
Discipleship Pathway
This fall we will be discovering how we can deepen our faith journey with God. Over the summer our Faith 
Formation Team (that was named to fulfill one of our VCI prescriptions) met to discern how God is calling 
Dixboro Church to be disciples and make disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the World. We 
started by listing all of the great ministries here and then created a God-sized dream list of ministries with a 
purpose. We spend a lot of time talking about the steps or benchmarks it takes for us to continuously grow 
our faith. Faith isn’t just something we do once in a while; it takes action and connecting with God every day.

On Sunday, September 9, we will begin our sermon series on the Discipleship Pathway we have created, 
and we are excited to share it with you. The 3 Keys to Growing Spiritually is Growing with God, Connecting 
with Others, and Serving the World; however, the pathway is much more detailed with how we can equip our 
lives in areas of discipleship. Discipleship areas are Worship, Community, Spiritual Practices, Giving, 
Service, and Christ-Like. The greatest joy of this pathway is that it gives people who are at all different walks 
along their faith journey an entrance point and steps to encourage growth along the way. Please join us on 
Sunday, September 9 at 10:30am to hear more and discover where you are along this pathway, and how 
you can deepen your faith journey. 

Faith Formation Team Members: Rev. Mary Hagley, Rev. Cathy Freeman, Roberta King, Brent Howlett, & 
Brittney Papadopoulos 

Pathway to Discipleship

September 9: Grow with God: Ephesians 4:11-13

● Spending time with God; Developing Spiritual 
Practices  

● Faith Formation Team to report and distribute 
Discipleship Survey

● GROWING with God Ministries will be set up in the 
Fellowship Hall after worship for you to discover the 
ministries we have to Grow your relationship with 
God. 



September 16: Connect With Others: Acts 2:42

● Invest in Christian friendships; Worship 
and Covenant group accountability

● CONNECTING with Others Ministries 
will be set up in the Fellowship Hall to 
the discover ways you can connect with 
others in our congregation.

September 23: Serve the World: Matthew 25:31-46

● Be Christ’s representative every day; 
Find ways to serve in church and 
community: locally and globally

● SERVING the World Ministries in the 
Fellowship Hall. See how Dixboro 
engages with the World, and how you 
can be a part of it.

September 30: Making Disciples on the Journey: 
Mark 10:17-27

● What is my responsibility for making disciples?
● 1st Dixboro Friend Gathering after worship
● CROP Hunger Walk

October 7: World Communion Sunday

Living the Abundant Life Sermon Series

October 14: #1 - Abundant Life Means FREEDOM
Text: 2 Kings 4:1-7
Title: Safe Spending is Debt-Free

October 21: #2 - Abundant Life Means HOPE
Text: Matthew 25:1-30
Title: Wise Saving is an Investment in the 

Future

October 28: #3 - Abundant Life Means TRUST
Text: I Corinthians 16:1-2
Title: You Can Plan to be Generous

November 4: All Saints Sunday - Holy Communion
Commitment Sunday - Brunch after church

Ozone House: Safe Place. Real Support

The Dixboro United Methodist Women extend their 
thanks to all those who donated personal hygiene 
products this summer designated for Ozone House.

The mission of Ozone House is "to help young 
people lead safe, healthy, and productive lives 
through intensive intervention and prevention 
services." Opened in 1969, Ozone House was 
initially run as a collective by Ann Arbor residents 
concerned about the well-being of young people 
pouring into the area as part of the counterculture 
movement. It was staffed by hip, young volunteers 
who provided a safe haven and free, confidential 
counseling to youth. Lyrics from a song by 
Commander Cody and His Lost Planet Airmen (a 
popular local band), "Lost in the Ozone Again" 
inspired the name of the newly formed agency.

In the 1980s, Ozone House established a 
transitional living program, providing room and 
board to homeless young people along with helping 
them develop independent living skills.

In 2016, Ozone House partnered with the 
Washtenaw Intermediate School District on The 
Education Project to expand services aimed at 
keeping the estimated 1,300 homeless school-age 
youth within the county in school. The personal 
hygiene products collected by the DUMW were 
donated to The Education Project.

