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Note from Pastor Tonya:
Note: I got so much positive feedback about my sermon from 10/1, I thought I’d share a couple excerpts with those who
weren’t with us that day. If you’d like to view the entire sermon, you’ll find it on our website www.dixborochurch.org

Music matters. In the words of Carlyle, ”Music is well said to be the speech of angels.” Or Longfellow, “Music is the
universal language of mankind.” Music has mattered in worship from the very beginning – however, we haven’t
always been sure WHAT to sing. In fact throughout our history, the church’s music has continually evolved and
changed with the cultural norms, needs and yearnings of each new generation. Which means that what we hold
dear as our “old time favorites” were once resisted because they were new and innovative at the time.
I believe the so-called distinction between “contemporary” and “traditional” music is not very helpful. It could be
said that all music is “contemporary,” because it is performed and heard in the here and now. Back in 2014,
Dixboro Church had two separate worship services: a “contemporary” and a “traditional” style. Neither service
had much vitality or energy – and attendance was very thin in both. After much prayer, planning and receiving
feedback from the congregation, we voted to combine the two separate styles into one “eclectic” (blended)
worship experience. Many of you have told me you really appreciate the mix.
I believe different types of music can accomplish different things in our worship:
• Theological hymns like “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” and most of Charles Wesley’s hymns are intended to
teach the content of our faith. We sing what we believe.
• Spirituals like “Swing Low Sweet Chariot” or “I’ll Fly Away” give voice to the collective experience of human
hardship and offer hope during difficult times.
• Gospel songs like Fanny Crosby’s “Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine” emphasize a personal, saving relationship
with Jesus Christ.
• Evangelistic hymns like “I Surrender All” encourage a commitment to follow Christ
• Global hymns like “Siyahamba” (We Are Marching in the Light of God) remind us of the universal claims of the
gospel and connect us with brothers and sisters around the world.
• Praise choruses are intended to move us from focusing on our “head knowledge” – to loving God with our
heart. There’s nothing like an energetic praise song to get our youth and children out of their seats and into
the aisles – dancing to the Lord.
So which type of worship music is best? ALL OF THEM! I believe our Sunday morning experience would be
impoverished without intentionally including ALL these styles from time to time – and I hope you agree with me.
My friends, we are called to “give voice to the gospel” and our singing does just that. Music matters. So let us
sing!
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“Who Stole My Church”
Books are $10 and available on Sunday mornings, or through the church
office during the week.
Join one of the groups listed in the bulletin (beginning mid-August), or
gather a few friends and experience the book together.
Sunday, October 8

Mission Immersion Week
Small Groups (10/8-10/14) Chapters 10-12
Homework: Time to catch up or read ahead

Sunday, October 15

Mission Immersion Reflection
Small Groups (10/15-10/21) Optional review
Homework: Chapters 13-16 before 10/22

Sunday, October 22

Sermon “Where Are You on the Bell Curve?”
Small Groups (10/22-10/28) Chapters 13-16
Homework: Chapters 17-19 before 10/29

Sunday, October 29

Sermon “Are We Talking About the Wrong
Things?”
Small Groups (10/29-11/4) Chapters 17-19
Homework: Chapter 20-Epilogue before 11/5

Sunday, November 5

Sermon “Becoming a Generative Church”
Small Groups (11/5-11/11) Chapter 20Epilogue

www.DixboroChurch.org
Don’t Forget to Check Our Website!
Check our website regularly to stay
up to date with what’s going on with
our church. We have the current
calendar, pictures, sermon videos,
and news posted regularly. You will
also find our weekly bulletins along
with this CHIMES (and previous
editions) for view and download.

