wrestle
with doubts—not only their own but their friends' and neighbors'.”
 The noted New Testament scholar William Barclay affirms that doubts can strengthen our own faith, but he
also goes farther:
"A faith is not the highest kind of faith until it has been tested. We should never be ashamed of having
doubts. They are the way to real certainty. Only the man who has had them and faced them can help
others."
There are many examples of this last point; C.S. Lewis, for example, while perhaps the most famous Christian
author of the 20th century, was an atheist for 15 years before his conversion, and that experience gave him real
understanding and compassion for those who find faith difficult. And in my own experience, I've found that being
an ex-atheist gives me credibility in witnessing to non-believers, since they can see that I was once where they are-I “know where they’re coming from”. Experiences of doubting can be powerfully transformed into opportunities
for spreading the good news of Jesus Christ.
In the scripture from Mark, it's worth noting that while Jesus does give the father a mild rebuke ("If you can?"), his
doubts do not condemn him; in fact, by mustering up enough faith to ask for Jesus' help, his son is healed. Facing
our doubts and wrestling with them can in fact produce results that will strengthen our faith and further God's
Kingdom.
Prayer: God, let us never be ashamed of our doubts. May they strengthen our faith and lead us to further your
work in the world. Amen.

A couple church members have inquired as to how the Visioning Team is working since its inception three years
ago. So, as facilitator of the team, I realized it was time for an update of our work, our accomplishments, and where
we are headed.
The proposal for a DUMC Visioning Team was discussed at the May, 2014 Church Council meeting. Initial working
documents were prepared by a task force and presented to the Church Council August, 2014. The Church Council
approved piloting this alternative organizational structure which has been used successfully in other churches our
size as a substitute for the Administrative Council.
There are 12 members on the Visioning Team, each member being either a committee leader from one of the five
administrative ministries or a team leader from one of the three program ministries, plus both clergy and a
secretary. The current membership includes:
Team Leader of Nurture- Dawn Anderson
Team Leader of Outreach- Cathy Freeman
Team Leader of Witness- Patty Burns
Rev. Tonya Arnesen
Rev. Mary Hagley
Facilitator- Barbara Scheffer

Chair of Finance- Brian Anderson
Chair of Trustees- Carl Johns
Chair of Staff-Parish- Brian Charnetski
Chair of Church Council- Tom Little
Lay Leader- Kenn Scheffer
Secretary- Cody Sulkowski

The charge to the Visioning Team is:
1.
Coordinate visioning and goal setting across all church committees and teams.
2.
Address strategic planning for both operational/administrative issues and program issues.
3.
Facilitate communication and coordination across all church committees and teams.
4.
Make recommendations for policy and procedures to DUMC Church Council for decisions.
The team was formed in the fall of 2014 and we had our first meeting December 15, 2014. Our goal was to meet at
least 3-4 times a year as a whole group. During those meetings we have engaged in dialogue to achieve our 4
charges listed above. Briefly, some of our activities have included:




Sharing written and/or brief oral reports to enhance communication and coordination of resources between
and among work areas. For example, when the DUMW had left over cookies from the Cookie Walk in
December, the Nurture Team packaged up and delivered over 30 plates to folks who hadn’t been at church for
a while.
Reading, “Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations”. For each chapter we discussed how DUMC was doing and
what we might do better. This focus was paired with Rev. Tonya’s sermons for engaging the whole
congregation.

Continued on next page

Visions from Your Visioning Team Continued






Sharing concerns of team members and making recommendations. For example, when the tradition of “Blue
Jean Sunday” had fewer and fewer participants each year, resulting in uncompleted work, the Visioning Team
recommended discontinuing that activity and exploring alternative options to accomplish the “spring cleaning”
tasks.
Discussing how to best manage the Dixboro Community Fair in 2015 and 2016, and collaborations with the
Dixboro Farmers’ Market for both church visibility and “Cool Kids at the Market”.
Preparing Ministry Moments for Sunday Morning Services. This highlighted each of the Program and
Administrative Ministries individually over 10 Sundays, September-November, 2015.
Scheduling our first Visioning Team meeting January 3, 2017, to develop a comprehensive 2017 calendar for all
events, committee meetings, etc. that DUMC is involved in or sponsoring. Our goal was to avoid overlapping
events and meetings as well as reduce the actual number of committee meetings.