For more information on Ozone House, or to find 
out ways to support this agency, go to 
ozonehouse.org.



September 9   Fall Kickoff

September 12  Senior Fellowship

September 16  DUMW Meeting

September 16  Family Faith Picnic

September 17  DUMW Hat & Mitten Project

September 30  CROP Hunger Walk

October 26        Trunk or Treat

October 27        Visioning Workshop

Upcoming Events

Family Faith Picnic - Sunday, Sept. 16
As I have been discerning the fall, I keep hearing 
God say, invest in our families and give opportunities 
to grow together with one another. Dixboro Moms 
worked well for us last year, and I would like to still 
meet at least once a month; however, I think our 
families getting to know each other better and 
building relationships is even more important. I 
propose that we meet monthly at each other’s home 
to share in a potluck dinner and conversation! Join us 
at our kickoff picnic on September 16 at 4:00pm at 
the Hagley’s home in Milan. By “family” I mean 
anyone with children ranging from babies to 12th 
grade. RSVP by September 9 to 
revmaryhagley@gmail.com.

Dixboro Friend Ministry Gathering - 
Sundays, Sept. 30 & Oct. 28
We will have our first Dixboro Friend Ministry 
gathering on Sunday, September 30 after worship. 
You will have the opportunity to get to know your 
Dixboro Friend better as you eat some refreshments 
and then do a “mini” CROP Hunger Walk” activity 
together. Most of our Dixboro Friend partners will 
stay the same, however, we have more opportunities 
for more friends to join this ministry. 

Sunday School Fall Kick-Off - Sunday, Sept. 9
Sunday School for all ages will kick off on September 
9 at 9:15 am! 

For our children three years old to sixth grade, we are 
trying out a One Room School format. On the 9th we 
invite all family members to come experience Sunday 
School together with their children! Our youth are 
excited to be assistants and teachers for our little 
ones, along with some of our adults! 

Adult Sunday School options will be available, (topic 
TBD) and childcare will be provided. 

If you are interested in being a Dixboro Friend, 
please contact Rev. Mary at 
revmaryhagley@gmail.com by September 16.

Our October gathering will be Sunday, October 
28, where will we celebrate and discover our 
gifts that we give to the church. More details to 
come.

Upcoming Outreach Activities

Watch the bulletin and email for more 
information about these upcoming events and 
how you can participate:

CROP Walk is September 30 
This activity raises funds to fight hunger in 
Washtenaw County and around the world. Mark 
your calendars for this date.

Mission Trip to Haiti 
Martha Tanicala will be going on a mission trip 
to Haiti from October 25 to November 3. She is 
working with the leader of this trip to find out 
how Dixboro Church can support this effort.

Thanksgiving Baskets 
We will once again work with the Salvation Army 
and collect food for several families and their 
Thanksgiving meal.



From the Pastor’s Heart
To begin, I want to thank the Dixboro family for your love and care during my medical leave this summer. 
While I recovered from hip surgery, I received a card/letter/phone call from one of you EVERY SINGLE 
DAY! I have a stack of over 30 cards offering prayers and words of encouragement as I recuperated, and 
David played my “nursemaid.” We really felt your love! I have now completed physical therapy and have 
been cleared to return to my pastoral duties. And while I still tire easily, I continue to grow stronger every 
day. By this fall, I expect we will be in full swing together (see VCI notes below).

Thank you, too, for your words of comfort as we lost David’s father, John Arnesen, suddenly on August 
16th. He died less than two weeks before his 65th wedding anniversary (August 29th). We will gather with 
the extended family to celebrate his life on September 15th (his 90th birthday) in Oxford, PA. Please pray 
for me, as I’ve been asked to conduct his memorial service.

Check out our website!
www.DixboroChurch.org

Our website includes our current 
calendar, pictures, sermon videos, and 
recent news. You'll also find our weekly 
bulletins, and this CHIMES (plus previous 
editions) to view and download.