Rev. Tonya M. Arnesen
Lead Pastor

Rev. Mary Hagley
Minister of Children and Youth

Looking Ahead

Rev. Cathy Freeman

For a full and most up-to-date calendar, please visit our website at
dixborochurch.org

Zack Belsky

October 8-15
October 15
October 16
October 18
October 27
November 21

Mission Immersion Week
Washtenaw/Ann Arbor CROP Hunger Walk
DUMW Hat and Mitten Sewing Project
Senior Fellowship Lunch
Trunk or Treat and Fall Festival
Thanksgiving Baskets at the Market

Deacon Emeritus
Director of Music Ministry

Kathleen Hucks
Administrative Assistant

dumc@dixborochurch.org
Like us on Facebook!
(734) 665-5632
5221 Church Rd.
Ann Arbor, MI 48105
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Dixboro Devotional September, 2017
Where the Church Meets to Pray
Thoughts About Generations
by Mary Turfe
Read Psalm 145:1-13
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your
dominion endures through all generations. Psalm 145:13

Thank you from Kathleen Hucks

Worshippers at Dixboro span several generations. Some
grew up during the Great Depression, and some are Baby
Boomers, Generation Xers, or Millennials. We are also
blessed during worship by the presence of those who
reckon their age in days and months!

I just wanted to thank the entire Dixboro family for
their support, love and care as I return to my position
as the Administrative Assistant of the church. My
maternity leave flew by but I knew things were taken
care of here in the office, as so many of you
volunteered to help cover my desk while I was gone.
I knew the position was in good hands. Thank you for
allowing me the time to recover and bond with
James. Feel free to come by the office and say “hi” to
us during my new office hours (Mon-Thur 12-4).

Since we grew up in different times, our generations
differ widely in our life experiences, outlook on the
world, and ideas about worship. But no matter what style Best,
of clothing we wear to church or what kind of music we Kathleen
most enjoy singing, our spiritual connection is stronger
than those differences. Psalm 145 speaks of our bonds of
faith. "One generation shall praise Your works to
another; and shall declare Your mighty acts" (v 4). Within
a great diversity of age and experience, we come
together in honoring our Heavenly Father. Although
Dixboro Church
differences and personal preferences could divide us;
happily, our shared faith in Jesus Christ can bring us
Office Hours
together in mutual trust, encouragement, and praise.
After all, no matter which generation we belong to, we
Kathleen Hucks, Administrative Assistant:
belong to our Father first. And He has given us things to
Monday 12:00 PM – 4:00 PM
learn from each other, so that together we can honor
Tuesday 12:00 PM – 4:00 PM
Him and be equipped for the work to which we've been
called, "so that all people may know of His mighty acts
Wednesday 12:00 PM – 4:00 PM
and the glorious splendor of His kingdom".
Thursday 12:00 PM – 4:00 PM
Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, please help us confess You
from our hearts, sing praises to Your holy name, and do
Your will. Use us as You see fit for the glory of Your
kingdom. Amen.

Rev. Mary Hagley, Minister of Children and Youth:
Tuesday 9:30 AM – 1:30 PM
Wednesday 9:30 AM – 1:30 PM
Friday 9:30 AM – 1:30 PM
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Memorial Funds
DUMY Events:
October 15

October 29
November

With request from their family:

Year From Memorial of:

Volunteers in Mission scholarship (Haiti)
CROP Hunger Walk
Volunteers in Mission scholarship (Haiti)
(meet for lunch
and then walk)
Volunteers in Mission scholarship (Haiti)
Fall Fun Activity
Kitchen (large drink servers)
TBD
DUMC Youth Fund

Senior Fellowship
Lunch
The next Senior Fellowship Lunch
will be at noon on Wednesday,
October 18th. Pastor Noelsaint,
the UMC District Superintendent
from Haiti will be the speaker. The
cost is $7.
For reservations contact Roberta
King at: 734-662-8020 or
garyandroberta@sbcglobal.net.

