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If you had been a Pilgrim, would you have given thanks? 
 

Consider what the men and women who broke bread together on that first Thanksgiving in 1621 had been 
through:  they uprooted themselves and sailed for America; the crossing was very rough and the Mayflower was 
blown off course – instead of reaching Virginia (where Englishmen had settled 13 years earlier), they ended up in 
the wilds of Massachusetts, where winter had set in. The storms were frightful.  Shelter was rudimentary. There 
was little food.  Within weeks, nearly all the settlers were sick.  ''That which was most sad and lamentable,'' 
Governor William Bradford recalled, ''was that in two or three months' time, half of their company died. . . 
sometimes two or three of a day.''  When spring came, Indians showed them how to plant corn, but their first crops 
were dismal.  Supplies ran out, but their sponsors in London refused to send more.  The first time the Pilgrims sent 
a shipment of goods to England, it was stolen by pirates.  
 
If you had been there in 1621 - seen half your friends die and suffered yourself through famine, malnutrition and 
sickness; if you had endured a year of heartbreak and tragedy - would you have felt grateful?  Even on 
Thanksgiving, Americans are more likely to concentrate on the turkey or the television than on giving thanks.  But 
perhaps we would think differently about thankfulness if we realized its extraordinary power to improve our lives.  
Gratitude is nothing less than the key to happiness.  
 
Dennis Prager writes, ''There is a secret to happiness, and it is gratitude. All happy people are 
grateful, and ungrateful people cannot be happy.  We tend to think that it is being unhappy 
that leads people to complain, but it is truer to say that it is complaining that leads to people 
becoming unhappy. Become grateful and you will become a much happier person.''    
 
If you never give a moment's thought to the fact that your health is good, your children are 
well-fed, your home is comfortable, your nation seeks your safety, protection and peace – if 
you assume that the good things in your life are ''normal'' and to be expected, you diminish 
the happiness they can bring you.  By contrast, if you develop the custom of counting your 
blessings and being grateful for them, you will fill your life with cheer.  
 
As Christians, we affirm our dependence upon God for every blessing we enjoy.  In fact, the Hebrew word for 
“gratitude” - hoda'ah - is the same as the word for “confession.”  To be grateful is to confess our dependence upon 
God, affirm God’s goodness and mercy, and acknowledge our need to know and be known by God.  When we 
understand the nature of true gratitude, we are able to “give thanks in every circumstance.”     
 
Friends, don't take the gifts in your life for granted.  Remember - as the Pilgrims remembered - that we are 
impoverished without God.  Whoever you are, and wherever you may be this Thanksgiving, remember God’s 
goodness and mercy outweighs any hardship.  If that doesn't deserve our gratitude, what does?  
 
Rev. Tonya Arnesen 
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2014 Turkey Dinner 
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2nd Annual Fall Festival and Trunk or Treat 2014 
 
The Fall Festival and Trunk or Treat event took place Friday, October 
24, and it was amazing. Once again this year we partnered with the 
Dixboro Farmers’ Market to put on this event. We easily handed out 
candy to 150-175 children dressed up for Halloween. Families had 
fun “trunk or treating,” going through the straw bale maze and 
Haunted Schoolhouse, hearing a story, watching the Medieval 
knights, riding on the hayride, listening to music, and shopping!  
New this year we did a “Best Trunk Contest” that all the families who 

came voted for, we had 17 cars enter the 
contest and 4 more who just wanted to come 
hand out candy to the kids! Our #1 Trunk 
prize of a Dixboro General Store gift card and 
the traveling haunted house trophy went to 
Sandy Bowers and Patty Fragner! 2nd prize 
went to Susie, Jennifer and Cody Sulkowski 
who joined the Dixboro Family on Oct. 26 
they got a Dixboro General Store gift card as 
well. 3rd prize went to Karen Bolz and Tammy 
Balk (Rev. Mary’s family) and they received a 
Moonwinks gift card. Overall it was a 
fantastic night of showing God’s love by 
creating a safe and fun atmosphere for 
families to come enjoy fall activities together. 
Praise be to God! 
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CROP Hunger Walk 
 
On October 12th, we had 23 walkers from Dixboro UMC go for a beautiful 
walk to support the CROP Hunger Walk. We couldn’t have asked for a 
better day to walk together with at least 200 other people from the Ann 
Arbor area. On behalf of all the walkers we thank you for supporting us by 
your prayers and financial giving. As a church we raised $1,259; thank you 
for the money, it will go to people around the world and some will stay 
right here in our local community. Take a look at some of the pictures from 
the day! I challenged the youth to do the water challenge, meaning walk 
the route carrying a gallon of water. The picture to the left is Grace 
Czachorski and Madeline Leidlein sharing the jug responsibilities. 