This new organizational pilot project seems to be working and current plans, with the approval of the Church
Council, are for it to continue to evaluate its effectiveness. However, to help keep all of us in touch with the great
work of our/your DUMC ministries, we are considering follow-up articles for future CHIMES editions. These articles
could begin by highlighting activities of the Program or Administrative Ministries and/or how the Visioning Team is
joining in the efforts of the Vital Church Initiative to keep us all moving in the same direction.
Another recent suggestion focusing on our charge of facilitating communication and coordination, was to offer
“Visioning Team Town Hall Meetings” two or three times a year.
These Town Hall meetings could achieve two purposes:
1) to communicate what the Visioning Team is recommending
2) and probably more importantly, to have open discussions with all members of the congregation, especially
those who are not members of the Program or Administrative Ministry groups. What do you think about these
ideas?
When you have questions, concerns, suggestions, or Kudos, regarding the workings of the Visioning Team please
feel free to contact me or any of the Visioning Team members. We strongly encourage open dialogues to keep
DUMC a welcoming, healthy, and vital congregation for all.
Barbara Scheffer

Chancel Choir Time for Scripture and Prayers
In January, Zack and members of the Chancel Choir adopted the Dixboro
tradition of beginning our shared time and service with prayer. So before
rehearsals and worship services, we lift our praise to God and ask His blessings
on our music. These are several of the prayers we've used:
Scripture: Psalm 68:4 Sing to God, sing praises to his name; lift up a song to him who rides upon the clouds; His
name is the Lord.
Prayer: This morning we praise you, Lord, because we love you; and you accept our praise because you love us. We
pray today that you be in our music ministry this morning. Amen
Scripture: Luke 14:27 Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me, cannot be my disciple.
Prayer: You, Lord, are the center of our lives. Amid all the preoccupations, worries, and concerns in our minds right
now, help us focus on you. And help us to open our hearts to you, our Guide, our Healer, our Teacher. Bless our
music this morning. Amen
Scripture: 2 Timothy 2:19 ...God's firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: "The Lord knows those who are
his." (Numbers 16:5)
Prayer: This is the time of worship, Holy Spirit, when you come to shed your light into the hearts of your faithful.
We welcome your light into our lives; may our music this morning reflect your light & love to all who are here with
us. Amen
Scripture: Psalm 98:8-9a Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together before the Lord, for he
comes to judge the earth.
Prayer: Holy God, your entire creation sings your praises and rejoices in your majesty. In our small corner of the
world, we sing to celebrate your steadfast love and mercy and to bring glory to your holy name. Amen
Scripture: Romans 4:20b-21 ...he (Abraham) grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, fully convinced that
God was able to do what he had promised.
Prayer: Blessed Lord, thank you for the example of Abraham's constant faith in you. Help us to continue to
faithfully serve you. Strengthen us by your love and by knowing that forever we will be your people and you will
be our God. Amen
Scripture: Psalm 51:17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken spirit and a contrite heart
Prayer: Almighty God, help us to keep your vision of Lent in sight: that we humble our hearts and draw closer to
you. Guide us to awareness that our actions- sacrifice of additional time spent in prayer, fasting, and helping our
neighbors in need- have value in your eyes when our hearts are being transformed, when we're becoming the
people you envision us to be. Thank you for our musical talents, used in your service. Amen

Hot Cross Buns
You may know it as a nursery rhyme or a children's song,
but the hot cross buns I am referring to are yeasted sweet
buns, flavored with fruits and spices and marked with a
cross on top. Hot cross buns are traditionally eaten
during the Lenten season. The cross on the top of the
bun represents the crucifixion of Jesus, while the spices
inside signify the spices used to embalm him at his burial.
English folklore includes many superstitions surrounding
hot cross buns, including:
 Hot cross buns baked on Good Friday will remain
fresh and mold- free when hung in the kitchen
 The cross on top will protect from evil spirits
 If taken on a sea voyage, hot cross buns will protect
against shipwreck
 Those who share a hot cross bun on Good Friday will
share a strong friendship throughout the year
The Dixboro Divas are pleased to offer home made hot
cross buns for sale on Palm Sunday. Look for further
information in an upcoming Sunday bulletin.