2015 Robert H. Amick
2015 Marie Ruyle
2015 Jerry Cedarstaff
2016 Gerald Bauer
2016 Gary King

DUMC Youth Camp Scholarship

2016 Vincent J. DeSantis

DUMC Youth Group

2016 Marla Rae Sonntag

Renovation of Dixboro Village School

2016 Laurel L. Marken

Trees in Village Green

2016 Max Marken

Stamps/Memorial acknowledgement cards 2016 Misc. & CD interest
New Plates & Cups in Kitchen-dining room 2017 Barbara Braden (rest of)
DUMC Youth Fund

2017 Eileen M Bauer

Piano tuning

2017 Zeeb

From the Memorial Committee:

Janice Clark, Nan LaLonde,
Helen Snedeker, Nancy Trotter

Trunk or Treat
and
Fall Festival

Thanksgiving Baskets
Dixboro UMC is planning a special hands on outreach
opportunity during the Dixboro Thanksgiving Farmers’ Market on Tuesday, Nov. 22. From 10am-2pm,
we will provide guests with free coffee & hot cocoa.
We’ll also be assembling 10 Turkey Dinner Baskets to
be distributed to needy families in our community.
Please contact Mary Turfe with questions or to volunteer to help with this outreach effort at 734-6604494. Feel free to donate cash or food.

As we are now in Fall it is time to think about the 5th Annual Trunk or Treat Event! This year's event will be held
on Friday, October 27th from 4:30-7:00 pm. We will be
asking for donations of peanut FREE candy as well as volunteers to help with our crafting table. There will also be a
sign up sheet for our members, their friends and neighbors
to bring their cars (decorated and not decorated) for the
children to go Trunk or Treating. The Fall Festival which
will include pumpkin painting, hayrides, crafts, a hay maze
and games will run from 4:30-7:00 and the Trunk or
Treating will run from 5:30-6:30. If you volunteer to bring
your car please make sure you are on the green
by 4:45. Last year's event was such a special night and we
hope that you will want to be a part of it too! Contact Patty
Burns for more information: prburns2002@yahoo.com;
734-395-1815.
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Faith Formation Corner
By Rev. Mary Hagley

In the book, Faithful Families: Creating Sacred Moments
at Home by Traci Smith, she has a section called “Guide
for Grandparents.” Two of the most frequently asked
questions she receives at workshops is “I am the person
who is present to pass on faith to my grandchildren; I
want them to grow in faith and I need some ideas” & “I
want to share my faith my grandchildren, but I’m
worried about crossing a boundary or interfering
somehow.” Here are some of her tips and suggestions:
•

•

•

Be the initiator (or guardian) of tradition for your
family.
Create a tradition with your grandchildren that you
stick to as much as you possibly can. Perhaps your
tradition is to take the grandchildren to church on
particular holidays or say a special prayer with them.
Traditions should be memorable, they should be
simple, and they should happen frequently.
Make faith connections with your grandchildren
about the things you already do with them.
Do you go out and look at stars with your
grandchildren at night? Take the opportunity to talk
to them about how God made the stars and the
world and everything in it? Feed the birds and talk
about taking care of God’s creatures. Make extra
cookies or goodies and have your grandchildren help
you take them to people who need them. Basically,
weave it into what you are already doing!

Each family situation is unique, but here are a
few “dos and don’ts” that grandparents have
found helpful:
Don’t say things that inspire guilt or drive a
wedge between your children and you.
Do talk with your children respectfully and with
genuine curiosity about why they’re not
interested in church. They need sympathetic ears
who will listen to the kind of faith they are
looking to embrace.
Do share your faith in ways that are natural and
not preachy. Your grandchildren and children will
continue to remember how important your faith
is to you when they see how it affects the way
you live your life.
Do ask your adult children how they feel about
your incorporating your faith stories or activities
with your grandchildren.
Don’t tell your children everybody must believe
the same way you do.
Do provide unconditional love and acceptance of
your children and grandchildren, no matter what.