Youth Group Activities 
November and December 

 

November 9  
DUMY 5:30-7:30pm 
 

November 21-22  
DUMY Fall Retreat  
Movie Marathon at Rev. Mary’s 
House 6:30pm-1:00pm 
**The Hunger Games** 
 

December 7  
DUMY Christmas Party and Caroling 
4:30-7:30pm 
 

December 14  
Christmas Program and Mission Trip 
Dinner Fundraiser 4:30pm 

“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever” 

Rehearsal Schedule 
 
November 
9th: 11:30am-12:30pm  
16th:  11:00am-11:45am  
23rd: 11:30am-12:30pm 
30th: 11:30am-12:30pm 
 
December 
7th: 11:30am-1:30pm 
13th: 10:00am-12:00pm 
14th: 11:30 and on thru program 

Acolyte Training  
November 9 at 9:45-10am  

 
For all children and youth who 
would like to learn how to be an 
acolyte during worship. You might 
be thinking, what is an acolyte?? 
Well come find out November 9. 
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Cast and Characters of the First Christmas   
Advent 2014 Schedule 

 

11/30 Advent #1 – The Wise Man 
 Sermon Title: Fear Not!  I am Coming 
12/7 Advent #2 – Sacrament of Holy Communion – Elizabeth 
 Sermon Title: Some GOOD News for a Change 
12/14 Advent #3 - Joseph 
 Sermon Title: Congratulations Joseph, It’s a God! 

4:30 pm Dixboro Players Program and Dinner 
  Best Christmas Pageant Ever 
12/21 Advent #4 - Mary 
 Music Program  
 Sermon Title: Take the Stress Out of Your Christmas 
 7:00 pm Longest Night Service 
   Led by Deacon Cathy Freeman 
12/24 Christmas Eve – The Shepherds 
 4:30 pm Family Candlelight Worship 

7:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
   Message Title: A Diamond in the Familiar   
 11:00 pm Candlelight & Communion Service 
   Message Title: A Diamond in the Familiar 
12/28 1st Sunday after Christmas Day – Simeon and Anna 

December 14 at 4:30pm 
 
This year for the evening Christmas 
Program the Dixboro Players will 
present “The Best Christmas 
Pageant Ever.” Barbara Robinson 
writes the book and the play is by 
Samuel French. It will be an hour-
long performance followed by our 
famous spaghetti dinner fundraiser 
for our youth’s Cass Social Service 
mission trip in Detroit. We hope you 
all come to support our youth, so 
please mark your calendar for 
December 14 at 5:00pm! 

The Chancel Choir Needs 

YOU! 
Have you ever wanted to sing with 
the Chancel Choir, but have yet to 
find the final excuse to join? Are 
you a former member of the choir 
but have been too busy, or any 
other reason?  
The upcoming Advent season is a 
perfect opportunity to get into, or 
back into singing! 
We are inviting anyone who is 
interested to join our rehearsals. 
ALL are welcome, from all ages and 
all musical backgrounds. Rehearsals 
are 6:30pm on Thursday evenings. 
Come and help us make this Advent 
celebration a special one.  
If you have any questions or 
hesitations, please talk to Zack or 
any current choir member so that 
they may convince you to join. 