Motown Mission Fundraisers Coming Up
In the coming months the Dixboro United
Methodist Youth will be doing fundraisers for
their Motown Mission trip they will be taking this
summer. Below are the list of events that you can
attend to help fund their trip.
March 5 Baked Potato Bar
Please join us Sunday, March 5th for the youth’s
Baked Potato Bar fundraiser. It will be $7 for all
you can eat baked potatoes, sweet potatoes and
chili. All proceeds will go to the youth’s Motown
Mission Experience. Our next fundraiser will be
the Easter morning breakfast.
April 16 Easter Morning Breakfast
The Youth will serve breakfast on Easter Morning
at 10am between our 9am & 11am services.
April 30 & May 7 Mother’s Day Jewelry Sale
More information is coming soon

Upcoming DUMY Activities
March 3 Trivia Night at Dixboro UMC @ 7:00pm
March 5 Baked Potato Bar Fundraiser
March 12 DUMY 11:30am-2pm Charnetski’s
provide lunch
March 19 Lenten Breakfast in homes, no Sunday
School
April 14 Good Friday, Easter Breakfast Set up
@ 10am (For those who have no school)
Family Good Friday dinner and worship 6pm
April 15 Community Easter Egg Hunt

We are looking for volunteers to help with this
community outreach, please contact Patty Burns
prburns2002@yahoo.com or call 734-395-1815

April 16 Easter Breakfast 8:30am be here,
breakfast at 10am
April 30 DUMY 11:30am-2pm **Mother’s Day
Sale** after worship (Cox’s provide lunch)

Lenten Brunch
Coming March 19!
The Nurture Committee is pleased to announce the
return of the Lenten Brunch! For those of you of a
certain age, you’ll remember this fun and engaging event
held regularly in years past.
On Sunday morning March 19, we will meet at 8:30 am at
assigned houses. You can volunteer to be a host(ess) or
you can choose to be an attendee. We need both for a
successful brunch. Each host(ess) will let the organizers
(Dawn Anderson and Barb Scheffer) know how many
guests s/he can accommodate. Any number is fine. It
isn’t necessary to have a big space. Those who sign up to
be attendees will be assigned a venue. The host(ess) will
contact his/her assigned guests and let them know what
to bring. Usually the host(ess) provides a main dish and
coffee. The other guests can bring items such as juice,
rolls, muffins, fruit, and so on. After breakfast and
fellowship, everyone heads for church to attend worship
at 10:00 am.
During the brunch, there will be some discussion starters
provided by the nurture team. Each group will choose a
spokesperson to report out during the service. It is
always fun to hear how each individual brunch went, and
what items were discussed and how people responded.
The goal of the brunch is to help our congregation get to
know each other on a more personal level, and to have an
opportunity to talk about matters relevant to the future
of Dixboro in a small group setting.
Questions? Already excited and want to host?? Already
excited and want to attend?? Please call Dawn (7175529) or Barb (668-1450).

History Corner
by Susan D. Engle,
Historian of the Dixboro Church

Along Plymouth Road, at each end of Dixboro,
there are colorful new signs! The village, which
soon became a bustling village, was established in
1824 and platted in 1826 by John Dix. In
December 1857 area residents agreed to build a
church, which was completed one year later. The
Dixboro United Methodist Church celebrated 150
years in 2008.
In 1979 Carol Willits Freeman published a
book, Of Dixboro: Lest We Forget. She included
history of the area, many memories, and pictures
of early homes in the area. The Dixboro General
Store, across Plymouth Road from the church, still
sell copies of the book that is delightful and
informative.
*Photograph is by Susan D. Engle.

MARCH
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

Ash Wednesday
6:30 PM
Chancel Choir
7:50 PM
Joyful Noise

8:30 AM
Exercise Class

7:00 PM
Trivia Night

8:30 AM
A Course in
Miracles

10

11

9:30 AM
Women’s Bible
Study
10:00 AM
Tai Chi for impaired
mobility

5

6

7

9:00 AM
Sunday School

8:30 AM
Exercise Class

10:00 AM
Worship

4:30 PM
Indian Dance Class

11:00 AM
DUMY Baked
Potato Bar
11:30 AM
DUMW

12

9

6:00 PM
Michigan Folk
School-WCC

8:30 AM
Exercise Class

6:30 PM
Chancel Choir
7:50 PM
Joyful Noise

8:30 AM
A Course in
Miracles

9:30 AM
Women’s Bible
Study
6:00 PM
Michigan Folk School
-WCC

9:00 AM
Michigan Folk
School
9:00 AM
VCI Learning Event
1:00 PM
Ann Arbor Women’s
Group Workshop

13

14

9:00 AM
Sunday School
10:00 AM
Worship
11:00 AM
Fellowship
11:30 AM
DUMY
12:00 PM
Shelter Meal

19

20

8:30 AM
Lenten Brunch
10:00 AM
Worship
11:30 AM
DUMY
2:00 PM
St. Patrick’s Day
Cook Off—rental