Rev. Tonya M. Arnesen 
Lead Pastor 

Rev. Mary Hagley
 Minister of Children and Youth 

Rev. Cathy Freeman 
Deacon Emeritus 

Zack Belsky 
Director of Music Ministry 

Kathleen Hucks 
Administrative Assistant 

dumc@dixborochurch.org 
Like us on Facebook! 

(734) 665-5632 
5221 Church Rd. 

Ann Arbor, MI 48105

VCI Notes
You may remember our VCI prescriptions came with 
specific completion dates attached. Some things moved 
forward while I was on medical leave: 1) the development of 
a Discipleship Pathway, which you’ll hear about in 
September, and 2) the Trustees have continued to move 
forward with some projects to maintain and beautify our 
building. 

However, many other things were on hold while I was away, 
so I have renegotiated those completion dates with our 
Coach, Rev. Lisa Marie Batten. She has agreed to push all 
of the deadlines back by three months. So in essence, we’ll 
reboot our VCI efforts and begin working on our 
prescriptions together this fall.

Our reboot will begin with a Visioning Workshop on 
Saturday, October 27th from 9:30-11:30 am. Coach Lisa 
will lead us in a visioning process intended to help us:

● Clarify our values as a congregation
● Listen for God about our future
● Dream together about who God wants us to do and 

be in our community
● Develop the seeds of God’s Vision of our 

congregation’s future

Why do we need God’s Vision? Because vision:
● Deepens commitment
● Motivates innovation
● Provides energy for ministry
● Brings urgency to risk-taking
● Sustains ministry
● Inspires generosity and giving

This Visioning Workshop is intended for the entire 
congregation. Please come with an openness
to hear God’s voice through others, and a prayerful spirit 
ready to respond in faithful obedience
to all God calls us to be. Let’s give our past a future . . . 
together!



Faith Formation Corner by Rev. Mary 

 
Over the summer I have spent a lot of time thinking and 
praying about how to grow my relationship with God better, 
especially in light of our Summer Sermon Series on Spiritual 
Practices. Coming out of a very eventful springtime, I needed 
to find some rest with God and my family. I felt called to invest 
more time in my prayer life, for example, making more time in 
the mornings and God has used that time to speak to me and 
show me the way. God has also used it to help me recognize 
the blessings in my everyday life. 

Another practice we have taken up as a family is reading the 
Bible together. At the end of June, Ethan and I went to Teddy 
Bear Camp, and as we met for Bible Study time, our leader 
encouraged us to read the Bible together. We had read many 
devotionals together, but not just the Bible, so we began doing 
this together. The exciting thing for me is hearing him read it to 
us and remember the stories from time to time. These 
moments with my family will always be cherished as we 
discover more about God’s creation, love, and everyday 
blessings.

Another tipping point for me this summer has been working 
with our Faith Formation Team that fulfilled one of our VCI 
prescriptions. Our task was to create a Discipleship Pathway 
for all believers. I found myself yearning for more in my 
relationship with God, like diving into scriptures more on a 
daily basis. I heard God calling me to lead a Bible Study and 
then I went around telling everyone so I could be held 
accountable. So I am teaching a 12-week Disciple Bible Study 
about the Old Testament. Please come join me on Tuesday 
mornings as we grow together as disciples of Jesus Christ.

Growing in our relationship God takes courage on our part to 
make the step towards God’s grace that is always there 
beckoning us to dive deeper. Let your hearts and minds be 
open to God’s calling as we commit to growing faithfully with 
God, connecting with others in Christ’s love, and serving 
others the way God loves them.

Ephesians 4:11-13 He gave some apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers. His 
purpose was to equip God’s people for the work of serving and 
building up the body of Christ until we all reach the unity of 
faith and knowledge of God’s Son. God’s goal is for us to 
become mature adults—to be fully grown, measured by the 
standard of the fullness of Christ.