THANKSGIVING OUTREACH OPPORTUNITY 
Dixboro UMC is planning a special hands-on outreach opportunity during 
the Thanksgiving Farmer’s Market on Tuesday, November 23rd.  From 
10:00 am – 2:00 pm the old schoolhouse will serve as a “Warming Station” 
for shoppers and vendors.  Our guests will receive complimentary coffee 
and hot cocoa supplied by the church.   
We’ll also be putting together three Turkey Dinner Baskets, to be 
distributed to needy families in our community.  Dixboro Church will 
provide the turkeys, but our guests and vendors will be encouraged to 
donate produce or baked goods from the Farmer’s Market.  Baskets will be 
filled on-site as donations arrive.   

HOW CAN YOU HELP?   
We’ll need a few large/commercial space heaters in the schoolhouse 
Help set up schoolhouse before market opens 
Help serve refreshments (coffee and hot cocoa) and greet our guests 

from the community 
Donate canned goods suitable for a Thanksgiving dinner (e.g. yams, 

cranberry sauce, green beans, turkey gravy) 
Donate money to help underwrite the cost to purchase three fresh 

turkeys 
Help deliver the Turkey Dinner Baskets on Wednesday, November 

24th.   
Please contact Rev. Arnesen with questions – and to volunteer to help with 
this outreach effort.  
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House By The Side of The Road 
Roberta King, President 
Board of Directors 
House By the Side of the Road 
 
A $50,000 matching funds challenge has been offered 
to the  "House" by an anonymous donor.  Your 
donation will be matched by the $50,000 challenge.  
Meeting this challenge will provide a three year 
financial security for the "House". Pledges and/or 
donations must be received by Feb.28, 2015. 
The "House" is a faith-based non-profit that provides 
clothing and household items free of charge to those in 
need.  Donations should be made payable to: 
  
House By the Side of the Road 
153 Elder St. 
Ypsilanti, MI 48197 
 
House By the Side of the Road is a Mission and Ministry 
project of the Ann Arbor District of the United Methodist 
Church.  

Masters of the First Viennese School 
 
Jaclyn Johnson will be presenting her third and final 
dissertation recital on Tuesday, November 18th at 
8pm in Hill Auditorium. Entitled "Masters of the First 
Viennese School" the repertoire includes: 
 
Haydn, Te Deum in C Major 
Mozart, Ave verum corpus 
Beethoven, Choral Fantasy 
 
Arts Chorale will serve as the chorus, and Jaclyn 
received a grant through Rackham to hire a student 
orchestra and soloists. 
She hopes you are able to attend! 

Yankee Air Show Thanks 
 
I wish to thank all the folks 
that volunteered  at the 
Yankee Air Show in August. 
It was a success and all your 
work had a great deal to do 
with it's success, The church 
received approximately  
$1300. 
 
Thanks again, 
Dave Steiner and Gary N. King  
P.S. get ready for next year,  The Blue Angels are 
coming.  

Meet the Music Interns: 
 
Zoe Marie Hart is a young soprano studying at 
University of Michigan. She appeared with University 
of Michigan's Opera as Zwei Knabe in Die 
Zauberflöte last year. Zoe also enjoys collaborating 
with student composers, recently singing the role of 
Little Red in Zac Lavender's Shattering the Mirror and 
looks forward to singing Odetta in What Happens 
Now composed by Ashton Strother.   

 
Joseph Vaughters Sevig, Baritone, is a sophomore at 
Concordia University majoring in vocal performance 
in the studio of Karin White, Soprano - a member of 
Dixboro United Methodist Church. Joseph performs 
as a soloist with the Concordia University Music 
Department as well as in his hometown of Ann Arbor 
and is a member of the Concordia Choir as well as 
the chamber ensemble, Arborsong.  
Joseph also studies cello and piano and participates 
in Concordia's String and Percussion Ensembles. 
Outside of school Joseph plays guitar and has 
recently joined the Dexter Community Orchestra. 
Joe also enjoys listening to all types of music and 
watching movies and football. He appreciates the 
opportunity to participate in the Chancel Choir and 
Joyful Noise, and getting to know the Dixboro UMC 
family. 
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Dixboro United Methodist Women Status 
By Cathy Freeman, Vice-Chair/Secretary 
 
Officer Elections 
The following officers were elected at the October 12 meeting of the 
DUMW:  Chair, Barbara Scheffer; Vice-Chair/Secretary, Cathy Freeman; 
Treasurer, Meredith Burr; Missions Chair, Roberta King; Social Chair, 
Beth Little; Fund-Raising Chair, Patty Burns. 
 