Provide faith connections with your grandchildren
during key transition moments in their lives.
Find a way to “mark the moment” with your
grandchildren in a way that honors faith. Perhaps it
is the first day of school, or graduation, or the birth
of a new grandchild. Ceremonies can be valuable
with your grandchildren when they experience hard
times. Be there for them when they are anxious, lose
a pet, or have to deal with the hard current-events
stories they are sometimes faced with.
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MISSION IMMERSION WEEK
By Rev. Cathy Freeman
The Outreach Team is coordinating a Mission Immersion Week this year because Mission Immersion Sunday was
such a success last year. The goal is to have everyone connected with Dixboro Church find a way to serve God’s
kingdom during the week of October 8-15.
Sunday, October 8

Letters to our Shut-Ins
We will write letters or cards to Dixboro people who are unable to join us for worship on
a regular basis. This activity provides loving support to and strengthens connections with
these friends.

Sunday, October 8

Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy (SMLC)
10 to 12 people needed to assist in removal of invasive species to improve the natural
habitats and/or trail clearing. Teenagers are welcome! Wear long pants, closed toed
shoes, and work gloves.

Sunday, October 8

Delonis Center Shelter Meal
Up to 4 people can volunteer to help serve a meal to homeless clients of the Delonis
Center and to clean up after the meal. Professional staff from Food Gatherers lead volunteers in this work and take time to introduce first-time volunteers to the work of the
Delonis Center and the Kitchen. (Must be at least 12 years old to volunteer; 12 and 13
year olds must be accompanied by a parent.)

Sunday, October 8

Duck Houses
Use small power tools and hand tools to complete duck houses. These will be given to

Monday, October 9

House By The Side of the Road
Sort and mark clothing items. House By the Side of the Road provides clothing and
household items free of charge to persons in need.

Tuesday, October 10

“Thank You for Your Service” Cards
Two volunteers needed to make "Thank You For Your Service" cards for veterans with
residents at Staples Family Center. This activity combines community outreach to
both individuals who make the cards and the veterans who receive them.
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Mission Immersion Week Continued...
Wednesday, October 11

Cass Community Social Services
Rev. Sue Pethoud, Volunteer Coordinator at Cass, will lead us in work that is needed at
that time – most likely food preparation and/or making floor mats out of used tires.
There will be an experienced leader from Cass to guide us in our work. We will eat dinner with the clients at Cass and then join in the Wednesday Evening worship service at

Wednesday, October 11

Food Gatherers
The shift includes a quick orientation and tour of the Food Gatherers Warehouse facility. This project is for 10-15 people, aged 8 years old and older, and requires some
walking and physical activity. Dress in closed toe shoes and work clothes, including a
warm layer for work in the coolers. We will be assigned a project, such as sorting items,

Thursday, October 12

Veterans Hospital
Three to five people are needed to set up, clean up and run a bingo game for patients
at the hospital. Someone will need to call the game (pull and announce the numbers)
and others will help some patients to play and/or visit with patients.

Friday, October 13

Fleece Blankets for Mott
We will staff a table and invite patrons of the Farmers’ Market to donate to Mott Children’s Hospital by “buying a knot” on a fleece blanket. Knots hold the blanket together
and patrons can tie a knot for each donation.

Saturday, October 14

Cass Community Social Services
Rev. Sue Pethoud, Volunteer Coordinator at Cass, will lead us in work that is needed at
that time – most likely food preparation and/or making floor mats out of used tires. An
experienced leader from Cass will guide us in our work. We will eat lunch with the cli-

Saturday, October 14

Yard Helpers
Help out one of our church members with their fall outdoor cleanup. Rakes and supplies will be provided, or bring your own. Needed: leaf blower(s), leaf bags. This project
can also be scheduled during the week.