Disciple Fast Track

After our Summer Sermon Series, is 
anyone else looking for an 
opportunity to deepen your 
knowledge of scripture? I know I am. 
Disciple Fast Track, is an adaptation 
of the original, bestselling Disciple 
Bible Study, and it provides a viable 
option for busy people seeking 
comprehensive engagement over 
time with the entire biblical text. Fast 
Track groups meet for a total of 24 
weeks, devoting 12 weeks each to 
the Old Testament and the New 
Testament. Participants read a 
manageable 3-5 chapters of the Bible 
daily in preparation for the weekly 
meetings, which last approximately 
75 minutes.
 

A brief, illustrated video enables 
participants to recall important facts, 
and ideas, and offers insights into the 
current week’s session. Participants 
have the opportunity to take a 
spiritual gifts assessment and 
determine meaningful ways they can 
serve and live out their discipleship 
commitment. 

We will be offering two classes, one 
on Monday evenings at 7 pm with 
Brent Howlett, and another one on 
Tuesday mornings at 10 am with 
Rev. Mary Hagley. Both classes will 
be held at church in the conference 
room. The cost of the study manual 
for the Old Testament is $16; 
however, there is a kindle version, 
though I recommend having a book 
to write in. Classes will begin the 
week of September 9. Please contact 
Rev. Mary at 
revmaryhagley@gmail.com.



Once again this year we partnered with the Milan Marble Memorial UMC where I directed VBS. We 
sent six kids from Dixboro, and in total had 56 kids come and “Experience the Ride of a Lifetime with 
God.” Our Bible verse was Isaiah 43:2 “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you!” We 
learned that no matter what, God will see us through anything that comes our way. The kids raised 
$423 for Flint Water Initiative. Our goal was $200 and if they raised more...they got to throw water 
balloons at the Pastors!!

Rolling River Rampage - Vacation Bible School

Brooke, Callen, and Wes Ethan and Hank Layla singing and dancing

Graduation & Scholarship Recipients & Thank You Notes

Dixboro UMC has handed out scholarship from endowments and memorial money since 1996, that’s 
22 years of supporting our youth and their families! That is more than $50,000!!

Our recipients this year were Ben and Ian Little who received scholarships from the Ivan & Elnor 
Parker Achievement Award, Suzanne Smith Memorial and Ardith King Memorial. Ben and Ian are two 
great young men who continue to rely on their family and God to encourage them along the path God 
has laid out before them. Both of them attend Michigan State University.

Kelsey Charnetski received the Barbara Morris Academic Achievement, and she is a person who 
knows what she wants and what she likes to do. Her willingness to participate in mission trips and 
outreach opportunities has continued to shape her life and will continue to shape her future. Kelsey is 
attending Ball State University. Kelsey sent a thank you note, saying, “Thank you so much for awarding 
me with a scholarship. I am going to school out of state, and this scholarship is really going to help a 
lot. Thank you so much.”

The Terry Wick Memorial Scholarship is in 
memory of Carol Wiegel’s son, and Gabrielle 
Cox received it. Gabby will be attending 
Eastern Michigan University in the fall. She 
says in her essay, “I am excited to pursue a 
career in nursing, where I can continue to 
share God’s word and love on a much 
bigger scale!” Gabby also send a thank you 
note saying, “Thank you Dixboro Church for 
loving and supporting me all these years. 
Everything you guys have done means a lot 
to me.”



The Dixboro Village Green, Past, Present, and Future
Most everyone knows that the land (almost an acre) between our church (on the north), Plymouth Road (on the 
south), Short Street (on the east), and the Moonwinks Café, etc. (on the west), is owned by DUMC and is historically 
called the Village Green. The Green has been used over the decades for the Scout cabin (now in Ed. Martin’s 
backyard), an ice rink in the winter, the Dixboro Fair/Festival in August, a neighborhood ball diamond, outdoor church 
services, and a place for local neighbors to walk their dogs.

The Green also houses the old, one-room, brick Dixboro Schoolhouse, which is also owned by the church, but is in 
need of much repair. Although it was used as a meeting place for the youth a couple decades ago, it was primarily 
unused due to lack of water, plumbing (bathrooms), and heat.