Abigail Circle 
The former UMW group wants to continue to meet as a sub-group of the DUMW.  This group is now named the 
Abigail Circle and will continue to meet on the third Monday of each month at 1:00.  Shirley Koch and Roberta 
King will co-lead the circle. 
 
Treasuries 
The funds from the former Nurture Committee, Women of Dixboro and United Methodist Women have been 
combined into one treasury  About $4500 of those funds were raised by the former UWM so that group was 
asked to vote on how the funds should be used.  The vote was between two options: 
 
Option 1:  The existing funds from the former UMW account will now be used according to decisions of the 
newly formed DUMW members and its Coordinating Council. 
 
Option #2:  The existing funds from the former UMW be used only in accordance with the decisions of the 
Abigail Circle members. AND those funds designated for use by November 15, 2014. After that date, all or any 
remaining portion of that amount will used according to decisions of the newly formed DUMW and its 
Coordinating Council. 
 
The group agreed before voting that a simple majority vote would decide the issue.  The vote was 5 for option 1 
and 4 for option 2 so the treasuries are now combined and the responsibility of the DUMW. 
 
Survey 
Only four people completed the survey about future focus for the DUMW so there will need to be more 
discussion of how to do this planning. 
 
Next Meeting 
The next meeting of the DUMW is Sunday, November 16 at 11:15 in the Choir Room. 

The Interfaith Round Table of Washtenaw County will hold its twentieth Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Celebration 
on Sunday evening, November 23rd, at 7 p.m., at the Baha’i Local Spiritual Assembly, 5550 Morgan Road, Ypsilanti.  

Join us in a spirit of gratitude with readings, music, meditations and other unique presentations from a wide 
variety of faith traditions.  Light refreshments following the celebration.  Donations accepted for non-perishable 

food or turkey money to help those in need in our community.  2015 Interfaith Calendars also available.  
For more information, call Rev. George Lambrides at 734-424-1535. 
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 From Ingrid Sheldon, Treasurer 
If there are any questions, do not hesitate to contact me. 

2014 Year End EFT Planning (Electronic Funds Transfer) 

Robert L. Baird – Financial Secretary 

 

Looking forward to our year end planning and the upcoming 2015 pledge 

campaign, I would like to offer a suggestion for our members to consider the 

electronic funds transfer program (EFT).  Our EFT program was established in 

2008 by Tom Little.  During this time, it has proved to be very convenient for 

both the members and the Church’s administration of the program (i.e. Bob & 

Ingrid).  Also, you have the comfort knowing that your donations will be made 

on a timely basis and the church can plan on funds being available for its 

obligations during the slower vacation periods. 

 

How does the EFT program work?  Members choosing to participate in the EFT 

program can elect to have regular contributions to the Church, made through 

either a charge to their credit card, or through a direct charge to a bank 

checking or savings account.  It is very convenient and very easy. 

 

Going forward into the New Year, with the annual pledge campaign, 

contributions will be adjusted per your instructions on the pledge card.  If we 

do not receive a new pledge card, then the EFT program will continue at your 

current authorized rate on file. Please contact me (734-665-6408) if you would 

like more information or to request forms to begin a new EFT account. 

 September YTD 2014 Budget Difference 
YTD Actual as 
% of Budget 

YTD 2013 

REVENUE             

General Giving 13,496.94 133,217.90 220,000.00 -86,782.10 60.55% 139,097.88 

Spec Collections, Designations, Other 230.00 24,990.95 0.00 24,990.95   36,089.93 

TOTAL REVENUE 13,726.94 158,208.85 220,000.00 -61,791.15  175,187.81 

       

EXPENSE:             

Conference/District Related  3,842.10 27,359.70 40,076.00 12,716.30 68.27% 28,279.90 

Church Related:             

Missions, special collections, PHP, scholarships 70.00 10,433.90 2,000.00 -8,433.90 521.70% 12,666.25 

Payroll   3,052.33 24,515.07 4,201.88 7,495.09 583.43% 27,211.92 

General church operations 2,300.02 29,776.59 3,149.03 12,540.41 945.58% 29,116.99 