Donation Items

The Dixboro United Methodist Women have been sewing feminine hygiene kits that
will be distributed to girls who need them by Days for Girls. You can help stock these

Financial Donations

You can make a financial donation to:
the cost of materials for the duck houses
the cost of material used to sew the feminine hygiene kits
the cost of the fleece used to make blankets at the Farmers’ Market.
Mark your checks for one of these specific purposes or for “Mission Immersion” if you
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Dixboro Moms Gathering

Calling all moms with young kids! We just started a Dixboro Moms group in September and would love to have
you join us in October and November. We meet 10-11:30am in the parlor at church, while our kids happily play
with each other in the nursery with our childcare workers. Our goal of meeting together is to support one another
in our journey as mothers who are raising young children. We will have the chance to share experiences, think
about how God is working in our lives, and being surrounded by people who understand the challenges of
motherhood. If you would like to be a part of this group please come:
Saturday, October 14
Saturday, October 28
Saturday, November 11
We are also hoping to do either a parents’ night out and/or family activities. If you would like more information
please contact Rev. Mary @ revmaryhagley@gmail.com.

Helping Hands for Hurricane Relief
We collected 250 Rubber kitchen gloves to be put in cleaning buckets being sent to Hurricane affected areas.
Thank you for all of your donations. On Tuesday, September 26, 6 of us from Dixboro went to the collection site to
sort supplies coming in. Most of us spend the time counting out sets of 12 30-gallon black trash bags, to get them
ready for buckets. It is fun to be a part of something much bigger than we can do here at Dixboro. We partnered
with Plymouth First UMC, Plymouth-Canton Schools, businesses, and many other UM churches in the area. God is
good!
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Welcome to God’s Family Sweet Ones!
James Samuel Hucks, parents Randy and Kathleen

Jackson M. Pavlik, parents Stephen and Brittany

2016 Dixboro Church Walkers
On Sunday, October 15th, 2017, we will gather with others in our
community to fight hunger both here and around the world. We
need Walkers and sponsors for the Washtenaw/Ann Arbor CROP
Hunger Walk. There will be more information provided on upcoming
Sundays, in the announcements, and on the Dixboro Church
webpage. Please contact Amy Knutilla at noodla4-crop@yahoo.com
for more details and to sign up to be a Walker, a sponsor, or both.
Last year, Team Dixboro Church had 26 walkers and raised over
$2600! Thanks for helping feed the hungry both in our community
and throughout the world.

Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Celebration
The Interfaith Round Table of Washtenaw County will hold its 23rd Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Celebration on
Sunday evening, November 19th, at 7 PM., at Beth Israel Congregation, 2000 Washtenaw, Ann Arbor. Join us as we
give thanks with readings, music, meditations from a wide variety of faith traditions around the theme of
“Gratitude for Our Diversity.” Refreshments following celebration. Donations accepted for non-perishable food or
turkey money to help those in need in our community. 2017 Interfaith Calendars also available. For more information, call Rev. George Lambrides at 734-424- 1535 or email gbrides@umich.edu.

Methodist Children’s Home
Methodist Children’s Home Society is celebrating 100 years of service to children and families! Join in the celebration at the Laurel Manor in Livonia on Saturday, October 21, 2017 from 5:30-10:30 p.m. Dinner, dancing, live entertainment, auctions and raffles as well as a presentation on the agency’s legacy is planned for this wonderful evening. Tickets start at $100 and sponsorships are also available. Contact Kristian Miller at 313-531-9973 or email
kmiller@mchsmi.org with any questions or to reserve your spot today!
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IF YOU NO LONGER WISH TO RECEIVE THIS
PUBLICATION, PLEASE CALL 734-665-5632

“The mission of the Dixboro United
Methodist Church is to develop and sustain
disciples of Jesus Christ through worship,
education, outreach, and nurture.”

Email: dumc@dixborochurch.org
Web site: www.dixborochurch.org

Worship Schedule:
Sunday School for All Ages at 9:00am
Sunday Worship at 10:00am

Rev. Tonya M. Arnesen, Lead Pastor
Rev. Mary Hagley, Minister of Children and Youth
Rev. Cathy Freeman, Deacon Emeritus
Church Phone: (734) 665-5632

Dixboro United Methodist Church
5221 Church Road
Ann Arbor, MI 48105
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