In 2012, a dedicated group of DUMC members and neighborhood community members had this grand idea to 
enhance the Green for community gatherings and renovate the schoolhouse. That led to the creation of Dixboro 
Village Green, Inc. (DVG) as a 501c3 organization, whose purpose was to restore the schoolhouse and make the 
Green a welcoming place for community gatherings of all kinds within the guidelines of the Methodist Book of 
Discipline. A “Use Agreement” with all the necessary legalese is in place between DVG and DUMC for use of the 
Green. A rental fee for use of the Green is paid to DUMC. The DVG board members meet every two to four weeks in 
the church Parlor to deal with the business of DVG.

So where are we now? Briefly, this is what has been accomplished over the last 6 years by the DVG:
● The Dixboro Farmers’ Market was established and is operating every Friday from 3-7 pm on the Green from 

late May through the end of October. There is one paid staff, the market manager, and several very 
dedicated volunteers from the church and the neighborhood to help set up, run the Market, and tear down 
afterward. We can always use more helpers by the way 

● The Artisan’s Market joins the Farmers’ Market on the 4th Friday of each month during the growing season, 
but the Artisan’s also provide their goods at the Thanksgiving Market (November 20, 2018, 10am to 2pm 
in the Fellowship Hall) and the Holiday Market (December 8, 2018, 10am to 4pm in the Fellowship Hall).

DUMC has a presence at the Markets with C.O.O.L. Kids at the Market, Trunk or Treat (October 26, 2018), and 
Cars on the Green (September 14, 2018).

Other completed DVG projects:
● 2015: Added parking on Short Street with gravel and stone.

● 2016: Removal of invasive and dying trees; installation of two new Dixboro Village welcome signs, one 
located at Dixboro Rd. and Plymouth Rd, and one located at Plymouth Rd. by the Tanglewood subdivision; 
installation of a new Dixboro Village Green sign; replacement of the schoolhouse roof and belfry; made the 
schoolhouse bell operational; added a mini lending library at the front of the schoolhouse; painted the school 
house fascia and eves; restored the school house doors; planted new Sugar Maple trees on the Green.

● 2017: Replaced the Washtenaw County Historic District signs on the Green; tuck-point repairs to the 
schoolhouse brick; used a $2,000 grant to purchase three sturdy new outdoor picnic tables for the Green.

● 2018: Trimming of the Sugar Maple trees, funding secured for architectural drawings for the new pavilion.

And where are we going? Be sure to read the next CHIMES for updates on our continued collaborations with 
Superior Township, planned landscape improvements, the new pavilion, and proposed community events for the 
Dixboro Village Green.

The work of DVG, although a separate entity, is perfectly in sync with DUMC’s mission of outreach to our community 
and neighbors. We have a developed a very successful collaboration.

How can you help today?

Volunteer to help with the Market (set up and tear down), help with parking cars at events such as the Car Show 
coming September 14, 2018, and/or donate to the ongoing expenses of running the Market. Contact Tom Freeman, 
President of the DVG Board of Directors, or other Board Members, Carl Johns, Barbara Scheffer, and Brian 
Anderson for questions or how to help.



Donating Stock Securities to the Church by Robert L. Baird

Recently, Rev. Tonya sent out an “SOS” as the Church is in need of funding to cover expenses. This 
seemed like the perfect time to pass on to you, an option for donating stock securities to the Church.

While this may seem different, there are some unique advantages. There is what I like to call a “Triple 
Play.”  (1) You avoid the capital gains tax, (2) you may also receive a charitable deduction on your tax 
return, and (3) you support your Dixboro United Methodist Church. And this is interesting. While writing 
this article, it dawned on me that there is a fourth item. (4) There is no out-of-pocket cash involved. We 
are just donating some stock. We now have a “Quadruple Play.” 