Committee 97.98 1,715.74 4,000.00 2,284.26 42.89% 2,528.12 

Special Project: 160.00 15,407.17 0.00 -15,407.17   28,628.68 

Total Pastor related expense 6,820.41 60,583.77 83,469.00 22,885.23 72.58% 60,680.87 

Total Parsonage Related 82.12 2,362.10 5,900.00 3,537.90 40.04% 2,628.71 

Total Schoolhouse expense 0.00 168.82 250.00 81.18 67.53% 185.22 

TOTAL EXPENSE: 16,424.96 183,707.86 224,082.16 41,494.30 81.98% 201,376.66 

CHURCH RELATED INCOME (LOSS) -2,698.02 -25,499.01 -4,082.16   -26,188.85 

Grocery Store Contributions 
 

An easy way to contribute to Dixboro 
United Methodist, is to go grocery 
shopping! You shop and grocery 
stores contribute to our church, it’s 
that easy. In 2013, we received 
$3,057 through this program.  
 
Through October 31st of this year, 
we have received $1,494, which is 
less than in previous years. Don’t 
forget that you need to update your 
Kroger Card every year. Let’s 
remember this program while we 
begin our holiday preparation, and 
take advantage of this easy way to 
raise money for our church. 
 
Busch’s uses gift cards which you can get from the 
church office or at Busch’s; you must register for 
the Busch’s MyWay program on-line.  Kroger’s 
uses their Kroger Plus card; you need to go on-line 
to register the church as the recipient of the 
rewards.  Meijer’s issues a card that earns 
donations if you pay with cash or a debit card.  
Contact the church office to get started or to get 
help registering. 
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Agenda for Annual Church Conferences Ann Arbor District 2014 

A Celebration of Our Ministry Together  
December 2, 2014 at 7:00 pm 

 
Opening Songs 
 
Devotions – Led by the District Superintendent 
 
Action/Business items 
 1) Membership Report - list names of persons received into membership of the church or 
 churches and names of persons removed since the last church conference, indicating how each 
 was received or removed. Persons to be removed will be contacted prior to removal. 
 
 2) Lay Leadership Address List- please remember that people may be included in this report 
 before they have been voted on. Changes can be submitted later if needed. 
 
 3) Pastoral Compensation Recommendation - presented by church council chair or PPR Chair. 
 
 4) Lay Servants - "The church conference shall inquire annually into the gifts, labors, and 
 usefulness of the lay servants, and recommend ... those persons who have met the 
 standards ..." (¶246.1l) 
 
 5) Candidates for Ordained, Consecrated, Certified, or Licensed Ministry - first time 
 recommendation and continuation. 
 
 6) Any other business items requiring church conference action. 
 Reflection on ministry 
 
Reflecting on your congregation’s current status, how would you respond to the following questions 
 1) In what ways has your church grown since last year? 
 
 2) What has been your greatest accomplishment since last year? 
 
 3) What is your church’s intentional plan to “make Disciples for Jesus Christ”? 
 
Pastor’s remarks 
 
Closing Song 
 
Closing prayer – Rev. Tonya Arnesen 



10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

Dixboro United Methodist Church 
5221 Church Road 
Ann Arbor, MI  48105 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

DIXBORO UNITED      
METHODIST CHURCH 
NEWSLETTER 

 

November/December 2014 

Rev. Tonya M. Arnesen, Lead Pastor 
Rev. Mary Hagley, Minister of Children and Youth 

Rev. Cathy Freeman, Deacon Emeritus 
   Church Phone:  (734) 665-5632 

 
Worship Schedule: 

Sunday School for All Ages at 9:00am 
Sunday Worship at 10:00am 

 
Email:  dumc@dixborochurch.org 

Web site:  www.dixborochurch.org 
 

“The mission of the Dixboro United  
Methodist Church is to develop and sustain 

disciples of Jesus Christ through worship, 
education, outreach, and nurture.” 

 
IF YOU NO LONGER WISH TO RECEIVE THIS 
PUBLICATION, PLEASE CALL 734-665-5632 

 

label 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

THE  

CHIMES 