1:00 PM
Abigail’s Circle

26

27

9:00 AM
Sunday School
10:00 AM
Worship
11:00 AM
Fellowship

8

15

16

8:30 AM
Exercise Class
4:30 PM
Indian Dance Class
6:30 PM
Visioning Team
Meeting

6:00 PM
Italian Cooking WCC
6:30 PM
Chancel Choir
7:50 PM
Joyful Noise

8:30 AM
Exercise Class
9:30 AM
Women’s Bible
Study

21

22

23

6:30 PM
Outreach Team
Meeting

6:00 PM
Italian Cooking WCC
6:30 PM
Chancel Choir
7:50 PM
Joyful Noise

8:30 AM
Exercise Class
9:30 AM
Women’s Bible
Study

28

29

30

8:30 AM
Exercise Class
4:00 PM
Witness Team
Meeting
4:30 PM
Indian Dance Class

6:30 PM
Chancel Choir
7:50 PM
Joyful Noise

8:30 AM
Exercise Class
9:30 AM
Women’s Bible
Study

8:30 AM
Exercise Class
4:30 PM
Indian Dance Class

17

18
8:30 AM
A Course in
Miracles

10:00 AM
Tai Chi for impaired
mobility

24

8:30 AM
A Course in
Miracles

10:00 AM
Tai Chi for impaired
mobility
6:00 PM
Michigan Folk School
–WCC

31

10:00 AM
Tai Chi for impaired
mobility
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25

APRIL
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
8:30 AM
A Course in
Miracles
9:00 AM
VCI Learning Event
9:00 AM
Michigan Folk
School

2

3

9:00 AM
Sunday School
10:00 AM
Worship
11:00 AM
Fellowship
11:30 AM
DUMW

9

10

PALM SUNDAY
9:00 AM
Sunday School
10:00 AM
Worship
11:00 AM
Fellowship
11:30 AM
DUMY
12:00 PM
Shelter Meal

4

5

6

8:30 AM
Exercise Class
4:30 PM
Indian Dance Class

6:30 PM
Chancel Choir
7:50 PM
Joyful Noise

8:30 AM
Exercise Class
9:30 AM
Women’s Bible
Study

11

12

13

14

15
8:30 AM
A Course in
Miracles
10:30 AM
Community Easter
Egg Hunt

22

8:30 AM
Exercise Class
4:30 PM
Indian Dance Class

6:00 PM
Italian Cooking
6:30 PM
Chancel Choir
7:50 PM
Joyful Noise

MAUNDY
THURSDAY
8:30 AM
Exercise Class
9:30 AM
Women’s Bible
Study

21

17

18

19

20

EASTER SUNDAY
9:00 AM
Easter Service
10:00 AM
Easter Breakfast

1:00 PM
Abigail Circle

8:30 AM
Exercise Class
4:30 PM
Indian Dance Class
7:00 PM
Nurture Team

6:30 PM
Chancel Choir
7:50 PM
Joyful Noise

8:30 AM
Exercise Class
9:30 AM
Women’s Bible
Study

24

25

26

27

23
9:00 AM
Sunday School
10:00 AM
Worship
11:00 AM
Fellowship

8:30 AM
Exercise Class
4:30 PM
Indian Dance Class

8:30 AM
A Course in
Miracles

29

29

DUMW Rummage
Sale

DUMW Rummage
Sale
8:30 AM
A Course in
Miracles

DUMW Rummage Sale Collection & Preparation

30

9:00 AM
Sunday School
10:00 AM
Worship
11:00 AM
Fellowship
11:30 AM
DUMY
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8
8:30 AM
A Course in
Miracles
10:00 AM
DIVAS

GOOD FRIDAY
6:00 PM
Church-wide
potluck dinner
7:00 PM
Good Friday
Worship Service

16

11:00 AM
Easter Service

7

IF YOU NO LONGER WISH TO RECEIVE THIS
PUBLICATION, PLEASE CALL 734-665-5632

“The mission of the Dixboro United
Methodist Church is to develop and sustain
disciples of Jesus Christ through worship,
education, outreach, and nurture.”

Email: dumc@dixborochurch.org
Web site: www.dixborochurch.org

Worship Schedule:
Sunday School for All Ages at 9:00am
Sunday Worship at 10:00am

Rev. Tonya M. Arnesen, Lead Pastor
Rev. Mary Hagley, Minister of Children and Youth
Rev. Cathy Freeman, Deacon Emeritus
Church Phone: (734) 665-5632

Dixboro United Methodist Church
5221 Church Road
Ann Arbor, MI 48105
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