The routine for donating securities to the Church is a relatively simple, two-step process:

1. Notify your broker or financial advisor that you would like to transfer a specific number of 
shares of a named security that you own directly to the Church’s account at Edward Jones 
Investments. You will need to provide the following information:

Brokerage:  Edward Jones Investments, 3055 Plymouth Rd, Suite 201, Ann Arbor, MI
Account:  Dixboro United Methodist Church Brokerage Account
Account Number:  672-09084-1-4
DTC Number:  0057

2. When the Church receives the securities to its account, there is no identification as to the 
donor. The Church needs to credit the donation to you and to provide you with documentation 
for your tax records. You will need to tell the Church that you are the donor.  When you transfer 
the securities, please contact Randall Hucks, our church treasurer, and Charles Engle, our 
financial secretary.

It is the Church’s policy to sell the shares promptly upon receipt of the securities. For valuation purposes, 
IRS regulations value the gift based on the average trading price on the date of the transfer. Not the date 
the Church sells the stock.  

Thank you for your continued support to the Church.  If there are questions, please give Randy or me a 
call.

Kidney Donation Appeal
My name is Sharon Mackovjak, and I am reaching out to you because I need a kidney transplant. I am 
Patty Fragner’s sister-in-law.  Patty has offered to help me look for a kidney donor by sharing this 
information about LIVING KIDNEY DONATION with you.

There are currently 99,000 people on the National Waiting List for kidney transplants, 2,900 of those are on 
the list in Michigan. The average wait time for a kidney from a deceased donor is about five years.

Another way to get a kidney is from a LIVING DONOR. We are born with two kidneys and can function 
completely with just one kidney.  

A good kidney donor:
● is usually between 

18 and 65.
● must be genuinely 

willing to donate
● physically fit
● free from diabetes, cancer, kidney disease and heart disease

If you would like to consider living kidney donation, 
you can find more information at 
uofmhealth.org/transplant or call 800 333-9013 to 
start a conversation with a donation coordinator.

       

http://www.uofmhealth.org/transplant


History Corner, by Susan D. Engle

By 1940 the Reverend Ronald Brunger had written several versions of the history of the Dixboro [Methodist 
Episcopal] Church. This early narrative began: "The hamlet of Dixboro was platted by Capt. John Dix in the 
year 1826: four lots space were laid aside for the public square on which should stand the village school and 
church." (The "public square" is now known as "The Village Green" with its red brick schoolhouse in the 
middle.) 

The "village school" also has a long history. The sign in front of the old Dixboro School reads: "Constructed 
in 1888, the Dixboro School was part of Superior Township School District No. 2. It stands on land set aside 
in the original village plat of 1826 as "a public square to be used for construction of a school and church." 
The school house was built at a cost of $1200 by Mr. Tessmer, replacing one constructed in the early 
1830's. Students were taught in the one-room school by a single teacher. During winter terms there were as 
many as 35 pupils, ranging from four to 21 years of age. Dixboro School served the area until 1958. It is 
now owned, along with the surrounding village green, by Dixboro United Methodist Church."

"Property and funding increased during the Reverend Halsted's tenure. In January 1958 the church bought 
the historic Old Schoolhouse and its surrounding Village green across the street from the church at a 
purchase price of $5,050, for which the church took out a $5,000 loan. That was approximately the total 
amount in 1833 for all the properties in Dixboro sold by Captain Dix. The profit from the centennial 
celebration in July 1985 was used for loan payments." 

Fast forward to Sunday, August 19, 2018, when Tom Freeman told the congregation about plans to build a 
permanent Pavilion on the Village Green at no cost to the church. 

What a wonderful addition that will be for not only the church but for the entire area!

The Power of a Praying Church by Mary Turfe

Will you help pray Dixboro’s “future into being?” (Wilker Wink) Please prayerfully choose a day of the 
week during which you will lift up your prayers for the spiritual health and future of this church that we 
love. 

On Sunday, September 9, there will be a poster in the Fellowship Hall after worship. At that time, please 
sign your name on a sticky note, or remain anonymous, and place it on your chosen day. Let’s harness 
the power of a praying church!
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